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LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT 
Celebrating Grapevine Board Leadership 

“Serve as long as you can and as well as you can; 
without hoopla. Remember it is all about Christ and 

kingdom building; it is not about us.” 

Dear Grapevine Readers, 

The above quote by Oscar Haynes, Grapevine Pub-
lisher/Executive Editor Emeritus provides inspiration 
to celebrate faithful Grapevine family members: some 
of whom are new to the Grapevine; and others who 
have served this ministry over the years.  

At the Grapevine Board Meeting of April 26, 2019 
five candidates were elected to the board. Thanks are 
due to the Chair of the Nominating Committee, Kathe-
rine Fox-Cunningham and Nominating Committee 
members Saundra Bryant, Patricia Clark, Arnold 
Hayes, and Ruth P. Hobbs for submitting such a 
strong slate of candidates.  

We were successful in 
recruiting new board 
members in areas 
where we needed 
strengthening: three 
persons under age 70; 
three males; two cler-
gy; a regional minister; 
a retired educator; as 
well as a person with 
fund raising expertise, 
and another with a 
background in finance 
and budgeting. We are 
confident that their leadership, when coupled with cur-
rent board members, will ensure a bright and progres-
sive future for the mission and ministry of the Grape-
vine. 

Eric Brown of Columbus, Ohio: 
He serves as Pastor of Woodland 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). His interests include run-
ning and chess. Regarding his role 
with the Grapevine, he states: 
“Being a the director of the Black 
Ministers Email Network, I should 
be able to contribute information 
on clergy for sure, but in some 
cases, laity as well. I’ve also kept 
up to date 

on activities happening around 
the denomination and in ecu-
menical circles that I can pro-
vide to the Oldtimers’ Grape-
vine.” 

Kirby Gould of Olathe, Kan-
sas: A former National Benev-
olent Association Development 
Officer, she serves as Vice-
President, North Central Zone, 

of the Christian Church Foundation since 1997, 
bringing strong fund-raising expertise to the board. 
She has deep roots in the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) and she currently is a member of Hillcrest 
Christian Church in Overland Park, Kansas.  She and 
her husband John have a three year old grandson. For 
fun, Kirby plays viola in the Olathe Community Or-
chestra. 

Eugene James of Lansing, Michigan: He serves as 
Regional Minister of the Michigan Region of the 
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ). He is quite knowl-
edgeable about the local, re-
gional and national structure 
of the church; has extensive 
networks within the church; 
and is a member of a family 
of faithful servants who have 
served the denomination at all 
levels over several genera-
tions. 

We Celebrate New Board Leadership! 

“I have not stopped giving thanks for you.”  Ephesians 1: 16 (NIV) 



2 

Norman Reed of Greenwood, 
Indiana: He served as Manager 
of Greenwood Cemetery of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) for 15 years. He is re-
tired Pastor of Alameda Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Nashville, Tennes-
see. He states: “I have a genu-
ine appreciation for the mis-
sion and ministry of the Grape-
Vine and a desire to help it 

continue to prosper. I have some experience with 
treasury functions  of small non-profits which I will 
share with this entity. I am willing to invest time, ener-
gy and finances to be an enabling agent or the Grape-
Vine.” In addition be being elected as Director, he was 
also elected as Grapevine Treasurer. 

Norweida R. Spencer of 
Shreveport, Louisiana: She 
is a retired educator, whose 
interests include crafts, floral 
design, and Sudoku puzzles. 
A newly wed, she recently 
moved from Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, where she was a 
fellow church member with 
Ruth Hobbs, her dear friend 
and mentor. She states: “It is 
exciting to be considered to 

continue the ministry of the Oldtimers’ Grapevine and, 
if I am selected, I look forward to using the knowledge 
that I have gained from numerous boards and leader-
ship positions to do whatever I am charged to do to 
insure the mission of the newsletter is achieved.”! 

As new leaders have been brought into the fold, faith-
ful servants of the church who have blessed the Grape-
vine with their service over the years are rotating off 
the board. Their commitment and devoted service to 
the Grapevine have been exceptional. We will always 
be appreciative of their contribution to the mission and 
ministry of our beloved newsletter.  

We express deep gratitude for these beloved Grape-
vine board members:  Rev. Dr. Paul A. Crowe, Jr. of 
Indianapolis, Indiana: former President of the Council 
on Christian Unity of the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ); Carolyn Day, of Indianapolis, Indiana: for-
mer Grapevine Treasurer; Claude and Patricia Ma-
ples of Dallas, Texas: devoted Pastors and denomina-

tion leaders; and Terri Hill of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
formerly Grapevine Development Consultant, as well 
as board member. 

Although we say goodbye to these board members, in 
terms of their active participation on the board; we 
will always consider them an important part of this 
ministry. We will continue to celebrate their contribu-
tion to the Grapevine and the Disciples denomination 
as a whole. To God Be The Glory! 

Joyfully Submitted, 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Norma R. Ellington-Twitty, Ph.D., Board President 

Dear Church – 

My heart is still singing from the holy 

time we shared in Des Moines last month. 

The Spirit was present and real in worship. 

The discussions were deep in the work-

shops. The joy was tangible at the meal 

events.  Our programming for youth and 

young adults included education about the 

governance of the church, and we saw 

how important multi-generational worship 

is when we gather. Many of those gath-

We Celebrate Faithful Service! 

GENERAL MINISTER AND PRESIDENT REFLECTS 

ON GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
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ered spoke strongly for justice in 

the business sessions, at the candlelight vigil and 

the post-assembly rally. As the General Youth Coun-

cil reminded us with their resolution, we must contin-

ue to invite one another to listen and discuss, even 

when we disagree.  To walk together in love even 

when we disagree is at the heart of being “Disciple”. 

I am genuinely hopeful for the future of this Church. I 

saw signs of life and growth everywhere, of Disciples 

who are learning to abide 

whether that means waiting 

with expectation or tarrying a 

while in the Presence. While 

we spent some 

time celebrating our past, I 

also heard from many dedicat-

ed Disciples that we are a 

group whose time has come in 

this fragmented world. A look 

at the MissionFest projects 

made me both proud and ex-

cited about the ministry that 

Disciples are engaged in 

across the US and Cana-

da.  To quote the Week of 

Compassion team, “Good 

work, Church!” 

In partnership with the Disciples of Christ Historical 

Society, we celebrated the 50th Anniversaries of 

The Design and the Merger Agreement, two docu-

ments which shaped our current manifestation as 

church together.  As many of us gathered  to look for-

ward in the “Design at 100” and “Second 50” work-

shops, I was encouraged by the presence of two of our 

former GMPS, Sharon Watkins and Dick Hamm, as 

they facilitated a conversation about what our church 

needs to look like in the next 50 years. Disciples from 

across our church stood to speak truth into the room, 

naming both our challenges as well as our 

hopes.  This kind of real talk must continue to be part 

of our work as we move forward together.  The con-

versations revealed that we are not as afraid of 

change, and that we are confident in God’s ability to 

empower us for ministry. 

