
Mid America Region Disciple Women’s Cabinet Meeting 
August 14-15, 2015 

Community Christian Church 
Jefferson City MO  

 
Agenda 

 
FRIDAY, 14TH 

 
6:00        Gather for fellowship, prayer and meal 
 
6:30                  Greetings, Introductions, Wanda Hedenberg 
 
6:45   Installation of New Officers and recognition of outgoing officers 
                           

7:00 Where have we been and where are we are going, Dwana Watkins 
 
7:45  4 Question Survey 
 Nominating Committee  
 
8:00  Closing Worship, Katie Wodell 
 

SATURDAY, 15TH 
 
8:00                  Opening Prayer, Katie Wodell 
 
8:10                Business Meeting:  Old Business  

        New Business  
 
9:00                   Bill Rose-Heim  Meyer Briggs Training  
 

 10:30  Break                  
 
 10:40   Scholarship Report:  Helen Hodkins    
 
10:50  Ellen Farmer and Yvonne Slifer Quadrennial Scholarships/Wanda Hedenberg 
 
 11:00   Survey Results/Purpose of Disciple Women 
 
 11:30  Mid America Disciple Women Fall Retreat/Sheila Christy 
 
12:00                Working Lunch; Blessing, Katie Wodell 
   2016 Calendar, Leadership Conference  
 
12:30  Closing Remarks, Dawna 
 
1:00    Worship & communion, Katie Wodell 



 
  

Mid America Region 
Disciple Women’s Cabinet 

Meeting Minutes 
March 20-21, 2015 

 
The meeting was held at the Community Christian Church in Jefferson City, Mo.  Those 
attending were Martha Ruhl, Helen Hodkins, LeWanda Jackson, Sheila Christy, Donna 
Beaderstadt, Wanda Hedenberg, Kathie Wodell, June Owen, Paula Holliday, Dawna Watkins, 
Clela Anderson, and Phyllis Parsons. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6 PM by President Wanda Hedenberg.  We gathered 
together for a meal and fellowship.  Prayer was given. 
 
Greetings and introductions were made by Wanda Hedenberg, President. 
 
Worship was given by Katie Wodell.  “What spiritual/self-care emotions separates you from 
God that you would be willing to give up for Lent.” 
 
II Act Play present by Doctor and Patient:  Presented by Wanda Hedenberg and Donna 
Beaderstadt.   
The purpose of this play was to help us decide if Disciple Women were dying and if the patient 
can and will be saved. 
 
Discussion followed about the changes when we merge from areas to one region, ideas for 
transforming and updating the CCMA for the coming generations.   
 
Donna Beaderstadt installed our new of New Officers; Martha Ruhl, Phyllis Parsonss, Dawna 
Watkins and Sheila Christy.  Rainbow Ribbon Service.  Taking our Light from the Holy Spirit, 
weaving the rainbow together as we work together this year.  To remind us that we work from 
the Holy Spirit together to make something new and beautiful. 
 
Closing worship by Katie Wodell. 
 
Saturday morning, March 21, 2015 
 
Opening prayer by Wanda Hedenberg. 
 
Worship theme based on growth from death the story of Lazareth.  Doubting Thomas, “I, 
come to the Garden Alone and ritual of grief release John 11 and John 20 was given by Katie 
Wodell. 



 
CCMA Scholarship Fund report by Helen Hodkins. 
 
Hele reported the changes made to the CMSF Guidelines, Application and Reference Forms 
were made and posted on the website after the February 27-28, 2015 meeting.   
Added to the Guidelines: 
 
Helen Hodkins moved the cabinet accept the changes to the guidelines section IV and IX as 
outlined below. 
 
IV. Stipulations 

In accordance with the IRS the Christian Ministries Scholarship Fund must be used for 
the payment of tuition and/or books.  After the CCMA Office receives confirmation, 
from the school where you are currently enrolled, a check for ½ of the amount of your 
awarded scholarship will be mailed for the fall term directly to the business office of the 
institution where you are enrolled, with instructions that the full amount be applied to 
your account for tuition and/or books.  A second check for ½ the amount will be sent for 
the spring term in the same manner, after you provide proof of enrollment for the next 
semester to the CCMA Office. 

