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Green Chalice Program
The purpose of the Green Chalice Program is to encourage and assist local congregations/DOC Offices 
and Assemblies who wish to live out their faith by caring for creation. With the urgency of climate change 
impacting our neighbors and world right now we have prioritized Carbon Neutrality while still inviting 
congregations to care for creation more generally. This program is designed to recognize congregations for 
being good stewards of God’s creation. It also aims to empower congregations/assemblies with ideas and 
resources to enable them to walk gently on the earth. 

The program has two tiers. The first level is to become a Green Chalice Congregation/Assembly. The second 
level is to become a CERTIFIED Green Chalice Congregation or Assembly.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(INSTRUCTION: CUSTOMIZE YOUR INTRODUCTIONAdd your own photo, name and contact informationTo change photo, click on the icon then upload from your computerInsert your denomination, congregation or organizational logo above the Blessed Tomorrow logo, then delete the instructional words)Talking points:(Add your personal story for why you speaking today)The content I will cover today has been developed in collaboration with [your denomination/organization name], [short description of denomination or organization] and Blessed Tomorrow, which is a coalition of diverse religious partners working to advance ambitious climate solutions in faithful service to God to restore Creation and seek justice for all.ALSO OPTIONAL: ADD AN INTRODUCTORY EXERCISE:Facilitate an introductory exercise with the audience. You can use this, or come up with your own.If the group is very large, encourage them to introduce themselves to a neighbor vs. going around the room.TALKING POINTS:Now let’s get to know each other:Please share your name (congregation/affiliation/etc.) and a part of God’s creation – person, place or creature - that gives you joy and restores your spirit.(after sharing) It’s important for us to stay grounded in why we are grateful and how we experience joy in God’s creation. Hold onto this important connection as we continue through the presentation today.For further thought or devotional reflection, consider what parts of God’s creation do you wish to restore?

https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-advocacy/green-chalice/blessed-tomorrow/


Goals
• Make the faith & 

Earth Stewardship Connection
• Inspire, include & empower you 

to take action in your home, 
congregation, and community

• Invite you to join me in caring 
for creation and calling for 
climate solutions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today I am here to make the faith and climate connection, inspire, include, and empower you to take action on climate, and invite you to join me in this work. 



Climate & Nature

• Melting glaciers 
• Ocean acidification
• Deforestation, desertification
• Habitat destruction
• Ecosystem disruption
• Insect infestations
• Species extinction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We take nature for granted. However, the gigatons of carbon pollution we’re creating is changing the temperature and chemistry of our air and water.The most widely talked about consequence of global warming is melting ice and rising sea levels.  But our carbon pollution is also changing the chemistry of our waters, especially the ocean and is killing coral reefs AND is also causing ocean currents to slow, changing weather.Climate change also affects everything on land.  Hotter temperatures and changing  weather patterns are causing deserts and dry areas to grow, destroying forests, grasslands, and croplands and insects are expanding their area with the warming temperatures causing problems with crops and spreading diseases.We’re destroying animal habitats – some of them remarkably quickly leading to species extinction.https://www.iucn.org/our-work/topic/climate-change-impacts-on-natureMaster Sgt. Mark C. Olsen	Wikimedia Commons



U.S. Billion-Dollar Disasters in 2022

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Those billion $ disasters are impacting every region of the USSince 2000, every state in the nation has had at least one climate-related disaster. Some, like Texas, have had dozens.You can see the severe storms, hurricanes, and tornados in the south and Midwest. These are usually a day or two and average $2.3 billion in damages.The little dots for the wildfires really understate the scale of these disasters.  Wildfires out west are lasting weeks to months, burning forests and towns over millions of acres. They average $6.3 billion cost.And the single dot for droughts in the southwest also understates the impacts thereThe region is setting new records for duration and damages.  The Colorado River and reservoirs are drying upThese have massive economic effects – from damage to property values to loss of infrastructure and jobshttps://www.climate.gov/news-features/blogs/beyond-data/2021-us-billion-dollar-weather-and-climate-disasters-historicalhttps://news.climate.columbia.edu/2021/10/04/attribution-science-linking-climate-change-to-extreme-weather/



Water Migration Poverty Gender

Hunger Peace Race Children

Health

Economy

Because We Care About These
We Care About Our Changing Climate

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As people of faith, we are motivated to action by our love - on all issues -  our love for God, for our people, and all of God’s creation.Climate change is a global phenomenon which affects everything ---Because we care about people having access to safe drinking water, having enough healthy food to eat, about refugees and migrants, about increasing gun violence and war, we also care about climate change.Because we care about poverty, racial justice, people with disabilities, women, LGBTQIA folks, and children, we care about climate change.Because we care about health, wellbeing, and prosperity for our communities, we care about climate change.Climate change impacts all of us, however low-income communities, communities of color, children, the elderly, and those with limited language proficiency are some of the most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. Climate change exacerbates existing INEQUITIES.Therefore, climate change is an issue of JUSTICE.So let's dig into these a little deeper now, and remember that climate impacts EVERYTHING but we will cover just a few today.