In the midst of the celebrations, we marked two very 

important occasions. One was the culmination of a 

major part of the 2020 Vision. Former General Minis-

ter and President Dick Hamm set the vision before us 

in the 1990s and he was there to announce the 

achievement of one of the goals of beginning more 

than 1,000 new faith communities. While not every 

start continued, we have more than 60 percent who 

did. But another effect of those planting operations 

was to work new church ministry into our DNA, to 

make the planting embedded in who 

we are today. 

We were also blessed to affirm 

our full communion agreement with 

The United Church of Canada. We 

were already in partnership through 

two of our Canadian congregations 

and our shared relationship with the 

United Church of Christ. This agree-

ment closed the triangle to make all 

three denominations stronger with 

shared ministry. Not a merger, but a 

partnership, this agreement will be 

celebrated in October in Winnepeg. 

Disciples, while we are primed for 

growing into what the Lord has in 

mind for us – to become a healing, helping force for 

good in this fragmented world – we must make it a 

priority to be connected to the Vine, Jesus Christ, 

through the disciplines of prayer and Bible study.  We 

must be strengthened in our spiritual beings in order 

to bear the fruit that is only possible through Christ.  I 

invite you to do that work together, wherever you are, 

wherever you serve.  We will be stronger as a church 

because of it.  We must continue to abide, to remain, 

to persist. 

I am looking forward to what we can accomplish be-

fore we meet again in Louisville, KY, in 2021. I am 

honored to be on this journey with you. 

With God’s love, 

Terri 
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 AROUND THE OLDTIMERS’/GREENWOOD BOOTH 

WORSHIP AND WORSHIPFUL WORK 
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AT THE HERITAGE BANQUET 

Aside from the rich fellowship and great food at the National Convocation General Asssembly Heritage Ban-

quet the community was introduced to a play written and adapted by Rev. Monique Crain Spells.  The follow-

ing are excerpts from the program 

NATIONAL CONVOCATION ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY  
ANNOUNCES 2020 RETIREMENT DATE 

For almost 16 years, 

Rev. Dr. Timothy James 

has been an associate 

general minister and the 

administrative secretary 

for the National Convo-

cation. By his retirement 

date of Dec. 31, 2020, he 

will have had more than 

17 years in the position. 

“I have had such a won-

derful time serving over 

these years.  I am deeply honored to have served with 

the first woman General Minister and President, Rev. 

Dr. Sharon Watkins and the first African American 

General Minister and President, Rev. Terri Hord Ow-

ens.  A lot of changes have occurred and I am confi-

dent, more are still to come.” 

James has been associate general minister in partner-

ship with three general minister and presidents, begin-

ning with Rev. Dr. Chris Hobgood in 2003, followed 

by Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins and Rev. Teresa (Terri) 

Hord Owens. 

During his tenure as administrative secretary, he has 

overseen eight biennial sessions of the National Con-

vocation and is deep into planning his ninth, “It’s Re-

al: 2020 Experience,” in conjunction with the North 
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American Pacific/Asian Disciples and the Central Pas-

toral Office for Hispanic Ministries. This joint meet-

ing of the three communities is a first for Disciples. 

“I have so appreciated working with Dr. James these 

past two years,” said General Minister and President 

Hord Owens. “He was so welcoming when I arrived 

on the scene two years ago. His collegial attitude and 

easy-going ways will be missed in the Office of Gen-

eral Minister and President. This next year of transi-

tion is an exciting time in the 100+ year history of the 

African-American community of Disciples.” 

“Dr. James is a good friend and colleague,” said Rev. 

Dr. Donald K. Gillett II, current president of the Na-

tional Convocation’s board. “We are going to miss his 

deep spiritual gifts as well as his ready laugh.” 

The board of the National Convocation will be open-

ing a search process this fall with the hope of having a 

successor to introduce at the July 2020 Biennial Ses-

sion in Fort Worth. Application processes will be out-

lined and posted on both 

the disciples.org and nationalconvocation.orgwebsites. 

When the application window opens, notification will 

be provided via Selah, Disciples News Service, 

and Disciples Together e-letters as well as National 

Convocation and Disciples of Christ Facebook pages. 

BETHANY COLLEGE HONORS DOC LEADER  
REV. JULIA BROWN KARIMU  

WITH HONORARY DOCTORATE OF DIVINITY 

Called a personal and professional mentor by Bethany 

College President Tamara Rodenberg, Rev. Julia 

Brown Karimu displayed pure joy 

on stage as she received an honorary 

doctorate of divinity from Rev. Dr. 

Rodenberg and the Bethany Board 

of Trustees during the College’s 

179thCommencement ceremony, 

May 11. 

Karimu, a Mississippi native who 

serves as president of the Division 

of Overseas Ministries of the Chris-

tian Church – Disciples of Christ 

(DOC) and as co-executive of Glob-

al Ministries, addressed the graduates during Friday’s 

Baccalaureate, where she shared wisdom and strate-

gies for “Owning Our Privilege,” the title of her re-

marks. 

“You have been privileged with the intellectual ability 

to excel academically,” Karimu said. “You have been 

privileged with the discipline to remain steadfast as 

you pursued your degree. You have been privileged to 

live in a world for such a time as this. 

“My sending forth prayer for you this evening is that 

you will decide to use your privilege, the precious 

privilege given to you by God, to 

transform the world into one in 

which the dignity of all people is 

respected, that your core will sus-

tain you for this journey, and that 

you will be open to God’s surpris-

es.” 

Founded by Alexander Campbell 

in 1840, Bethany College was the 

first college to be affiliated with 

DOC. This religious body, of 

which Campbell was one of the 

principal founders, continues to support and encour-

age the College. 

Throughout its history, Bethany has regularly invited 

DOC leaders and influencers to speak at events, in-

cluding Rev. Teresa Hord Owens, general minister 

and president of the Christian Church (DOC), who 

was invited to speak at the College’s Founder’s Day 

Convocation earlier this year. 
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Ordained by the Christian Church (DOC) in 1990, Ka-

rimu has a strong presence of involvement in the DOC 

church both personally and professionally, as her job 

requires her to travel the world to be a witness of 

DOC. 

Board of Trustees member Rev. Dr. Janet Long, disci-

ples minister and senior pastor of Washington Avenue 

Christian Church, introduced Karimu for the well-

deserved honor during Commencement and officially 

welcomed her into the Bethany family. 

“I am so honored by this,” said Karimu, explaining 

that global engagement opportunities caused her to 

miss out on her own commencement ceremonies both 

at Jackson State University and Christian Theological 

Seminary in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

“And so this is my first real commencement,” she 

squealed. “Thank you, and God bless you.” 