Added to the Application 
 
IX. CERTIFICATION STATEMENT  
I certify that all of the information reported on this application is correct, to the best of my 
knowledge. I agree that if I am awarded a scholarship from the Christian Ministries Scholarship 
Fund, I will use the funds exclusively for tuition and/or books. I also agree that, if I receive a 
scholarship, I will submit to the Christian Church Mid-America Office confirmation from the 
school where I am currently enrolled.  Also, after the fall term of this academic year I will 
provide proof of enrollment for the next semester to the CCMA Office.  If I am unable to 
complete the course work or to apply the funds for my tuition and or books, I will return the 
scholarship award, or the portion not used, to the Christian Ministries Scholarship Fund.  
 
Student Signature: _____________________________________________ Date ___________ 
 
This motion was seconded by LeWanda Jackson. Motion carried. 
 
Martha Ruhl agreed to be the Mid America Cabinet Member on the Scholarship Committee 
replacing Donna Beaderstadt. 
 
Thanks was expressed to Helen Hodkins for work on the Scholarship Committee. 
 
Continued discussion of the role of the cabinet and Disciple Women in the Mid America 
Region. 



Do we need to change the perception of the way we do business, discussion of ideas.  
Concerns: we do not have a complete Executive Board roster.  Wanda Hedenberg has agreed 
to stay on as President, not more than one year or until we have a new president.  There was 
much discussion. 
 
We took a “Time out for a Jessica Trout prayer of Discernment”.  We turned to prayer for 
guidance.  During this time of silence, our prayers were answered and a new president came 
to light.  Dawna Watkins was moved to accept this positon as our president.  Dawna’s decision 
to be President was confirmed by members of the cabinet.  Dawna resigned her position of 
Secretary.  She will be installed at the August Cabinet meeting.  With Dawn’s resignation as 
secretary, we asked for prayers for the Nominating committee to find a candidate for 
secretary. 
 
Wanda led a discussion on the website and Facebook issues of the CCMA.  Sheila agreed to be 
the administration of the DW Facebook.   
 
Discussion of budget issues and opening a bank account for the MADW.  Wanda and Donna 
will be responsible for setting up a bank account and getting approval from Bill Rose-Heim. 
 
Next MADW Cabinet Meeting scheduled for Aug. 14-15, 2015 in Jefferson City, MO.  Wanda 
will check with Community Christian Church to see if the church is available for this date.   
 
Closing worship by Katie Wodell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



President Wanda Hedenberg Report 
 

To:  Mid America Cabinet - Disciples Women’s Ministries 
August 09, 2015 

 
Don and I attended the General Assembly in Columbus. We both thought it was one of the 
better attended assemblies of recent years. It is always good to see old friends and make new 
ones. 
 
When we left Columbus we traveled to Bethany College in Bethany, West Virginia where the 
new Disciples of Christ Historical Society Building will be built sometime next year near the 
Campbell Mansion. It was great getting to visit there and imagine how far Disciples have come 
since the Alexander Campbell days.  
 
I cherish the time we had together the past few years and always appreciated  
and am thankful for you, your hard work, faith and love along the way. Serving 
as your president was truly an honor and a privilege…..Thanks for the memories! 
 
Wanda Hedenberg 
 
 

Southeast Gateway Area Report (SEGA) 
 
Service/Social Justice report for SEGA executive board meeting, June 30, 2015.  This will also 
serve as the report for Mid-American Cabinet meeting in Jefferson City on August 14 and 15, 
2015. 
This report is a “snap-shot” of mission/service projects initiated and participated in by all SEGA 
Disciples of Christ Churches and should be understand as a partial accounting.  I feel strongly 
that our congregations are accepting calls to serve in wider ministry than this document 
reflects.  It feels less necessary to count “beans” than to follow Jesus command to serve each 
other in love in all areas of living. 
From Community Christian Church: August; /September: school supplies and food for Circle of 
Concern October: BRO-new/gently used toys November: BRO-disposable diapers (8-14lbs) and 
stocking stuffers December: adopt a family/families January: Project Linus February: 
cookies/snacks for college students March: Circle of Concern; Kid Friendly Foods April: Church 
World Services; India Clinic May: Church World Services June: End of year picnic and these 
activities remain fairly constant year to year, but in addition the church supports: Katherine 
Prescott pennies for peace project; Southside Day Nursery first supplies.  On-going projects 
are: old keys and can tabs for Habitat for Humanity, magazines for St Luke's and Mercy 
Hospitals, Campbell Soup labels, old eye glasses and box tops for education.  From Webster 
Groves Christian Church: sewing projects yielded quilts; 12 sleepers, 26 onesies, 1 bib. 



