
The National Convocation of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) held its 24th Biennial Session on July 21 -24, 2016 in 

Overland Park, Kansas.  The theme for this year’s Convocation was “Hindsight, Insight and Foresight”, which was 

foundationally inspired by Habakkuk 2:2-3.  This was an exciting time for sisters and brothers in the faith to come 

together from across diverse contexts and communities of these United States.  Many were heard sharing with others 

about how happy they were that they attended this year, and how great of a time they had in the Lord.   

Special thanks and honor must be given to the local arrangement committee, which where made of clergy and lay 

persons from MOKAN Fellowship, a regional ministry and fellowship of African American Congregations in the Christian 

Church of Greater Kansas City.  They did a wonderful job planning, organizing and hosting all Convocation participants, 

and setting the tone for a wonderful experience while in Kansas.  Their energy, passion and excitement impacted 

everyone from the moment folks arrived on the grounds of the Sheraton Hotel until the concluding worship service.  The 

local arrangement committee had over one hundred volunteers for the week.  The committee worked really hard to 

make Convocation a great success.   

Special thanks also goes out to the Greater Kansas City Region of the Christian Church, 

Rev. Bill Rose-Heim, Regional Minister and others for supporting the National Convocation 

in a major way.  The region provided over 100 scholarships for children and youth in their 

region to attend the Convocation.  They also provided $3,000.00 to support convocation 

programming for young adults.  It was obvious that MOKAN and Greater Kansas City 

Region was united and excited about the National Convocation coming to the Kansas 

City/Overland, Kansas Area. They were excited!  Rev. Bill Rose-Heim and his wife, Rev. 

Donna Rose-Heim was so excited that they both decided to join the Convocation Choir 

and immerse themselves in the African American worship tradition.  They were great too! 

As in years past, the National Convocation provided a wonderful privilege for leaders of 

the Church, general ministry representatives, church delegates, colleagues and old friends 

to reconnect by coming together for worship, fellowship, study, to handle the business of the Convocation, and to think 

and discern together what God might be calling the Convocation to do next.  In addition, many were afforded the 

opportunity to learn and engage the many realities facing the Church and the unfortunate issues plaguing Black America.  

During the Convocation, all participants were invited to engage in a Mission First Gathering, to witness and reflect on the 

“Injustice Anywhere” Documentary sponsored by the National Benevolent Association, to engage in a host of 

conversations and panel discussions regarding the state of Black America and the Black Lives Matter Movement and its 

hope for social and racial justice, to learn about the State of the Church from Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins, our General 

Minister and President, and so much more.     

This year’s educational tracks were excellent and organized to help congregations 

engage topics and opportunities that were relevant to current congregational and 

pastoral needs and the needs of our wider communities.  This year’s bible lecturer 

was The Rev. J. Lawrence Turner, Pastor of Mississippi Blvd Christian Church of 

Memphis Tennessee.  The special guest theologian this year was The Rev. Dr. Brad 

Braxton, Ph.D., New Testament Scholar, Activist, Preacher, Professor at Harvard 

Divinity School and Pastor of the Open Church in Baltimore Maryland.  Dr. Braxton 

provided all with a wonderful lecture/workshop during the Convocation’s Clergy 

Institute.  His topic of discussion was “Preaching & Public Health: Serious Preaching 

In Dangerous Times”.  In addition to the special guest theologian and Bible lecturer, 

there were numerous opportunities for participants to learn from the best that the Convocation has to offer.  The 

workshops were great and well attended.   

Rev. Bill Rose-Heim, Regional 
Minister of Greater Kansas City 
Region and Rev. Antoine Lee, Pastor 
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During this year’s Biennial Session, there were several people from the 

Christian Church of Mid-America Region honored and celebrated.  Rev. Rhonda 

Aldridge, an associate minister at Centennial Christian Church in St. Louis was 

honored as one of the Emerging Ministers, and was granted the privilege to 

preach during the Emerging Minister’s Breakfast.  She preached an 

empowering sermon to a packed ballroom of friends and supporters!  

Following the sermon, Rev. Jesse Jackson, the outgoing president of the 

National Convocation Board stated, “Rhonda and the others were no longer 

emerging ministers but they had arrived!  They did a great job sharing their 

convictions with us!”  Rev. Dr. Dietra Wise Baker, pastor of Liberation Christian 

Church in St. Louis served as the evening 

speaker during the Friday night t-shirt 

and jeans worship service.  This service 

seem to utilize the energy, excitement and culture of the younger generation.  The 

service was led in its entirety by young adults.  During this exciting service, The 

Lighthouse Dancers of Centennial Christian Church ministered through dance, and 

the Music Ministry of Liberation Christian Church was featured as well.  On 

Saturday Night during the Convocation Banquet, the Rev. Dr. Dietra Wise Baker 

received the Liberation Award for her 

leadership, passion and commitment to 

social and racial justice.  During the 

closing worship experience on Sunday morning, Patricia Penelton, a member of 

Centennial Christian Church was installed as the new President of the National 

Convocation Board for 2016 – 2018 term.  Mid-America was represented well in 

this year’s 24th Biennial Session of the National Convocation.  We should be 

proud of the gifts and talents that exist in our region and across the life of our 

church. 

 

This year’s 24th Biennial Session of the National Convocation will always be 

remembered.   The children and youth programming; the selected preachers 

and workshop facilitators; the concert given by national gospel recording 

artist, Myron Butler; the hospitality of the Local Arrangements committee; the 

electrifying worship experiences; the gathering of the people of God; and more 

made this Biennial Session work, and many believe the Convocation gave glory 

to God through it all.  This year’s gathering appears to be the start of 

something new and fresh.  So much excitement and possibilities exist for this 

part of our Church.  Change appears to be on the horizon!  The Convocation 

Board and participants are excited and eagerly waiting the 25th Biennial 

Session, which will take place in Birmingham, AL.  Please know that All are 

welcomed to be a part of this wonderful experience in 2018. 

Thank you to Rev. Derrick Perkins for this story and photos! 

      

Outgoing President Rev. Jesse Jackson and 
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Rev. Rhonda Aldridge (center) with the other 
two Emerging Ministers, Convocation President 
Rev. Jesse Jackson (far left), and Phillips 
Seminary President Dr. Gary Peluso-Verdend 
(far right). 
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