The Christian Church in 

Arizona is overjoyed to 

announce its calling of 

Reverend Jay Hartley as 

Regional Minister and 

President. On Saturday, 

July 13, 2019, the Region 

held a Special Regional 

Assembly to hear the Re-

gional Search Team’s 

nomination and over-

whelmingly approved 

calling Rev. Hartley to the 

position. 

Rev. Hartley is a graduate of Vanderbilt Divinity 

School and will come to the Christian Church in Ari-

zona from Eastwood Christian Church, where he has 

served since August of 2000. The Region looks for-

ward to Rev. Hartley exercising his collaborative lead-

ership style, his long history of mentorship, and his 

deep abiding love for the Gospel in his new role in 

Arizona. 

The Region expresses tremendous gratitude for Rev. 

Richie Sanchez who has served as our interim Region-

al Minister and President for nearly two years.  Rev. 

Sanchez’s guidance and spirit of joy will be 

missed.  But we are heartened by the knowledge that 

he will be serving nearby as Regional Minister of the 

Pacific Southwest Region. 

The Christian Church in Arizona is poised for great 

things in the future, and our excitement and enthusi-

asm are elevated by the potential represented by call-

ing Rev. Hartley.  Amen! 

James E. Barton II, Regional Moderator, Search Team 

Chair 

We are pleased to an-

nounce that on Satur-

day, June 15th, 2019, 

the Regional Board 

unanimously and en-

thusiastically called 

Rev. Richie Sanchez to 

serve as the next Re-

gional Minister of the 

Pacific Southwest Re-

gion, and he has accept-

ed the call. Praise God! Richie will complete his service 

as the Interim Regional Minister of the Arizona Region 

this summer. He will begin serving in the PSWR in the 

fall when the term of the current Co-Regional Ministers 

is completed. 

Sanchez was born to parents who immigrated to the US 

from Puerto Rico, and he grew up as a native Spanish 

speaker in the midst of cultural diversity in Brooklyn, 

NY. His parents were members of the Disciples of Christ 

Church and spent his formative years as a member of the 

First Hispanic Christian Church in Brooklyn, NY. His 

conversion experience occurred at 18 years of age, and 

he developed leadership skills by working in youth and 

young-adult ministries. These experiences awoke Richie 

to answer the call to ministry, after which he served in a 

number of commissioned roles in local and regional min-

istry leading up to his formal education in seminary, be-

ARIZONA CALLS 
NEW REGIONAL MINISTER 

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST CALLS  
REGIONAL MINISTER 
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coming an ordained Minister in 2015. He has a regular 

practice of journaling, prayer walks, devotions, and per-

sonal retreats, stating that “prayer, stillness, biblical re-

flection, and rest are my constant.” 

Richie started out his professional work life in the corpo-

rate world, working for 4 years with ATT network ser-

vices. He left this position to serve as the Administrative 

Assistant to the Regional Minister in Florida during a 

particularly difficult transitional period. In this position, 

he was the contact for the Committee on Ministry 

(COM) working with congregations and pastoral call, 

managed special projects and improved office technolo-

gies. After 2 years in this position, he became the Special 

Assistant to the Regional Minister, and he spent 3 years 

in this position supporting the executive staff, COM, 

leading the visioning for moving the regional office, and 

developing deeper relationships with the Latino constitu-

encies in the region. He then was selected as the Associ-

ate Regional Pastor and served as the “Pastor to Pastors,” 

managed seasonal camp programs for children, youth, 

and young adults. He supported the launching of several 

new congregations, the transformation of others and the 

closing of a few ministries. After 3 years as the Associ-

ate Regional Pastor, he moved to Indianapolis for Semi-

nary, and for 1 1⁄2 years he served as a Student Minister 

at Light of the World Christian Church in Indianapolis. 

His service to this very active and large African Ameri-

can congregation included preaching, teaching, pastoral 

care, and fostering a new congregational culture. After 

seminary, he spent the next year serving as the interim 

pastor of 2 churches (FCC New Castle, Indiana and Dan-

ville Christian Church in Danville, Indiana) before being 

called as the Interim Regional Minister and President of 

the Arizona Region. He has served in this role since Au-

gust of 2017. 

Eastern Mennonite University announces the appoint-
ment of Shannon W. Dycus to the dean of students 
position. Dycus, most recently co-pastor of First 
Mennonite Church in Indianapolis, Indiana, brings 
experience in the pastorate, higher education and K-12 
education. She will begin August 1. 

The Dean of Students is the senior student life 
representative at EMU, responsible for the co-
curricular aspects of learning and living on campus. 

The dean collaborates with student life operations and 
supervises various directors.  

“We saw in Shannon exceptional gifts, skills and 
dispositions that will serve well our students and staff,” 
said Provost Fred Kniss. “She is a strong and 
thoughtful leader who will combine emotional 
intelligence and wisdom with administrative savvy in 
leading our highly skilled team of student life staff. Her 
combination of experience with students in an 
academic setting and with pastoral support of persons 
in crisis in her congregational setting prepares her well 
for this role.”  

Before and during her time as co-pastor of First 
Mennonite Church, Dycus served as academic advisor 
and adjunct faculty in the humanities at Franklin 
University of Ohio. She also taught courses in critical 
thinking, ethical reasoning and learning skills. At First 
Mennonite, she led missional and faith formation 
ministries.  

Dycus has also worked in the chaplaincy, K-12 
education and with a youth-focused nonprofit.  

“In this new role, I see 
one of my primary 
responsibilities as 
helping to nurture the 
culture at EMU rooted 
in our shared values,” 
Dycus wrote in an 
email from the 
Mennonite Church 
USA convention last 
week, where she 
served on the worship 
planning team. 
“Whether in 
classrooms or 
sanctuaries, my 
experience has taught me the necessity of cultivating 
inclusive and creative spaces, the soil from which 
academic success flourishes. Student life at EMU had 
excelled at this and I hope to encourage ongoing efforts 
for the sake of this community and its impact on those 
around it.” 

Dycus holds a Master of Divinity degree from Christian 
Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, Indiana, where 
she was awarded the Excellence in Liturgical Worship 
Leadership Award. She is completing a diploma in the 
art of spiritual direction from San Francisco 
Theological Seminary.   

She earned her BA in middle and secondary education 
with a certification in psychology, sociology and 
economics at Butler University. 