From Compton Heights Christian Church: Support two boys who are students at King's 
Matriculation School in India (Global Ministries) with $250 each per year via a donation jar 
during coffee hour after church each week. Holed a “Six Weeks of Compassion” education and 
service emphasis each summer with offering for Week of Compassion, collection of Kits for 
Festival of Sharing/Church World Service, and special donations to Isaiah 58 Ministries. Create 
and donate prayer shawls to individuals who are facing serious illness, suffering from grief, or 
celebrating the birth of a child and other life events.  These are blessed by passing them to 
every person in worship and are given to members and people who member s request them 
for. Use Equal Exchange fair-trade coffee and tea for congregational events and provide 
coffee, tea, chocolate and other items for purchase by members of the congregation and 
guests.  A portion of the purchase price benefits Week of Compassion.  Our goal for the Red 
Cherry Challenge (earmarked donations for coffee purchases to support small farmers 
combating coffee rust in Central America) is 50 pounds of coffee by May 31, 2015.  Goal met. 
With Isaiah 58 ministries, hosted three community meals that included members, Isaiah 58 
clients and Shaw are neighbors during the past year.  A fall barbecue on the lawn, a 
Thanksgiving potluck, and a Holy Saturday dinner.  All free. 
From Florissant Valley Christian Church: Collected school supplies for TEAM ministry in 
Florissant. 
Helped fill over 200 shoeboxes for Samaritan's Purse Christmas project. Stuffed 20 Christmas 
Stockings for BRO. Contributed $75 to Church World Service Blanket Drive. Contributed $157 
to a half marathon benefit for St. Jude Hospital. Collected many bags of toiletries for a St. Louis 
are women's shelter. Collected multiple items for BRO layettes. Collected many bags of snacks 
and treats for Ronald McDonald House. Donated $125 to the DWM Mid-America service 
project, Women's Round Table microcredit program in Mexico. Sponsored one of our 
members with personal donations in Memorial Boulevard CC's Walk for Hunger. Sponsored a 
FVCC member in the annual Alzheimer's walk with a donation of $160. 
From Saint Charles Christian Church: Blood drives twice a year Food pantry supplies gathered 
monthly with extra East and Christmas baskets provided,. Woodhaven work day, monetary 
donations, Campbell bar code labels. Habitat for Humanity help in builds. School back packs 
and coats for our public school district. Connections to Success once a month labor (an agency 
focused on successful re-entry into the work for ex-cons. Emmaus resident’s birthday parties 
quarterly. Oasis reading tutors. Volunteers in Medicine nurses and clerks work 1 day per week. 
Recycling Hospice volunteers Precious Memories Gospel Singers (visit 7 different nursing 
homes each month) VBS had 90 children in July, 2015.  10 Disciples women worker in VBS. 
Weekly Wednesday after school elementary and youth programs. Communion to shut-ins, 
hospitalized members and non-member neighbors. Prayer Shawl ministry. 325 Shoeboxes for 
Samaritan’s Purse donated last year.  That number has grown every year for the past 8 years. 
Please share this information with your congregation and dream new ways to serve. (An aside:  
I really like that Compton Heights has the congregants bless the prayer shawls before gifting.  
Great idea!) 
 
 



Respectfully submitted:  
Phyllis Parsonss, SEGA and  
Mid-American Service/justice contact person home:  
636-946-3712 cell: 314-956-9837  
e-mail: p_Parsonss@att.net 
 
 
 

Northeast Area Disciples Women’s Ministry Report  
For Regional DWM Cabinet Meeting 

Jefferson City, Missouri 
August 14-15, 2015 

 
The 2015 Enrichment Conference was hosted by First Christian Church (DOC) and Willow Street 
Christian Church in Hannibal, Missouri on April 5, 2015.  There were approximately 20 women in 
attendance. 
 
