
God, you give us so many reasons to be thankful, to be your people filled with gratitude and 
praise for you. Your presence is ever with us and that sustains us. We come to you today asking 
for your loving touch as well. We need you, God, to touch our hearts…so that we will be 
reminded that where hate exists, your Spirit will not abide. If we harbor hate in our hearts for 
another, we have lost our love for you. If jealousy or bigotry or pride or any other reason causes 
us to hate another, we surely cannot love you. 
 
 
Reach down and touch our eyes, O God, so that we will be able to see others as you see them; 
so that we will not only see ourselves as your beloved children, but we will see how much you 
also love each and every other person, even those we disagree with or those we will never 
meet. Reach out and touch our ears so that we will constantly hear Christ’s words to us to love 
others as you have loved us…with a love that cannot be forsaken. 
 
 
Reach down and touch our mouths, God, so that we can taste and understand the bitterness 
others know when they are faced with oppression – just as Jesus tasted the vinegary wine on 
the cross when his lips were parched with thirst. Reach out and touch our nostrils so that we 
are aware of the stench of hatred and bigotry and death and disease and poverty and all forms 
of oppression in our world. Then maybe we will be forced to act out against them. Reach out 
and touch our skin and let us feel and realize the way others are in physical pain. Reach out to 
us, God, and touch our souls to remind us that when any one of us suffer, it causes you to suffer 
and when we do nothing about their suffering, we are causing you even more pain. 
 
 
Reach out to us, O God. Reach out to us in our time of fear and oppression and grief; in our 
days of standing up to hatred and fighting bigotry. Reach out to restore us, God, and bring us 
the peace that we seek. We lift up this prayer in the name of your son, our lord and savior, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 


