
Dear Friends and Family: 

  

I don't have time to write to everyone right now, so please feel free to send this email along to those who 

have been on delegations to Chile, who have been a part of the Shalom Center or who would be willing to 

join us in prayer. 

  

You have probably heard that for the last month, Chile has been fighting forest fires.  It has been very hot 

this summer, even at the Shalom Center temperatures have been well above normal.  I have been in touch 

with Patty Gómez, the director of the Shalom Center.  Up until today there had not been any fires near 

Vilches, where the Shalom Center is located.  But today, three fires have erupted in the area.  These three 

fires would have to either jump a road or a river to then travel up the mountain to reach the Shalom 

Center, but the weather conditions are worsening and there are fewer and fewer resources to combat the 

fires. 

  

Right now there are 32 fires spread across five regions or states, some of them burning out of control.  A 

special plane has arrived from the US to help combat the fires.  Some of the worst hit areas are 

Vichuquén, Cauquenes and Constitución.  The Pentecostal Church of Chile in Constitutción has lost a 

daughter church and all the members of the church have lost their homes and their crops. 

  

10 people have been arrested in different parts of the country in relation to the fires.  The rumor is 

floating around that the fires were started to get back at the forestry companies in the name of the 

Mapuche people.  While it is true that the fires have all started in pine or eucalyptus plantations, they have 

spread through native forests, farmlands and villages.   

  

Patty told me that she has talked to the Bishop about plans for the Shalom Center to do trauma healing 

work in the areas most affected and to teach pastors and church leaders about climate change, its effects 

and what the church and communities can do to, if in a small way, to reduce emissions. 

  

Please pray for the firefighters, forestry and military personnel who are combating the fires. 

Please pray for the pastors and leaders of the churches in the affected areas and in the country as they 

find ways to respond, comfort and encourage.  Especially for Pastor Luis Céspedes of Vichuquén, who also 

works for the Municipal government and who has been working 24/7 for three weeks. 

Please pray that the weather might change and aid in the efforts to extinguish the fires. 

Please pray for protection for the Shalom Center, the forest and the forest creatures... And for the people 

who are scheduled to visit the Shalom Center in February, that the fires may be put out and that the 

visitors may be aware of this fragile ecosystem. 

  

I will have more to share about my work in San Cristobal de las casas, soon!  But for now, Patty asked me 

to ask for prayers for Chile, and I assured her many would be praying... 

  

Shalom, 

Elena 

 