The speaker for this event was Rev. Minnie Smith, Pastor of Willow Street Christian Church and 
Director of their Caring Hand Tutoring Program.  Minnie did a presentation about the Tutoring 
Program.  
 
Greetings was brought by Donna Beaderstadt, Mid-America Coordinator for Disciples Women.  
Donna also presented the Social Service workshop in the afternoon. 
 
The other 2 workshop was presented by LeWanda Jackson (study) and Julia Murphy (worship).  
  
A delicious lunch was prepared by the First Christian DWM.   
 
The afternoon session was our business meeting conducted by LeWanda Jackson, Vice-President. 
 
A nominating committee is working on our offices to be fill for 2016-2018. Those offices are Vice-
President, Secretary/Treasurer, Social Action/Service Coordinator, 3 Members-at-Large.  
 
The candidates for these officers will be presented for election and installed at the fall assembly on 
September 26, 2015 at First Christian Church, Kirksville, MO. 
 
Our offering for the day was divided between Caring Hand Tutoring Program & Round Table Micro-
credit Service Project.   
 
Plans are being finalized for our Fall Assembly which will hosted by First Christian Church, Kirksville, 
MO. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Paula J. Holliday 
Paula J. Holliday 
Northeast Area President 
 
 

mailto:p_parsons@att.net


Disciples Women Northwest Area of Mid-America 
Report 

August 14-15, 2015 
 

The Northwest Spring Assembly was held in Gallatin on April 18, 2015.  Our theme was “JusϮ 
Women” Embracing Life.  We chose to try some new approaches.  We began with a whole 
group Bible Study from the spring “Women of the New Testament Finding their Voices”.  Each 
women represented in the entire study was introduced be a different woman.  Enticing those 
present to want to do the entire study.  Women in attendance were given the opportunity to 
attend the two workshops-Study and Social Action.  Olivia Woody (a young girl) performed 
“Stickin’ with Jesus” performance that was a worship experience.    The worship coordinator 
led the group in a special closing worship.  Women attending brought items for each of five 
women’s shelters in the Northwest Area.  The monetary offering was equally divided between 
the shelters and The WWW Mexico Projects.  The offering totaled $862.  The Blessing Box 
offering totaled $831.  Those present experience the movement of the Spirit among us.   We 
began the meeting needing a Vice-President and a Secretary and before lunch two young 
women volunteered to accept the call for these positions.  This wonderful assembly was a 
result of the cabinet working together under the leadership of Vice-President, Donna 
Beaderstadt. 
 
Our cabinet officers transition July 1.  We met in June for a transitional meeting.  There is 
much excitement and ideas being prayed about for future events in the Northwest area. 
 
Submitted by 
Helen Hodkins 
President  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WOMEN OF OZARK LAKES AREA REPORT 
MADW CABINET MEETING 

AUGUST 14, 2015 
 

Spring and Summer activities:   
 
Clinton Christian Church hosted our President’s luncheon on March 21, 2015.  Rev. Shirley 
Scott, OLADW President presented a roundtable Discussion on “Rethinking Women’s 
Ministry.” 
 
 
Our May 9th 2015 Enrichment Conference was hosted by the ladies of community Christian 
Church at Camdenton.  The theme was:  DISCIPLES WOMEN; FINDIND OUR VOICE THROUGH 
STUDY, WORSHIP AND SOCIAL ACTION/JUSTICE. 
 
Presenters:   
Worship:   Rev. Julie Pappenfort 
Study:     June Owen 
Social Action/Justice:   Marilyn Smith with guest speakers 

 Felicia Rose: Hum Trafficking in our Area   
 Veesha Guhr:  World Craft/Gift Ship 

 
The $238.00 offering taken will benefit CADV (Citizens Against Domestic Violence) a women’s 
shelter in Camdenton. 
 
OLADW cabinet meeting met in Dixon, Mo on Saturday July 18th.  Several DW groups of the 
area have accepted the challenge from Church Women United to prepare family food kits, safe 
motherhood kits and school kits for the Festival of Sharing. 
 
