
“Disciples Women’s Ministries of the Mid-America Region are pleased to announce that seven 

students received The Christian Ministries Scholarship Fund (CMSF) award for 2018-2019, which 

provides financial assistance for women and men preparing for Christian Ministries. A total of $5,600 

was distributed as $800 scholarship awards to be split between the Fall 2018 and Spring 2019 

semesters; these awards will support the calling and educational goals of five seminarians and two 

certificate in pastoral ministry students. Congratulations to our 2018-2019 scholarship recipients!” 

~Theresa Hamilton 

Disciples Women’s Ministries Coordinator 

With the The Christian Ministries Scholarship Fund Committee 

 

 

Rev. Gina Louise Johnson: Associate Minister/Children’s Director, FCC of Sedalia, 

MO  and Commissioned Student Minister. Sponsoring Congregation: First Christian Church 

(DOC), Sedalia, MO. Supporting Congregation: First Christian Church (DOC), Warrensburg, 

MO. Student at United Theological Seminary. 

“I am extremely grateful to have been awarded this scholarship to continue in my education at 

United Theological Seminary. Your generosity has not only impacted me, but it has blessed 

my family. I am completing my third year at United Theological Seminary and will graduate in 

May of 2019. I have been serving as the Associate Minister at First Christian Church in 

Sedalia for approximately two years. With aid towards my financial obligation, I can be more 

focused on my family, studies, and service to my congregation. I hope to continue my 

education and seek to complete ordination by fall of 2019. These classes have helped me 

academically as well as contributing to my spiritual depth and strengthening my relationship 

with Christ. I know that the investment you are making in me will have a positive impact on my 

ministry and future in the church.” 

 

Rev. Angela Williams: Outreach Pastor, Fifth Street CC (DOC), Columbia, MO. Pulpit 

Supply (3 years) at Clarksville, CC, Clarksville, MO. Student at Phillips Theological 

Seminary. 

“I am a 5th Generation Disciple of Christ from Willow Street Christian Church originally. I am 

excited to be a first year seminary student this August pursuing a Masters in Divinity. I've 

served Fifth Street Christian Church as the Outreach Minister for twelve years. Elder Aaron 

Williams and I have been married for 12 years and we serve the church Outreach Ministry 

along with my mother in-law Martha, our youngest two grandchildren Nakiya (16) and Aaron 

(15). It was my grandmother Jacqueline and my mother Ramonda that instilled these values of 

Outreach, Faith and Love for serving God’s people. I am so appreciative to receive this 

scholarship because without the support of my church I would not be able to pursue this 



opportunity. I knew that if I stepped out on faith to study that God would provide the funds that 

was necessary. When I took my eyes off the financial aspect and trusted God doors began to 

open. Thank you so much for investing in me and the life of the Christian Church.” 

 

 

Rev. Heather J. Patten: Associate Minister (Youth & Young Families), First Christian 

Church (DOC), Fulton, MO. Transitional Minister, Auxvasse Christian Church (DOC), 

Auxvasse, MO. Student at Lexington Theological Seminary. 

“I currently serve two congregations in Callaway County, Missouri. I am the Associate Minister 

at First Christian in Fulton where I have worked with youth and children for almost six years. In 

September 2017, I also began serving Auxvasse Christian as their Transitional Minister. I am 

pursuing an MDiv with Lexington Theological Seminary. I started in 2015 and am about 

halfway through the program. I have an amazing husband who is the stay-at-home Dad for our 

toddler son and we have two daughters in elementary school. I am so grateful for this 

scholarship, which will help me continue to pursue this degree without accruing additional 

student loans. Thank you so much!” 

 

Rev. Alan Bailey: Part-time Commissioned Pastor, First Christian Church (DOC), 

California, MO. Retired from a thirty year career in the public and not for profit sectors. 

Student at Eden Theological Seminary. 

"My sincere thanks and  appreciation to Disciples Women for supporting my education toward 

the Masters of Divinity at Eden Theological Seminary. Without this spiritual and financial 

support it would not be possible to continue on this path that God has called me to. Thank you 

so much and God Bless."  

 

William Deshay Cortez Jackson: New M.Div. Student at Brite Divinity School. 

Background in Music Education. Sponsoring congregations are Second Christian Church 

(DOC), New London, MO, and Canton Christian Church, Canton, MO. 

“Motivated, enthusiastic scholar of music, with a passion for education and interest in active 

engagement in student learning, William Jackson strives to make music an enjoyable experience for 

everyone. Jackson is from New London, MO and is the son of Betty Jackson. Jackson served in the 

XPLOR (Aug. 2016-June 2017), a service program focusing on Hands-on Service/Justice Work, Simple 

Living in Community, Spiritual Discernment on Vocation, Disciples Leadership Development, through 

the National Benevolent Association. In December 2017, he completed a degree in Music Education 

from Culver-Stockton College with an emphasis in Piano and Voice. Starting Fall 2018, he will be 

starting a Masters in Divinity with an emphasis in Black Church Studies and Gender/Sexual Justice at 

Brite Divinity, graduate school of Texas Christian University. Upon completion of his Masters, Jackson 

would like to go through ordination in the Mid-America Region, find a placement in college chaplaincy, 

and later enroll in a Ph.D or D.M.A program. During his time in the Mid-America Region, Jackson has 



served under the capacity of choir director/pianist/organist at Second Christian Church (New London, 

MO), Canton Christian Church (Canton, MO), and First Christian Church (Hannibal, MO). As graduate 

schooling can be expensive, this award will help offset the cost of housing, and Jackson is grateful to 

receive this scholarship.” 

 

 

Bill Dahlheimer: Beginning new Ministry Training Program (Certificate in Pastoral 

Ministry) at Phillips Theological Seminary. Elder/Leader, Celebration Church (DOC), St. 

Peters, MO. 

“I greatly appreciate receiving this Scholarship. I am currently a lay person starting the Ministry 

Training Program at Phillips Theological Seminary. I hope to someday be a Commissioned Minister in a 

local congregation.” 

 

Adam Berry: Beginning new Ministry Training Program (Certificate in Pastoral 

Ministry) at Phillips Theological Seminary. Pulpit Supply Preacher (5 months) at Hematite 

First Christian Church (DOC), Festus, MO; this is also his sponsoring congregation. 

“I am greatly honored to have received a scholarship from the Disciples of Christ Women's Ministry. I 

have been leading the Hematite First Christian Church since January of 2018. I am currently a lay leader 

and Board Chair. I am excited to answer God’s calling for my life. I can't wait to start classes through 

Phillips Theological Seminary with the intention of becoming a commissioned pastor.” 

 


