
Leadership Development Survey 
 

Mid-America Center for Ministry is expanding its leadership training opportunities 

for lay leaders. We would like to thank everyone for their input to the Lay 

Leadership Development Survey.  We had over 240 responses to the survey, giving 

us valuable data to design educational offerings.  As we refine this data, we once 

again request your input. Continue to Survey. 

 

Online Elders Workshop 
 

What does it mean to be an elder in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)? The 

elders of your congregation can get the training they need to be faithful and 

effective in their role as spiritual leaders.  In this downloadable, interactive 

workshop, elders will learn about Biblical descriptions of the eldership and the work of elders in the Disciples of 

Christ tradition. Elders are invited to talk about the roles they fill in their own congregation and reflect upon 

their personal strengths and growing edges. Valuable resources are presented and recommended for further 

study.  Elders will consider how they can deepen their faith and grow in their ability to serve – as individual and 

as a group.  They will engage in conversation about their shared ministry with the pastor and with one another. 

Videos can be downloaded one by one, or there is a larger zip file that includes all videos in a single download.  

Handouts can be downloaded as a Word document or a PDF.  Also available in DVD format. Purchase Elders 

Workshop. 

 

Online Course:  Church History 
June 23 to August 18, 2015 – Rev. Jerry Albright 
 

This is a history class with one major exception – there is little emphasis on 

remembering dates except as “markers” in Christian History. By markers I mean 

paradigm shifts and movements in the transformation of the church from age to age. It 

is more important to grasp the movements in Christian History and just use dates as 

general “markers” or benchmarks during which the church was in transition or 

reformation.  The course will include the use of “primary sources,” historical documents from church history.  

More information. 

 

Online Course:  Proclamation of the Word 
June 23 to August 18, 2015 – Rev. Michael Johnson 
 

Preaching is a powerful channel through which the transforming Word impacts God’s 

people.  With attention to the theology of preaching and to communication theory, this 

practical course focuses on basic steps and elements of effective sermon preparation.   It 

aims to (1) enable participants to prepare and preach authentic, effective sermons in the context of 
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congregational worship and (2) provide basic tools for evaluating their own future preaching and guiding their 

own continuing homiletical education.  More information. 

 

Online Course:  Introduction to Mid-America Center for Ministry 
August 18 to September 15, 2015 – Dr. Nancy TannerThies and Dr. Ken Watson 
 

An introduction to a vibrant community of learning, the Certificate of Pastoral Ministry 

program.  Students will gain skills in using the online learning platform, experience 

discussions of academic materials in a Christian community, and become aware of the skills 

and competencies necessary for fruitful ministry.    This course is a pre-requisite to enrollment in the Certificate 

program, but is open to persons who are interested in learning more.  More information. 

 

 

Online Course:  Administration and Planning 
August 18 to October 13, 2015 – Dr. John Bracke 
 

Pastors often express a desire to learn more about sound church administration. This course 

covers principles of church administration, including the development and implementation of 

short and long term goals with teams, committees, and boards that will enhance 

congregational life. The class will include necessary and appropriate administrative tasks (e.g., 

organizational analysis, working with ledgers and budgets, giving directions to a team, hiring practices, computer 

skills and electronic communication; and will lead to development of a work plan that demonstrates an 

understanding of congregational/contextual dynamics.  More information. 

 

Online Course:  Pastoral Care 
August 18 to October 13, 2015 – Rev. Darrell Vandervort 
 

Pastors serve people in very vulnerable situation of illness, death, divorce, family conflict, loss of 

employment and other trials.   This course will help students assess pastoral situations, reflect 

upon them, make referrals, and walk along side individuals to help them find God in their 

midst.  It will also help students discover their own strengths and limitations in offering pastoral 

care.  More information. 
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Boundaries Training:  Life-enriching Relationships in the Congregation 
Saturday, September 19, 2015 – Rev. Bruce Moeller 
 

We are created in and for relationships.  Life-enriching relationships, whether with intimate 

partners, family, friends, colleagues or parishioners, require healthy boundaries.  This workshop 

explores the meaning and practice of healthy boundaries in the context of ministry.  It will also 

identify the signs, dangers, and preventions of boundary violations, including those in today’s 

social media.  The workshop begins with an assumption that the complexity of relational 

dynamics in the congregation is one of its greatest possibilities and its greatest challenges for ministry. More 

information. 

 

Boundaries Training:  Life-enriching Relationships in the 
Congregation 
Saturday, October 3, 2015 – Rev. Donna Rose-Heim 
 

We are created in and for relationships.  Life-enriching relationships, whether with intimate 

partners, family, friends, colleagues or parishioners, require healthy boundaries.  This workshop 

explores the meaning and practice of healthy boundaries in the context of ministry.  It will also identify the signs, 

dangers, and preventions of boundary violations, including those in today’s social media.  The workshop begins 

with an assumption that the complexity of relational dynamics in the congregation is one of its greatest 

possibilities and its greatest challenges for ministry. More information. 

 

Online Course:  History and Polity of the Disciples of Christ 
October 13 to December 8, 2015 – Dr. Ken Watson 
 

An exploration and analysis of the history, polity and characteristic beliefs of the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ).   The course will include the origins, development, growth and 

current status of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and its related groups around the 

world; discussions of the characteristic beliefs and practices which make the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) a unique part of the universal church while celebrating the Disciples’ ecumenical pilgrimage; 

and an awareness of how the polity of the Disciples of Christ works.  More information. 

 

Online Course:  Pastoral Leadership 
 October 13 to December 8, 2015 – Dr. Bill Tenny-Brittian 
 

Effective leadership in the church today appears to be a rare commodity. John Maxwell rightly 

asserts, “Everything rises and falls on leadership.” An effective church leader can assess the state 

of a church or ministry, discern a Godly vision, and cast that vision in such a way that the 

congregation will follow. In this course students will identify their leadership styles, examine their 
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strengths and weaknesses, and explore what it takes to effectively lead in the church today.  More information. 

 

Online Course:  Introduction to the Old Testament 
October 13 to December 8, 2015 – Rev. Clement Graham 
 

This course will be a survey of the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament), with a focus on 

understanding the nature of the literature, intent of the authors, the place of the books in 

the canon, and issues for interpretation in the life of the church.  More information. 

 

Online Course:  Christian Ethics 
 October 13 to December 8, 2015 – Dr. Kris Tenny-Brittian 
 

Ethics are the moral principles that govern our behavior. This course is an introduction and 

exploration of the basic concerns and issues involved in ethical reflection, the Biblical and 

theological foundations of Christian ethics, and the response of the Christian to perennial and 

contemporary social and moral issues, with a view to equipping the student for ethical 

reflection in preaching, teaching, and pastoral leadership.  More information. 
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