Our Fall Assembly will be at Nixa, MO on Saturday, September 19, 2015. 
 
Submitted by June Owen 
OLADW Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Christian Church of Mid-America (Disciples of Christ) 
Christian Ministries Scholarship Fund 

Report 
August 14-15, 2015 

 
The Current Christian Ministries Scholarship Fund Committee 
Chairperson:  Helen Hodkins (2011-2014) 
Current DWM President:  Wanda Hedenberg (2013-2016) 
Lay Person (3 year term):  Phil Smith (2013-2015) 
DWM Cabinet Member (3 Year term):  Martha Ruhl (2015-2018) 
DWM Staff Person:  Donna Beaderstadt 
Seminary representative (male or female):  Rev. Mike Graves (2013-2015) 
Chairperson or other representative of CCMA regional Commission on the Order of Ministry:  
Charles Bahn, Chair 2015-2016 
Regional Ministry Team Representative:  Dr. Kris Tenny-Brittian 
 
The changes made to the CMSF Guidelines, Application and Reference Forms were made and 
posted on the website after the February 27-28, 2015 meeting.   
Added to the Guidelines: 
 
IV. Stipulations 

In accordance with the IRS the Christian Ministries Scholarship Fund must be used for 
the payment of tuition and/or books.  After the CCMA Office receives confirmation, 
from the school where you are currently enrolled, a check for ½ of the amount of your 
awarded scholarship will be mailed for the fall term directly to the business office of the 
institution where you are enrolled, with instructions that the full amount be applied to 
your account for tuition and/or books.  A second check for ½ the amount will be sent for 
the spring term in the same manner, after you provide proof of enrollment for the next 
semester to the CCMA Office. 

Added to the Application 
IX. CERTIFICATION STATEMENT  
I certify that all of the information reported on this application is correct, to the best of my 
knowledge. I agree that if I am awarded a scholarship from the Christian Ministries Scholarship 
Fund, I will use the funds exclusively for tuition and/or books. I also agree that, if I receive a 
scholarship, I will submit to the Christian Church Mid-America Office confirmation from the 
school where I am currently enrolled.  Also, after the fall term of this academic year I will 
provide proof of enrollment for the next semester to the CCMA Office.  If I am unable to 
complete the course work or to apply the funds for my tuition and or books, I will return the 
scholarship award, or the portion not used, to the Christian Ministries Scholarship Fund.  
 
Student Signature: _____________________________________________ Date ___________ 
 



The conference call to award scholarships took place on July 15, 2015.  The report of the call is 
on a separate page.   
 
John Goebel in Indianapolis was a great help in providing the information about the availability 
of $5,167 to make the scholarship awards as well at the Endowment fund vested in the 
Christian Church Foundation with the value on June 3, 2015 of $36,511.   
 
I continue to seek a way to learn of contributions made to the fund through the channels in 
Mid-America.  I have obtained information when asked from the Northeast Area Office as well 
as from SEGA Office. 
 
I have written thank you notes to the donors.  
 
The files for the CMSF are in the Northeast Area Office.  I ask that the cabinet make a decision 
about these files.  The files include those dating back to the beginning of the fund. 
 
I ask that you spread the word about our Christian Ministries Scholarship Fund so that 
awareness of its existence is known.  First, for those that could use the scholarship and for 
those who could choose to make a contribution to the fund or the Endowment Fund.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Helen Hodkins  
Chair of Christian Ministries Scholarship Fund.     
 
 

Christian Ministries Scholarship Fund 
Mid-America Disciples Women’s Ministries 

Conference Call Minutes 
July 15, 2015 

 
The committee met by conference call on July 15, 2015.  Present on the call were Dr. Kris 
Tenny-Brittian, Donna Beaderstadt, Phil Smith, Mike Graves, Charles Bahn, Martha Ruhl and 
Helen Hodkins.  Wanda Hedenberg was in route to the General Assembly. 
 
All committee members had received the application packet information the first of July as the 
application deadline was June 30. 
 
The meeting opened with prayer by Helen Hodkins.  There was a brief review of the eligibility 
requirements. The amount of $5,167 available for distribution.  
 