Moving Forward Guide

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Moving Forward guide offered by Blessed Tomorrow has a step by step plan and roadmap for moving toward 100% renewable energy and reducing our pollution.Use this same model for your home, congregation or workplace .1. Get a baseline for your energy use. This can be 12 months of energy bills in $s and Kilowatt Hours.2. Conserve energy and lower your emissions by up to 30%. For example, programmable thermostats that maximize energy use. Put timers and sensors on the lighting, Post notes reminding people to turn off the lights. Get others to come up with other ways to conserve. The extra benefit is that conservation saves money!!!3. Roll the savings forward and invest in improvements --- LED lights, more efficient heating and air conditioning, making sure the church is properly insulated. While it is an investment, weatherization SAVES money4. Keep rolling the savings forward! - Invest in renewable energy and get as close to zero carbon emissions as possible. The Inflation Reduction Act now allows churches to get up to 30% back on energy efficiency improvements and renewable energy. The congregation that I served spent over $25,000 a year just on electric bills. Imagine what an impact that amount of money has on things we care about when we switch to clean energy.5. Not only do we need to move to 100% clean energy but we also need to take carbon out of the atmosphere. Congregations can help to do this through the purchase of Carbon Offsets.



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 
CC BY

In Our Home, Congregation and Community

Congregation 
& Workplace CommunityHome

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We can make a difference by living our faith values and being good stewards of God’s creation.We can do this in our homes, in our congregations and workplace, and in our broader community.In this section, we’ll walk through the ways we can do this and the resources available to you and your audiences to help you achieve your goals.

https://www.jayrotackle.com.au/steps-to-follow-on-how-to-buy-property/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Repair the Earth
• Reduce lawns by 50% or more
• Plant native species plants & trees
• Remove invasive species
• Plant for caterpillars, bees & butterflies
• Yellow lightbulbs in outdoor lights
• Motion-detector lighting
• Install bee hotels
• No fertilizers or herbicides
• Grow the movement
• Improve health

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We live in a world in which habitat – places that provide food and shelter for plants and animals – is fragmented and isolated from one another which contributes to species extinction. Since the majority of land in the U.S. is privately owned by individuals, churches, schools, etc , restoring viable habitat is in our hands. We can build biological corridors. Nature can repair itself remarkably quickly.Lawns have replaced diverse native plant communities to the sum of 40 million acres and it is growing every year. Lawns consume 8 billion gallons of water a day and accounts for 30% of water used in warm months. In addition, 60% of toxic weed-killers wash into our waterways and cause cancer in humans and animals.Planting Native Species and removing Invasive plants will stop AND reverse the species loss. At the foundation of food webs are plants that support insects and caterpillars which are the mainstay for most birds in North America.AND Studies have shown that brief exposure to the natural world produces measurable medical and social benefits for humans. Spending 15 minutes in a natural setting reduces our blood pressure as well as the stress hormone in our blood. AND for many people it is nature where we feel most connected to the Divine.https://www.audubon.org/content/why-native-plants-matter



Carbon Engineering
Oxy has partnered with Carbon Engineering 
to deliver its proven, proprietary Direct Air 
Capture (DAC) technology on an industrial 
scale. This practical carbon removal 
methodology pulls CO2 directly from the 
atmosphere—giving new options to 
industries that have long been difficult to 
decarbonize such as trucking, marine 
transport, aerospace and rail transportation.



Sit, be still, and listen, for you are drunk, 
and we are at the edge of the roof. Rumi

• At the edge of the roof, we need to:
• Be exquisitely mindful
• Know and act on our values
• Be grounded in love and connection
• Be rooted in our spiritual heritage
• Rediscover our solidarity with Creation and one another
• Fully participate in the dance of life
• Plant seeds of hope and gratitude
• Imagine a healtheir, saner world



Susan Murphy says: It is almost as though 
we need to relearn the fundamentals that 
once were natural to us, like someone 
recovering from brain trauma; what it means 
to be a human being, a member of society, 
part of a family and community, and of the 
great community of life, in literally 
remembering what planet we’re on. Can we 
quiet our nerves and minds for a time, look 
deep inside our humanity to rediscover the 
medicine to heal our collective madness? 



Blessed Tomorrow 
Climate Ambassador 
Training

Green Chalice Summit
August 19, 2023 from 9-12

Olivet Christian Church
Columbia, MO

Cost: $10



8:45 Gather
9:00 Welcome/ Opening Remarks—Ron Routledge
9:15 Patricia and Ron Farmer—”Replanting Ourselves 
in Beauty” and Ecuador Eco Community
10:00 Bill Zimmerman—Farmer2Farmer Ministry
10:30  Small Group Sharing
10:45  Break
11:00 Roger Bergman—EnRoads Climate Ambassador
11:45 Closing Worship—Ron Routledge



Join Me, Become an Ambassador!
• Complete the free, 4-hour online 

training on your own schedule, at your 
own pace. 

• Scan the QR Code to register!
• Stay informed:

• Follow @BlessedTomorrow, 
@ecoAmerica, 

• Sign up for the Blessed Tomorrow 
newsletter at BlessedTomorrow.org

• Become a Green Chalice 
Congregation

Enter code on the sign-up page: 
<insert relevant course code> 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Find the course that best fits your audience at https://blessedtomorrow.org/blessed-tomorrow-ambassadors-training/If there is not a specialized course for your faith tradition, use code BTAmbassador21 for the core curriculum. �
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