EMU ANNOUNCES NEW DEAN 
OF STUDENTS  
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“For the Lord your God…executes justice for the fa-

therless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giv-

ing him food and clothing. Love the sojourner there-

fore; for you were sojourners in the land of 

Egypt.” (Deuteronomy 10:17-19) 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do 

not stop them; for it is to such as these that the king-

dom of heaven belongs.” (Matthew 19:14) 

Dear Church, 

Our sacred scriptures are filled with stories of uproot-

ed peoples and prophets in movement, with constant 

presence and direction from God.  We are inspired by 

the leading of our Lord who liberated the Israelites, 

comforted the community as they faced exile and later 

repatriation, and guided Jesus’ family to safety as they 

fled persecution under Herod.  We therefore are ready 

to live out our call to demonstrate radical hospitality 

and welcome today’s immigrants, refugees, and asy-

lum seekers who are likewise searching for protection 

from persecution. 

Our hearts grieve the deaths of children on the U.S.-

Mexico border and in detention facilities while in U.S. 

custody which are at odds with our call to wel-

come.  We urge the release of immigrant children and 

adults held captive within our land in detention hold-

ing centers reported in recent weeks by the Office of 

Inspector General to have “issues of dangerous over-

crowding” and sub-standard hygiene requiring 

“corrective action…critical to the immediate health 

and safety needs of detainees.” We are appalled by the 

“prolonged detention of children and adults,” despite 

regulations aimed to ensure children are housed only 

in sanitary conditions, are released without unneces-

sary delay, and would be placed in the least restrictive 

conditions.   

We remember how Jesus announced his ministry “to 

preach good news to the poor… proclaim release to 

the captives and…set at liberty those who are op-

pressed” (Luke 4:18).  We reaffirm our previous com-

mitments against family separations and efforts to end 

child detention, and we again demand these practices 

that are keeping children detained in dozens of facili-

ties be ended.  Together with the Oklahoma Confer-

ence of Churches, we speak out against the housing of 

immigrant children at Fort Sill Army post where Japa-

nese Americans were interned during World War II, 

and “cannot stand silent as this history is repeated with 

innocent children who will, no doubt, incur trauma 

and life-altering consequences.”    

Because we believe that love can transcend every cul-

tural divide, we join with ecumenical and interfaith 

partners to urge all persons seeking asylum be granted 

full due process and opportunities to pursue protec-

tions as guaranteed by national and international 

laws.  We confess US foreign policies have contribut-

ed to exploitation of Central American countries and 

created root conditions that encourage persons to mi-

grate.   

As people of faith, we are eager to “not neglect to 

show hospitality to strangers” (Hebrews 13:2) and to 

strengthen our efforts to become “Immigrant Welcom-

ing Congregations.”  Therefore, we urge our govern-

ment leaders to positively and urgently address the 

crisis at the border; such as establishing regional refu-

gee processing centers, strengthening asylum protec-

tions in the US and Mexico, modernizing ports of en-

try, using existing funding to US Customs and Border 

Protection to hire child welfare professionals, support-

ing proven and community-based alternatives to de-

tention, and addressing the root causes of migration. 

In this critical moment, aware that our “ancestor Jacob 

was a wandering Aramean who went to live as a for-

eigner in Egypt…but…became a large and mighty na-

tion” (Deuteronomy 26:5, NLT), we seek to faithfully 

assume our responsibilities to care for the sojourn-

er.  For we remember Jesus’ words that “as you did it 

to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to 

me” (Matthew 25:40). 

In Christ’s love, 

Leaders of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  

[See web page for list of signers.] 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN DETENTION & AT THE BORDER: 

A WORD TO THE CHURCH 
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If you really change your ways and your actions and 

deal with each other justly, if you do not oppress the 

foreigner, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed 

innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow 

other gods to your own harm, then I will let you live in 

this place, in the land I gave your ancestors for ever 

and ever. But look, you are trusting in deceptive 

words that are worthless.—Jeremiah 7:5-8  

Rev. Dr. Alvin O'Neal Jackson 

One week ago, we were in El Paso at the invitation of 

the Border Network for Human Rights to highlight the 

violence that their community has been suffering. We 

heard stories of families separated, asylum seekers 

turned away and refugees detained like prisoners of 

war.  We   heard how their community has been mili-

tarized and how poor border communities have been 

especially targeted. We promised that we would do 

everything in our power to compel the nation to see 

this violence. Just a few days later, a terrorist opened 

fire in El Paso. And then another attack occurred in 

Dayton. 

In reflecting on these outbreaks of violence, our hearts 

are broken. This moment demands a moral reckoning 

with who we are and who we want to become as a na-

tion. 

The truth is that, while every generation has worked to 

push us toward becoming a more perfect union, we 

have also tolerated lies that beget violence. America’s 

founding fathers  spoke of liberty, while drafting doc-

uments that called Native Americans savages, accept-

ed the enslavement of Africans, and ignored the voic-

es of women. This hypocrisy created space for slave-

holder religion to bless white supremacy, pseudo-

science to justify eugenics, a sick sociology to pit peo-

ple against one another, and predatory policies to 

scapegoat non-white immigrants and blame poverty 

on the poor. 

Politicians who try to denounce the racism of an indi-

vidual, but do not denounce racist policies refuse to 

deal with the depths of the problems we face. We can-

not address the violence of  white nationalism without 

stopping the policies of white nationalism and the lies 

that are told to justify them. In 1963, George Wallace 

began to spew racist rhetoric from the governor’s of-

fice  in Alabama. By the end of that year, Medgar 

Evers was dead, four girls in a church were dead, and 

a President was dead because these words and these 

policies were a breeding ground    for violence. It al-

ways has been that way. Whenever we've had these 

words and policies, they have also unleashed this kind 

of violence. 

For this reason, we call on President Trump, Members 

of Congress and Presidential Candidates, our people 

on the ground in movements and communities of 

struggle, people who have embraced the lies of white 

nationalism, and our religious leaders and people of 

faith and conscience to revive the heart and soul of 

this country. 

Mr. President, we recognize that you are a symptom 

of our decaying moral fabric and you have ignited a 

modern day wildfire. The coals of white nationalism 

are always smoldering in our common life, and they 

have fueled the violence of indigenous genocide, slav-

ery, lynching and Jim Crow. Stop stoking the fires of 

violence with racist words and policies. Mr. President, 

you must repent in word and deed if your leadership is 

to bring us together, rather than tearing us apart. 

To Members of Congress and our elected representa-

tives, we ask you to ensure our domestic tranquility. 

You can take immediate action to stop the President’s 

racist attacks on immigrants. You can act to ensure 

voting rights, pass gun reform to keep weapons of war 

out of our communities, end federal programs that 

send military equipment to our local and state police 

departments, pass immigration reform that allows us 

all to thrive and build up the country, ensure good jobs 

and living wages and relief from our debts, and guar-

antee health care and social programs that meet our 

PASTORAL LETTER ON THE EL PASO SHOOTINGS 
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needs. The lies of white nationalism have prevented 

action on all of these issues, and those who have ena-

bled the President or remained silent  are culpable. 