Four applicants submitted applications.  The applicants were Linda James pursuing a Doctor of 
Ministry at Phillips Theological Seminary, Matthew Limback attending Phillips Theological 



Seminary seeking a Master of Arts in Ministry, Heather Patten attending Lexington Theological 
Seminary working on a Masters of Divinity (she did not have the current form and must submit 
the Certification Statement included on the current form.), and Geoffrey Weinman attending 
Phillips Theological Seminary working on a Masters of Divinity.  Geoffrey’s transcript was sent 
from Phillips on June 26 and has not been received.  Geoffrey submitted his classes and grades 
for the 2014-2015 academic year.  It was concluded that the mail was a problem and his 
application would be considered.   
 
After discussion it was agreed to distribute the available funds as follows to be divided into 
two payments (one half each semester).  We used the amount of $5,167 available for 
distribution.  
 

 Linda James $1,583.50 

 Matthew Limback $1,583.50 

 Heather Patten $1,000 

 Geoffrey Weinman $1,000 
 
Each of the four applicants will be notified by letter concerning their application. 
 
All committee members were thanked for their time and willingness to serve on the 
committee.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Helen Hodkins, Chair CMSF 
 
 

Worship Coordinator’s Report for Regional Cabinet 
August 14-15 2015 

 
I prepared and presented worship moments for the Regional cabinet meeting March 20-21 
based on a theme of loss and renewal.  These seemed to be well received. 
 
April 18 I attended the Regional Assembly in Dexter Missouri where Dawna Watkins and I 
presented a workshop on how the changes in Regional structure might affect the Disciples 
Women.  We presented a little historical background and then had a discussion about some 
different ways that women are doing service, study and worship in their home churches.  
Phyllis Parsonss from St. Charles Christian in New Town presented some ideas that the young 
women in her church are using and coordinating with the more traditional CWF group.  Linda 
Carver from Kennett also shared some ideas about how their church which does not have a 
formal Disciples Women’s group is doing the things that Disciples Women have traditionally 
done on a church wide basis. 



 
I attended the SEGA spring assembly in Edwardsville but did not participate preparing the 
worship for I was privileged to attend the General Assembly in Columbus, Ohio July 17-23 as a 
representative for the Regional Disciples Women.  I enjoyed the company of my traveling 
companions, Phyllis Parsonss, Donna Beaderstadt and Sara Reiter as well as Diane Hall, Judi 
and Norm Linville from SEGA, Wanda Hedenberg from cabinet and our former coordinator, 
Brenda Hines and many old friends.  I sang in the choir which was a thrill and attended an 
awesome worship service lead by the youth.  I also participated in the sleeping mat project 
and got to teach two young women how to crochet.  And then there were the workshops, 
business meetings, meal meetings and great worship services every evening. 
 
I am currently preparing worship for this Regional Cabinet Meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Katie Wodell  



Mid America Regional Disciple Women’s Coordinator Report 
August 14-15, 2015 

 
April 18, 2015 I attended the Northwest Area Disciple Women’s Spring Assembly at First 

Christian Church of Gallatin in Gallatin, MO.  Where I served as the NW Area Disciple 
Women Vice President.  I will retire from this position in July when the new officers start 

their journey.  I spoke to the assembly about Disciple Women and what the future holds.   
As we began the day, we did not have a full slate of officers to present to the assembly.   

We put our trust in the Lord and were delighted when two young women stepped up and 
stepped out to add their names to the slate of officers.  When I installed the officers; I 

asked the outgoing officers to walk alongside the new officers, share their experiences 

and guide them as they start their journey. 
 

It never ceases to amaze me the generosity of women, NW Area attendees brought 
hygiene items for the NW Area Women’s Shelters. The room was overflowing with items. 

They provided 4 area shelters with much needed items. 
 

April 25, 2015 I attended the Northeast Area Disciple Women’s Enrichment Conference 
at the Willow Street Christian Church in Hannibal, MO.  I was a guest speaker and I 

prepared, presented a workshop on Social Action and Justice.  It was an amazing day, I 
was inspired by the Minnie Smith as she spoke about all Willow Street Christian Church 

is doing in their outreach programs.  It was a great day filled with hope and inspiration.  
That women are amazing and can do amazing things.  Willow Street is a small church 

but doing great things for the children in their area.   
 

