
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Mid-America 
--Our Region Abiding in Jesus and Working Together--  

 
 

October 15, 2019 

Dear Mid-America Disciples, 

This past summer, 300+ of us headed to Des Moines for a fantastic and inspirational 

General Assembly. As many Mid-Americans as could possibly fit enjoyed incredible 

fellowship (and monstrous cookies) during our Region’s Monday night reception. All 

week we wrestled together over important resolutions, found amazing resources to equip 

our ministries, learned from a variety of timely workshop presenters, and made many 

connections and re-connections at our great family reunion! We heard not one but half a 

dozen knock-your-socks-off sermons on the theme, “Abide in Me” – John 15:1-5. Each 

message brought unique perspective on how and why we branches shall remain connected 

to our True Vine.    

Inspired by these valuable General Assembly experiences, Mid-America is already 

responding to the call to live out what it means to be “church” in the new vineyard 

landscape of the 21st century. This has included accomplishing more and more from our 

limited precious resources. Abiding in Jesus also means we continually find ways to share 

our valuable energy and nutrients all across the vine. One way is to contribute to Mid-

America’s 2019 Annual Fund. Your generosity will enable us together to bear more 

and more fruit.   

During and since the General Assembly, much fine fruit in Mid-America has already been 

harvested! 

 Hundreds of youth and volunteer adults experienced life-changing faith 

encounters at nineteen camps in seven locations.   

 The demand for Cane Ridge Re-Vital workshops has increased as churches are 

exploring ways to transform themselves and their communities.   

 Disciples Women have celebrated their 145th birthday by learning more about 

how to reach today’s women of faith.   

 Twenty-three Mid-Americans took a six-day pilgrimage to landmarks in the Deep 

South to gain faith perspectives about the Civil Rights era. 

 Lay leaders from across the Region have gathered at Echo Bluff State Park for a 

spiritual retreat to reset, renew, and rejoice.   

Jesus said, “Abide in me as I abide in you.” May we work together to strengthen the vine 

to bear more fruit. Thank you in advance for your generous gift to the Mid-America 

Annual Fund. 

We remain at yours and Christ’s service, 

 
 
 Rev. Jimmy Spear, Moderator  Tom Wood, Treasurer  
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The Regional Board 

Jimmy Spear, Moderator 
(Columbia) 

Dan Kercher, Moderator-
Elect (Cameron) 

Vickie Sowers, Past 
Moderator (Bolivar) 

Rick Rollings, Secretary 
(Camdenton) 

Tom Wood, Treasurer 
(Chesterfield) 

Paula Holliday, Executive 
Committee at large 

(New London) 

 

Mindy Kiepe (Fulton) 

Brian Kirk (St. Joseph) 

Jeffrey Moore (Troy) 

Katrude Palmer (St. Louis) 

Phil Snider (Springfield) 

Charles Williams (Fulton) 

Kathryn Wilson (Joplin) 

Lee Young (Republic) 
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Please help support the wonderful vineyard that is the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Mid-America! 

Maryvi
Canton! 

Joplin! 

Maryville! 

Kennett! 

And the 232 

congregations 
between 

Together let us bear more and more fruit. 

Fun at Faith Adventures Camp 

Cane Ridge Re-Vital 

Edmund Pettus Bridge, 

Civil Rights Pilgrimage 

Installation of Rev. Angela Williams at 

Montgomery City CC 
FCC Eldon partners with Mid-America, Week of 

Compassion, and local service organizations to 

help with tornado recovery  

Our Regional 

Ministers work 

out of offices in 

Brookfield, 

Moberly, 

Springfield, and 

St. Louis. 