As you return to Washington D.C., we call on Con-

gress to honor the August 28 anniversary of the March 

on Washington and the murder of Emmett Till by 

passing an Omnibus Bill that offers a comprehensive 

response to the systemic racism that connects the is-

sues facing 140 million poor and low-wealth people in 

this country. 

To all candidates running for President in 2020, we 

call on you to address 

both the violence of 

racism and the policies 

of racism and white 

nationalism in the pub-

lic debates. We ask 

you to connect these 

policies of systemic 

racism to poverty, eco-

logical devastation, the 

war economy, milita-

rism and a distorted 

moral narrative that 

accepts, justifies and 

perpetuates systemic violence. 

To our movements and organizations on the ground, 

do not go back to your silos; instead we must build a 

moral fusion movement. We have been organizing in 

separate streams, often along lines of race, issue area 

or geography, but we need much more than our own 

fights can win. This is not the time to become en-

trenched in those divisions. We need to come together 

across race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, issue, 

geography and other lines of division to make a fight 

for everything we need and make sure we are all in — 

nobody is out. 

To those who have embraced the lies of white nation-

alism and racism, we humbly recognize the power of 

fear. We live in a time when many people do not know 

if they will  have work today or health care tomorrow. 

Many families do not know what agency is coming  

for them or their children. We do not know who to 

trust and have been left to fend for    ourselves and 

whoever we believe to be on our side. Let us find 

strength in our pain, mourn  our losses, and remember 

that we are all part of a common human family. Let us 

reject every attempt by politicians and corporate inter-

ests to pit us against one another. Let us confess that 

white nationalism is a myth that has not served most 

people, even those it claims to protect. 

Let us fight for each other and for a world where eve-

ryone can thrive. 

To our religious leaders and people of faith, we call on 

you to offer moral leadership in the public square. If 

you have condoned the 

lies of white national-

ism or remained silent, 

you have failed to 

keep your sacred 

vows. We ask you to 

recall the struggles of 

our ancestors so we 

can work together to 

build up a more per-

fect union in our com-

mon life. 

We call on all people 

of faith and conscience 

to sign on to this letter and share it throughout your 

networks. Let us prevent this violence from defining 

who we are as a nation and people. 

Forward together, not one step back. 

Rev. Dr. William Barber, II, President, Repairers of 

the Breach and Co-Chair of the Poor People’s Cam-

paign: A National Call for Moral Revival. 

Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, Director, Kairos Center for 

Religions, Rights and Social Justice and Co-Chair of 

the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Mor-

al Revival. 

Rev. Teresa Ward Owens, General Minister and Presi-

dent of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

Rabbi Rick Jacobs, President, Union for Reform Juda-

ism. 

Minister Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove, Red Letter 

Christians. 
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The Real  

National Emergency 

Saturday morning, April 27, 

2019, I, with the company of 

my wife Joyce, joined the Na-

tional Emergency Truth and 

Poverty Tour.  I was inspired 

by the purpose which is: “To 

shine a light on the plight, 

fight, and insight of the poor in Cincinnati and real 

national emergencies.”  It was encouraging to know 

that we were touring in Cincinnati, Ohio, while other 

tours were taking place in 10 other states. This is a 

movement that has caught on and with continued 

commitment, solidarity, unity, collaboration and pray-

er can’t be stopped. 

The National Emergency Truth and Poverty Tour is 

designed to shift the false narrative to enable the truth 

of the real national emergencies to be told and 

heard.  Each tour gives the riders the chance to hear 

first-hand the stories from people who live in environ-

ments that are poverty stricken, rated high in crime, 

drug infested, food deserts, lacking decent transit sys-

tems, no hospitals and in need of employment and ed-

ucational opportunities for students. 

Cincinnati was the city where I served as a student 

associate minister in local congregation during my 

first year in seminary.  Not being a Cincinnati native, 

and the short time I served, I was completely unaware 

of the communities of Winton Hills and Price Hill. 

These areas have a long history of poverty and crime. 

It was pointed out that in Ohio, 41 percent of the pop-

ulation lives at or below the poverty level.  In Cincin-

nati, 36 percent of the population live at or below the 

poverty level. 

We heard personal stories that were most impactful. 

The stories made the tour both informative and im-

pactful.  It is clear to see how knowledge is power. 

The powerless poor need their plight, fight and insight 

lifted to the national stage for the attention of leaders 

and policy makers. The national emergency is pov-

erty, its systemic and is likened unto darkness. Jesus 

said, “And this is the condemnation, that light is come 

into the world, and men loved darkness rather than 

light, because their deeds were evil.”  (John 3: 19). 

The ignorance of the pervasiveness of poverty coupled 

with the policies that maintain poverty’s status quo, 

need to be lit up and shouted from the roof tops. This 

was a positive experience.  The comradery and colle-

giality was a bonus. 

Rev. Dr. William Barber, II and Rev. Dr. Liz Theoha-

ris would be proud and pleased with the enthusiasm 

and preparation the Ohio Campaign brought to the 

National Emergency Truth and Poverty Bus Tour. 

Are you living into the gos-

pel? I'll answer the question as 

if I were being asked. The an-

swer is a resounding yes! Yes, 

I am living into the gospel be-

cause of the love of Jesus, the 

One who is the Christ! In 

Christ I have a new identity 

and position in God's design. 

In Christ I am destined for a 

heavenly reunion with my sis-

ter, Teresa, and my dad, Carl, who are present with 

the Lord. When it's my time to go I want them to join 

as a chorus in the gracious greeting from the Lord, 

"Well done you good and faithful servant!" 

Leadership in the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) for me is about living into the gospel in every 

aspect of life. I am witnessing this in the service of the 

general ministry established as the Division Homeland 

Ministries which is now doing business as Disciples 

Home Missions. This ministry connects people with 

ways to live into the gospel! The gospel to immigrants 

is that there is a place for them (Refugee and Immi-

gration Ministries/ Immigration Legal Counsel). The 

gospel to pastors is that there is help along their minis-

terial journey and resources to feed their spirits. 

ASSOCIATE GENERAL MINISTER 

PARTICIPATES IN POVERTY 

TOUR 

"DHM CONNECTIONS FOR  

LIVING INTO THE GOSPEL!" 
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(Christian Vocations - Well Fed Spirit). The gospel to 

parents is that there is help in the faith formation their 

children (Christian Education and Faith Formation & 

Ministries Across Generations). The gospel to women 

is that there are women empowered as leaders 

(Disciples Women). The gospel to men is that there 

are men who gather to uplift others (Disciples Men). 

The gospel to children is that there are places to wor-

ship and wonder (Children Worship and Wonder). The 

gospel to congregations is that there is help along their 

journeys of transformation (Evangelism and Congre-

gational Transformation and The Leadership Initiative 

Team). The gospel to youth is that there are youth 

whose voices are valued (General Youth Council). 