May 1, 2015 attended the Executive Board Meeting in Columbia, MO.  This was my first 

Executive Board Meeting.  
 

May 9, 2015 I attended the Ozark Lake Area Spring Enrichment Conference; I 
introduced myself and spoke briefly about the future of Disciple Women.  It was a 

wonderful opportunity to meet Disciple Women and get to know them.  It filled me with 
hope and happiness for all Disciple Women.   

 
I was unable to attend the Council of Area Meeting in Columbia, MO due to illness.  I 

really missed being there but Wanda Hedenberg, Acting President of Mid America 
Disciple Women’s Ministries and Dawna Watkins, President Elect attended.   

 
I attended the General Assembly in Columbus, Ohio July 18-23, 2015. July 18-23, 2015 

I attended the General Assembly in Columbus, Ohio. Wow, this was my first GA and one 
I will never forget.  It was amazing to see how thousands of Disciples can come together 

and make a difference.  We worked hard, made lots of new friends and had a wonderful 

opportunity to get to know our friends even better.  It was great.  We asked all women 
from Mid-America region who are attending GA to interview 5 women (they do not 

know) and complete a 4 question survey (see attached) about what Disciple Women.  
We will review the information and have a summary for the August Meeting.  Sharon E. 

Watkins, President and General Ministry challenged us to Missions First.   
 



August 1, 2015 I participated in and attended the Northwest Area Assembly at Wyatt 

Park Christian Church in St. Joseph, MO as they celebrated the NW Area.  The NW Area 
voted to become part of the Mid America Region.   

 
August 2, 2015 I presented a presentation as the Mid America Disciple Women’s Ministry 

Staff Coordinator on the General Assembly to the First Christian Church of St. Joseph, 
Mo and passed on the challenge of Sharon E. Watkins, Mission First.   

 
I will be attending Council of Areas Meeting on August 22, 2015 in Columbia, MO with 

Dawna Watkins, President of Mid America Disciple Women’s  
Ministry. 

 
On October 24, 2015 I will be attending the Mid America Regional Assembly in 

Columbia, MO.  I will be conducting a “Women’s Focus Group” on “What does it mean to 
Disciple Women now that we are a region.”    

 

I have been invited to attend the Northeast Area all Assembly in Kirksville, MO on 
September 26th.  I will have the pleasure and privilege to install their new officers.  

 
I will be attending The Mid America Disciple Women’s Regional Retreat that is scheduled 

for Nov. 7th and 8th at Conception Abbey in Conception, MO.  The NW Area Disciple 
Women have graciously volunteered to be our Hostess.  Rev. Dr. Patricia Donahoo, 

Executive Director – Disciples Women will be our guest speaker.  This will be a 
wonderful weekend where we will learn about ourselves, our walk with God. 

 
One of my goals for 2016 to find a way to defer the cost to send Dawna Watkins, 

President, to the Leadership Conference for Disciple Women in Daytona Beach, FL, 
January 20-24, 2016.  I believe this conference will be of greater value to everyone 

when shared.  It is impossible to gather all that is offered when only one person attends. 
 

 
 

It is a privilege and honor to be work with the Disciple Women in Mid America.  These 
women are truly amazing and wonderful women.  As I have known, They, we, can do all 

things, give us a mission and we (women) will make sure it happens.  We are ready and 

willing to meet any and all challenges that are put before us. We are moving ahead, we 
are meeting the challenges and we are making a difference. 

 
Donna Beaderstadt 

Mid America Disciple Women’s Staff Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mid America Region Disciple Women Ministry 
 

General Assembly Survey 
 

 
1. If Disciple Women ceased to exist, what would you miss? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. If you were the head of the all Disciple Women across the nation and world; 
 

o What you change? 
 

 
 
 
 

o What would you add? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Of all the gifts and strengths that you bring to Disciples Women's Ministries, which ones do you most enjoy 

offering?   
 
 

 
 
 

4. Is there something that you have not been invited to do that you would really like to do? 
 
 
 

 
 


