
We rejoice in God, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

and in God's covenant of love 

which binds us to God and to one another. 

Through baptism into Christ 

we enter into newness of life 

and are made one with the whole people of God. 

In the communion of the Holy Spirit 

we are joined together in discipleship 

and in obedience to Christ. 

- From the Preamble to the Design of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

 

Bound to God and to one another.  Made one with the whole people of God.  Joined together in 

discipleship.   

One of the greatest blessings in my own life was to realize that connecting is both a precious 

opportunity and a sacred responsibility.  Relationships matter.  My congregation matters.  The 

partnerships we have as Disciples and as neighbors and co-workers and citizens matter. 

This did not come easily to me.  Making room for others (especially the stranger or the opponent), giving 

time and energy to common goals, and being fully present and engaged was and is a challenge.  Am I 

consistently present and engaged in the relationships to which Christ has called me today?  Hardly.  I pay 

more attention to the close-by relationships – family, colleagues, and others with whom I connect often.  

I am constantly being transformed, however, by a God whose understanding of connection is so much 

broader than my own.   That transforming could not take place without the welcome, challenge and 

support of the Church. 

The Church, a movement begun by Christ and for which he prayed “that they may all be one” (John 

17:21), is now splintered into over 40,000 known denominations, sects and independent congregations 

and organizations.1  While differences in belief and practice may be slight between some of the 40 major 

denominations or associations the division continues.  What began as a robust Body of Christ finds it 

difficult to coordinate the various parts into credible and effective witness and service in the name of 

Jesus. (Can you just imagine a world in which the whole Body of Christ is living and serving as Jesus did?) 

May God grant that as we Mid-America Disciples work diligently to apply the faith, hope, and love given 

to us in and beyond our local congregations and communities, that we make the time to strengthen our 

local, regional and international connections as Christ-centered movement for wholeness in a 

fragmented world.   

- Bill Rose-Heim 

1http://www.pewforum.org/files/2011/12/ChristianityAppendixB.pdf 

 

Find all of the information about the regional restructure proposal here. 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2011/12/ChristianityAppendixB.pdf
http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/special-events/2014/9/5/restructure