The gospel to chaplains is that there are opportunities 

for life-giving connections (Chaplain’s Endorser). The 

gospel to young adults is that there are young adults 

building community around their passion (Young 

Adult Commission & Disciples Peace Fellowship)! 

The gospel to ministerial students is that there are 

scholarships (DHM Scholarship Ministry)! The gospel 

to disaster stricken communities is volunteers helping 

them recover (Disciples Volunteering). The gospel to 

humanity is that God has given us the awesome gift of 

God's creation (Green Chalice) and re-creation in 

Christ! 

 

I believe in Jesus and I believe in you! Check us out a 

ministry of interest to you. We are at your service. We 

serve to embody the gospel through all of our various 

ministries because of the love of Christ! 

 

May God's richest and best be yours! 

 

Sotello 

DHM...connecting people to the life-changing love of 

God! 

TCMF INSTALLS OFFICERS 

TCMF installed its new officers at their 137th Assem-

bly. The new President is Rev. Robert Lofts of New 

Mt. Olive C.C. Henderson Tx. The Assembly which 

was formerly held at Jarvis Christian College now 

convenes every two years at various Hotels around the 

state. 

 

March 25, 2019 - Today, I 

remember my paternal 

grandfather, the late Rev. 

Noel E. Hord, who would 

have been 100 years old to-

day.  It is still hard to imag-

ine that he has passed from 

this earth.  I grew up in the 

church he pastored, and he 

baptized me, as he did each 

one of his children and 

grandchildren.  He was a force for justice, and fought 

to desegregate public facilities in Terre Haute, IN.  He 

was brilliant, erudite, prophetic; he was funny, mis-

chievous, and down-to-earth.  He worked to build in-

terfaith and interracial coalitions.  He was the force 

behind the building of the Charles T. Hyte Communi-

ty Center in Terre Haute, IN (he would be so sad to 

see how it has declined).  He was a pastor to so many, 

especially for the many young adults, college students 

and children in our church and community. 

Papa taught us to play ping-pong, pool, and softball.  

He was very competitive, and told us to “cheat fair”.  

He was the first black athlete to play baseball at 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY “PAPA” 
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Franklin College in Franklin, IN.  He read voraciously 

and was an early proponent of black liberation theolo-

gy when James Cone was not popular among black 

ministers.  He led the local NAACP, and when Dr. 

King was assassinated, he organized the city’s memo-

rial service, leading a procession of Terre Haute’s reli-

gious and community leaders.  He always reminded us 

that we were just regular human beings, and that no 

matter how smart or successful we might be or be-

come, there were other people in the world besides 

ourselves, and we needed to think about how our ac-

tions impacted other people.   

Papa left us an example to follow and a legacy to pass 

on.  When I told my grandparents I had accepted a call 

to ministry, he smiled and Grandma shouted �.  

“That’s wonderful, daughter”, he said.  He passed 

away 6 months before my ordination.  I was ordained 

in his robe, and I wore that robe and stole as I was in-

stalled as General Minister and President of the Chris-

tian Church (Disciples of Christ).  How I would love 

to talk with him about how the church must minister 

in today’s context.  He would tell us that Black Lives 

Matter, and that the church must transform to meet the 

needs of this generation and beyond.  He would tell us 

to register to vote, and he would still be reminding us 

that there are other people in the world besides our-

selves.  He would remind me to laugh, to get away, to 

read, to spend time with my family, and he would still 

be competitive on the softball field.  I know that he is 

looking down from the balcony of heaven, with his 

head tilted to the side and smiling.  It is because of 

Papa that I use the name Rev. Teresa HORD Ow-

ens....If you knew him, you know why. 

Happy 100th Birthday in heaven, Papa!  I know 

Grandma is shouting, and that you are smiling...we all 

miss you so much. 

Terri Hord Owens 

Call us ‘Sisters in the Spirit’ or ‘Children of the 

Church’, we are ‘daughters’ connected to each other 

and this church by the love and service of our fathers 

to it.   

One Sunday afternoon this summer, we were excited 

to be greeting each other at an ordination service.  

One brother observing 

our comradery asked 

what the connection 

between the four of us 

was and I proudly re-

plied that our fathers 

had all spent time in 

the general office of 

the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ).  

He responded enthusi-

astically that this was 

a historical moment.  We agree, as we are: 

 Amelia Webb Walker – daughter of Charles H. 

Webb, Sr., Director of Evangelism and Development 

for the National Christian Missionary Convention 

(NCMC) and Pastor 

 Katherine Fox Cunningham – daughter of Wil-

liam K. Fox, Sr. – Administrative Secretary for the 

NCMC and editor of the Christian Plea and founder of 

the Oldtimers’s Grapevine newsletters 

 Stacy Evans Duke – daughter of Lorenzo Ev-

ans, Director of Christian Education for the NCMC  

 Denola Brown Burton – daughter of Raymond 

Brown, Vice Presi-

dent of the Board of 

Church Extension and 

Pastor 

The bonds were 

forged as these men 

worked to develop 

leaders and congrega-

tions around the coun-

try and instilled in 

their sons and daugh-

ters the same love and 

respect for service to God and church that inspired 

them.  We maintain the bonds as we meet and greet 

one another in service and fellowship opportunities, 

still.  We’re proud and honor bound to keep the con-

nection going! 

DAUGHTERS 
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They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, “Their 

hands will get too weak for the work, and it will not be 

completed.”  But I prayed, “Now strengthen my 

hands. (Neh. 6:9 NIV) 

“This short verse iden-

tifies a crucial, yet of-

ten overlooked, turning 

point in the post exilic 

melodrama.  You re-

member that the Jews, 

the people of God, 

Yahweh’s chosen peo-

ple, were living their 

best and beautiful 

lives, their fanciful and 

fabulous lives, their 

self-indulgent and self-

centered lives, when 

they were conquered, 

captured and carried away to exile in Babylon.” 

After formal introductions to the congregation by Rev. 

Richard L. Spleth, regional minister of Indiana; 

Shatrese Flowers , the president of LWCC; and 

Dwayne Montgomery, 

the chair of the pasto-

ral search committee; 

Pastor Janae Pitts-

Murdock began her 

inaugural sermon.  “ 

LET’S GET TO 

WORK” was the sub-

ject of the sermon.  

Pastor Janae will serve 

for fifteen months 

with two possible 

three month exten-

sions as the interim 

senior pastor of Light 

of the World Christian 

Church. 

PASTOR JANAE PITTS-MURDOCK 

CALLED AS INTERIM SENIOR PASTOR OF 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

At 104 years of age, 
Ruth P. Hobbs, of 
Ridge, Mississippi re-
mains active, creative 
and appreciative of 
God’s wonderful world. 
We share excerpts from 
her recently submitted 
poem. 
 
