
“And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were 
sitting.  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 

distributed and resting on each one of them.  And they were 

all filled with the Holy Spirit…”       Acts 2:2-4a (RSV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Mid-America 
--2019 Annual Fund Campaign--  

 

May 1, 2019 

 

Dear Mid-America Disciples, 

 

Do you sense it? Can’t you feel it? The Spirit is blowing in Mid-America… 

blowing in new, creative ways of being Church. There’s a hunger among our 

congregations for revitalization. Your prayers and your 2019 Annual Fund 

gift to the Region will play an important role in this new movement of the 

Spirit’s leading.  

 

As you’ll recall, at Pentecost, Spirit was poured out in a powerful way - setting 

hearts on fire and eradicating all communication barriers to the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.  

 

Then at Cane Ridge, Spirit was once again poured out in an extraordinary way - 

leveling all barriers of race, gender, and religion. Cane Ridge was a disruption 

of Spirit:  

 
On Friday, August 6, 1801 wagons and carriages bounced along narrow 

Kentucky roads, kicking up dust and excitement as hundreds of men, women, 

and children pressed toward Cane Ridge, a church about 20 miles east of 

Lexington. They hungered to partake in what everyone felt was sure to be an 

extraordinary “Communion.”  

 

As they gathered, dozens of informal prayer groups clustered at camp sites. 

Although only ministers preached prepared sermons, literally hundreds of people 

became spontaneous exhorters, excitedly giving spiritual advice or tearful 

warnings. Almost anyone—women, small children, slaves, the shy, the 

illiterate—could exhort with great effect. By Monday, food and supplies were 

running short, but the momentum could not be stopped. Arrivals, some coming 

from great distances after hearing of the revival, continued to flood the grounds. 

Ministers who had gone home to preach at their churches on Sunday returned to 

minister to the many people in distress. For four more days, the singing, praying, 

preaching, and falling continued, slowly dribbling to a stop on Thursday.  

 

Few could comprehend, let alone describe, what had happened. Barton Stone said, 

“A particular description of this meeting would fill a large volume, and then the 

half would not be told.” In many ways, Cane Ridge was an experience when 

people, at least momentarily, no longer saw God through a glass darkly but face 

to face. * 
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Mid-Americans continue to 

travel to where it all began… 
 

 
Members of FCC Edwardsville journeyed 

to Cane Ridge while their pastor was on 

sabbatical to revisit their roots, recharge 

for the future, and serve their neighbors. 

 

Youth from FCC Republic joined in the 

2018 Disciples Summer Mission, visiting 

Cane Ridge and serving in the area. 

 

Members of Webster Groves CC attended 

last summer’s Cane Ridge Day where the 

activity was inspired by our past and 

empowering for our future. 

 

A group from Broadway CC in Columbia 
took a civil rights pilgrimage – a different 

kind of Cane Ridge awakening. One stop 

was Birmingham’s 16th St. Baptist Church. 

 

Find more information about the 

birthplace of the Disciples at 

www.caneridge.org. 

Now there is a fresh outpouring of Spirit once again among congregations in the 

Mid-America Region. It is expressed through a renewed yearning to see Christ 

face to face, and through an awakening desire for revitalization. Indeed, the 

Spirit is blowing in new ways of being Church. 

 
The Regional Minister Team, with blessing of the Regional Board, is leading 

with a vision called “Cane Ridge Re-Vital” beginning with an immersion of 

prayer for this new outpouring of Spirit upon us. In addition, we will be hosting 

eight gatherings across the Region for us to Connect/Share/Feast/Equip/Worship 

together. These Saturday gatherings will be held throughout the year and will be 

promoted in the weekly Update newsletter. 

 

As we enter into our 2019 Annual Fund campaign, we invite you to join us in 

prayer for this wave of God’s Spirit within and among us. We also invite you to 

participate in one or more of these gatherings held throughout the Region. 

Finally, we invite you to make a financial gift to the Region’s Annual Fund as 

we embrace this new movement of Spirit’s leading. What we are all being called 

to is not the funding of an institution, but a participation in the disruption of 

Spirit. Spirit, disrupt us once again!  

 

Thanks in advance for your support, 

 
 
 
 Paul Koch    Katrina Palan   

 

 

 

 

 

 Penny Ross-Corona   Ron Routledge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Excerpted and paraphrased from Mark Galli’s “Revival at Cane Ridge”  

Christianity Today. January 1995. 
 