Summer has pulled its 

curtain down 
And pinned it with a 

star, 
Autumn has come smil-
in’ in - no matter where 

you are. 
 

Some flowers have lost their color,  
Lovely Summer roses used to grow, 

Though flittering butterflies now depart 

Signs of autumn here we know. 
 

Listen to whisper of gentle breezes 
Colorful leaves flying to and fro’ 

Music of beautiful Autumn chiming - 
Graceful sound o Autumn bestow. 

 
No season is more beautiful than 

The Autumn time of year. 
Everything is still beautiful - falling leaves flying eve-

rywhere. 
 

The sky is heaven’s canvas, Which is always on dis-
play 

It brightens up all the seasons, As we journey on our 
way. 

 
Thank God for all the seasons, 
They all have the reasons to be. 

To be glorifyed by mankind, 
To be appreciated by you and me. 

EXCERPTS FROM SIGNS OF AUTUMN 
Poem by Ruth P. Hobbs, Grapevine Board Member 
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POET’S CORNER  by May F. Reed 

MAY THERE BE HORSES IN HEAVEN 

Hay, apples, oats and corn give strength to the mighty 

steed of keen, perceptiveness, power, sense and smell; 

a playful, spirited creature who prances and dances, 

whinnies and neighs. At birth he is awkward, stum-

bles and sways but quickly acquires a feel of stability 

to stand and run upon the land. Green, grassy mead-

ows are to be his home, prepared by nature a splendid 

place to roam. Some horses lead a wearisome view, 

while others enjoy good things such as 

we do. When the stallion rises upon 

his hind legs, holds forelegs in air, 

what a beauty to behold. When he 

swishes his tail and tosses his head, 

and the wind catches his mane, it is 

poetry in motion and beauty to behold. 

And when he canters, trots, then 

breaks into a gentle gallop – with head 

held high and tail exquisitely arched, 

flowing gracefully in the wind– it is a 

stunning, breathtaking sight. And 

when we mount upon him, he awaits 

your command. You feel his massive frame beneath 

you as he lifts his head, ears perked, and turns slight-

ly, allowing you to catch a glimpse into his eye and he 

into yours which expresses his readiness to carry you 

forward. You tap his sides gently as you draw firmly 

the reigns and with a toss of his graceful head he is 

ready to go forward. You might lean and pat softly the 

nap of his neck as his stride begins. Your feet planted 

firmly in the stirrups allows you to stay seated in the 

saddle. As you shift from side-to-side a little, just 

steady yourself in the stirrups. When the point of des-

tiny is reached –pull back gently on the reigns and 

this mighty steed will come to a halt. Your will indi-

cated becomes a command and there you are a sharing 

– horse and whoa-man. You’ve mounted on his left so 

be sure to do the same in dismounting, and in doing 

that you’ll remain n-tact.  And may there be horses in 

heaven for me. 

May Reed 

WHAT WOULD LIFE BE 

WITHOUT LAUGHTER 

When the teacher caught some of her students with 

gum in their mouths, what do you think she did??? 

SHE CHEWED THEM OUT. 

(anon) 

The kids texted me “Plz” which is shorter than please. 

I texted back “No” which is shorter than Yes.” 

(anon) 

A CELESTRIAL CONVERSATION 

Said Sun to Moon one day “Am I not the brightest 

beam in the sky!” Moon moved slightly but gave no 

notice, gave no reply. And then the planets 

began to speak – yet still Moon uttered no 

sound, not a peep. Then all the stars began 

to blink and sing, and Sun rolled back in 

wonder as their voices did ring. Celestials 

had gathered to assist ole Moon but Moon 

still, not a mumbling word said. And when 

Sun began again to boast, Pluto, farthest 

from Sun shouted “You’re not the heav-

enly host, HE gave you such light. So be 

mindful, Sun, button your lip up-tight.” 

Neptune, 8th from the Sun, then rang out to 

say “You sound like an earthling, talking 

that way.”And Saturn, 6th from Sun, added 

“DITTO” and Jupiter, 5th and largest of them all, 

simply grunted softly to conclude it all – said “Well!” 

Now then Sun replied, “You’ve all had your say, 

and I apologize, Moon, that I’ve bellowed and 

boasted and acted this way. I know I’m bigger & 

brighter than all of you but your remaining unified 

has changed my thoughts, changed my view. I’ll 

remember before I next speak, to manage civility 

and not havoc wreak. 

May Reed 

Written Tue., Aug. 13, 2019 

MY THOTS 

The sense of God is like non other. I’ve always felt 

his presence, and I know the EARTH and all of HIS 

creatures do too. One day when all this wonder is 

passed away, all this which we had no part in creating 

– we will then be able to see, know and understand 

that which he has truly planned for his creation and 

the struggles and strife will be no more. 

AMEN and AMEN 
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For Whom The Bell Tolls 

Forgive the following omission from 

Rev. Cooper’s obituary in the last is-

sue of The Oldtimers’ Grapevine.  

“Rev. Cooper served nine years as the 

pastor of University Christian Church 

of Houston, Texas.  

A JOURNEY REMEBERED 

1921-2019 

As Russell journeyed through life, 

He left footprints wherever he 

went. 

Footprints of kindness and love, 

courage and compassion, 

humor and inspiration, 

joy and faith. 

Even now when he is gone, 

we can still look back 

and clearly see the trail he left behind — 

a trail bright with hope that invites 

Us to follow. 

Vivian Hannah Passed away July 13, 2019. Daughter 

to Clem Hairston (deceased) and Ada Hairston de-

ceased). Former wife to William W. Hannah 

(deceased) and mother to son William (Bill) Hannah 

and daughter Helen Mack. Vivian was born in Beck-

ley Ohio July 5, 1929. She is survived by her grand-

children Lynne Reynolds, Deidre White, Denise 

( Mack) Johnson, Husband Jerrell Johnson and grand-

children Micah Johnson, and Mariam Johnson, she is 

also survived by Her Sister Helen (Hairston) Taylor. 

Memorial services were on Saturday July 20, 2019 at 

Fifth Christian Church of Cleveland. 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Wil-
liam Chris Hobgood, 
former general min-
ister and president of 
the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
passed into new life 
in Christ May 31, 
2019. Hobgood was 
general minister and 
president from Octo-
ber 2003 to July 
2005. 

In addition to his work in the general Church, Hob-
good was regional minister in Arkansas and the Capi-
tal Area and most recently pastor of Bethany Beach 
Christian Church in Delaware. The author of books 
such as Welcoming Resistance: A Path to Faithful 
Ministry, Once and Future Pastor, and Born Apart, 
Becoming One: Disciples Defeating Racism, Hobgood 
was a tireless voice speaking up against racism, mak-
ing that a theme of his term as general minister and 
president. 

“We were so blessed to have him as a leader in our 
Church. I was blessed to be in pro-reconciliation/anti-
racism training with him several times,” said current 
general minister and president, Rev. Teresa “Terri” 
Hord Owens. “His leadership in a transitional time 
called us to faithfulness in our witness as a pro-
reconciling anti-racist Church.” 

Hobgood’s daughter, Dr. Laura Hobgood, said “His 
anti-racism and justice work was always at the heart 
of his ministry.” She noted his long affiliation with the 
Disciples Center for Public Witness as well as the 
mission trips his congregation took to assist with 
rebuilding after Hurricane Katrina. 

Born in July of 1936 in Lotumbe in what was then the 

Republic of Zaire, Hobgood was the son of missionar-

ies. He received his bachelor’s degree from Transylva-

nia College (now University) and his divinity degree 

from the College of the Bible (now Lexington Theo-

logical Seminary) while serving several Kentucky 

congregations in the late 1950s. He earned his doctor 

of ministry from Lancaster Theological Seminary in 

1982. 

REV. CURTIS McMASTER 

COOPER, JR. 

RUSSELL JAMES PARKER SR. 

VIVIAN HANNAH 

REV. DR. CHRIS HOBGOOD, 
FORMER GMP, PASSES 
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JoAnne T. Humbert (nee 

Trimbur), age 88. Beloved 

wife of 66 years to Rev. 

Dr. John O. Humbert; 

dearest mother of Debo-

rah Humbert (Tom King, 

deceased), Jeffrey Hum-

bert (wife Cindy) and the 

late John D. Humbert; 

loving grandmother of Emily Dengler-King (Adam), 

Nicole Gibson and the late Jessica Humbert-Long and 

Neil Cody; dear sister of the late Marilyn Thorp, Wil-

liam Trimbur and Richard Trimbur. JoAnne Trimbur 

Humbert was a native of Niles, Ohio, graduating from 

Niles McKinley High School. She received her Bache-

lor's Degree from Mount Union College in 1953. Jo-

Anne was an elementary school teacher for 28 years in 

Kentucky, Maryland, Ohio and Indiana, later receiving 

her Master's Degree from Butler University. JoAnne's 

gentle kindness and loving compassion were her hall-

mark in teaching, in her role in the church, with her 

husband, and with her family. She was a Master Gar-

dener, family and friends finding great joy in her beau-

tiful gardens. She was dearly cherished by so many, 

who were the recipients of a lifetime of love and car-

ing 

Rufus Lewis, Jr. was born 

on June 7, 1933 in Birming-

ham, Alabama to Rufus 

Lewis Sr. and Jasena Lewis 

(both preceded him in 

death). Rufus’ stepmother, 

Emma Lewis preceded him 

in death as well. 

Rufus was an only child and 

grew up in Birmingham 

where he attended school and graduated from A.H. 

Parker High School of Jefferson County in 1952.  

Rufus was employed in various occupations, however 

the one that gave hom most joy of which he retired 

was the United States Postal Service.  He began his 

occupation with the Postal Service as a mail carrier.  

Rufus was trained by the Postal Service in other areas 

such as counseling, communication and conflict reso-

lution. 

Rufus accepted Christ at an early age and has always 

been a member of The Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) denomination.  From 1990 – 92, Rufus served 

as the National Convocation Secretary and from 

1992—1994, served the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) Alabama—Northwest Florida region as 

Moderator.  It was during his service to the church that 

he heard and answered the Call to Ministry and en-

rolled in Beeson School of Divinity where he earned 

his Master of Divinity.  Rufus pastored both the 

Sellers Memorial Christian Church in Haynesville, 

Alabama and Macedonia Christian in Birmingham, 

Alabama. 

In the year 2000, Rufus was called to Detroit as the 

Pastor of the United Christian Church of Detroit.  It 

was there that Rufus met and married Rhonda Moore 

on February 16, 2002.  Together they worked on vari-

ous ministries of the church and surrounding commu-

nity.  Rufus became a member of the Cody Rouge Co-

alition and a Detroit Police Chaplain of the 6th pre-

cinct. 

Rufus enjoyed watching movies, his daily five mile 

walk at the Mall, and bowling.  Rufus also loved to 

sing and sang with the Voices of Joy Men’s Choir and 

was a member of the “Singing Preachers.”  All who 

knew him knew that he loved to eat and one of his fa-

vorite meals was a two-piece dark from Popeye’s 

Chicken.  Rufus was am amateur photographer that 

took pictures of everything and everybody.  Birming-

ham was his home where he would vacation to visit 

his family, classmates, and friends. 

Rufus was a loving, kind and giving man that loved 

the church and people.  He envisioned that “love” 

would conquer all!  Throughout his pastorate at the 

United Christian Church his motto continued to be that 

of love and Rufus was the epitome of a loving man of 

God.  Until his health began to fail and caused him to 

retire, he continued to show love to all he met. 

JOANNE T. HUMBERT 

REV. RUFUS LEWIS, JR. 
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of aging and health; 3) being an advocate for seniors to become a 
supportive, loving and caring community; 4) giving honor and 
dignity to the lives of those included in “For Whom The Bell 
Tolls”; and 5) highlighting opportunities for the maintenance of a 
high quality life style and service in retirement.  We are enabled 
by the vision of our founder and publisher/executive editor emer-
itus; and servants ordered as Board of Directors, administration 
and editorial staff. 

The Rev. Dr. William K. Fox (1917-2004) 
Founder 

Oscar Haynes (1916-2014) 
Publisher/Executive Editor Emeritus 

 

Dr. Norma Ellington-Twitty, St. Louis, MO, President 
Katherine Fox-Cunningham, Indianapolis, IN, Vice-President 

Norman Reed, Greenwood, IN, Treasurer 
Rev. Dr. John Richard Foulkes, Sr., Indianapolis, IN,  

Publisher/Executive Editor 
 

Board of Directors: 
Eric Brown, Columbus, OH 

Sandra Bryant, Los Angeles, CA 
Patricia Clark, St. Louis, MO 

Kirby Gould, Olathe, KS 
Arnold G. Hayes, Nashville, TN 

Ruth Hobbs, Clinton, MS 
Eugene James, Lansing, MI 

Norweida R. Spencer, Shreveport, LA 
Karen Vroman, Des Moines, IA 

 
Editorial Staff: 

Rev. Dr. Ernest Newborn, Claremont, CA 
Kelsey Danielle Brown, Austin, TX 

May F. Reed, Indianapolis, IN 
 

We can be contacted at: 

P.O. Box 441695 Indianapolis, IN 46244 

(317) 545-9335     oldtimers.grapevine@gmail.com. 


