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September to December, 2018                Volume 27, Issue 3 

No Happy Holidays Here:  
MERRY CHRISTMAS GRAPEVINE FAMILY 

“…I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people. Today in the town of David a savior 
has been born to you, he is the Messiah, the Lord.” 

Luke 2: 10b-11 NIV 

As Christmas approaches, it is a joy and a privilege to 
greet you in the name of Christ. On behalf of the staff 
and board of the Grapevine we would like to thank 
you for your loyal support. Some of you have been 
with us since the first issue in 1991. Others have 
joined us along the way. We are grateful for all of you 
and we consider you as part of our beloved Grapevine 
family. 

As your family carries out your favorite Christmas 
traditions, it is my prayer that you will warmly feel the 
love, joy, and peace of Christ. Luke’s words remind us 
that Christmas is all about keeping Jesus in the center 
of who we are and all we do. If we believe Luke’s 
words, this little bitty baby boy Jesus, whose birth we 
celebrate on December 25th is the most powerful, life-
changing force the world has ever known. Jesus is our 
personal savior and redeemer. He is God incarnate. 
What good news is that? 

When we fully grasp the significance of Luke’s an-
nouncement of the “reason for the season;” the hustle 
and bustle of the holidays cannot distract us or distress 
us. Indeed, national or local politics; the endless cycle 
of “bad news” on TV; and the myriad personal disap-
pointments and challenges of our lives cannot distract 
us or deter us. As people of faith, we know Christmas 
is  all about Christ and the power and promise that his 
birth represents. As people of faith, we love Christ-
mas, no matter what. We celebrate, we generously 
share with “the least of these”, and we cannot praise 
our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ enough. 

The Grapevine staff and board wish you, our beloved 
Grapevine family, a faith filled and fun Christmas. As 
we end this year, please know that the Grapevine min-
istry is eager to be the best we can be in serving your 

need to connect with 
servants of the church 
around the country. We 
welcome your com-
ments and we look for-
ward to your continuing 
support in the new year.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
& HAPPY NEW YEAR 

TO ALL! 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Norma R. Ellington-Twitty, Ph.D., Board President 

 

 

 

By Way of Introduction: 

The Oldtimer’s Grapevine is an independent, not for 
profit ministry grounded in Jesus Christ for the enhance-
ment of His Church. Our purpose is to promote healthy 
aging, communication and the sharing of mutual experi-
ences by retired servants of the Church through the pro-
duction of The Oldtimers’ Grapevine Newsletter. 

The Oldtimer’s Grapevine Newsletter was founded by 
William K. Fox in 1991. He described the primary pur-
pose of the Newsletter as a communication tool that ena-
bles retired servants of the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) to stay connected. Circulation is 800 persons, 
who live across the country. The current Publisher/
Executive Editor is John R. Foulkes.  

Grapevine Regional Reporter Role: We are looking 
for an individual who identifies with our mission and 
would be willing to take on the newly developing role of 
Grapevine Regional Reporter. The key purpose of this 
role is to fulfill our founder’s vision: to share local and 
regional church news and stories that will keep our na-
tional readership informed, connected, and spiritually 
renewed for kingdom building. 

Examples of Material for Grapevine Regional Re-
porter Articles: 

Significant congregational celebrations, church and pas-
toral anniversaries, social justice activities, community 
outreach projects, mission trips effective programs or 
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activities for seniors, including intergenerational pro-
grams; 

Regional or state celebrations, activities, or programs 
that would be relevant and of interest to our broad 
readership; 

Updates on retired servants of the church: Where are 
they? How are they doing? What are they doing? 
“Secrets of Aging” pearls of wisdom to share? and 

“Homegoing” celebrations for retired servants of the 
church and those persons who might be familiar to our 
readers. These submissions would be a part of the “For 
Whom the Bell Tolls” section of the Newsletter. 

Responsibilities: 

Once confirmed, share your role as Grapevine Regional 
Reporter with your Pastor, regional staff of the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ), and persons in au-
thority for key church organiza-
tions at the local, regional, or 
state levels (as appropriate). 

Stay up-to-date with planned 
events locally and regionally, 
thus providing you the oppor-
tunity to attend these events or secure information 
from reliable sources. 

Contact, interview, and research news and story leads, or 
tips. 

Collect, verify and analyze newsworthy information. 
Feel free to consult with the Grapevine editor to ensure 
your proposed article is newsworthy before finalizing 
your work. (This will ensure that your efforts are not 
on wasted on an article that does not meet the needs of 
our readership.) 

Assemble findings into a proposed article for publication 
in The Oldtimers’ Grapevine. Deliver stories with the 
readers’ perspective in mind.  

Maintain notes and audio recordings. Identify sources 
and how you have authenticated your article. 

Secure prior approval from or provide prior notification 
to the appropriate person before submission to the 
Grapevine editor. Depending on story content, provide 
notification and/or secure approval from your Pastor 
(or designee), regional staff person of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), or other persons in au-
thority or persons who are featured in the article, be-
fore submission, as appropriate.  

Submit article to the Grapevine editor by identified dead-
lines in: mid-March, mid July, and early November 
(specific deadlines are defined annually). 

 

Requirements: There are no formal requirements for the 
role of Grapevine Regional Reporter. It is likely that the 
following qualities would be important in carrying out 
the Responsibilities described above: 

Identify with and eager to contribute to the mission and 
purposes of The Oldtimers’ Grapevine; 

Active participant in the life of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), and knowledgeable about their 
programs, events and activities at the local, regional 
and state levels; 

Ability to gather, write, and edit news; 

Computer proficiency (word processing, digital editing); 

Excellent communication and active listening skills; and 

Reputation as one who has integrity and compassion for 
our church family. 

Final Note: We would like to 
share key aspects of the original 
vision  of our founding editor, 
William K. Fox to reflect the val-
ues that have shaped the publica-
tion of the Old Timer’s Grapevine 

for 27 years: 

Independent and not for profit entity, with financial sup-
port coming from the readership;  

Although the focus and readership of the Newsletter is 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ); the Old-
timers’ Grapevine ministry and Newsletter have no 
formal relationship with and receive no funding or pro-
grammatic support from the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ); 

Share ideas about issues relevant to “Golden Agers”, 
however the Newsletter would take on no “official 
point of view and/or formalized programs”; 

Readership would include persons of all racial and ethnic 
backgrounds; 

Should never be tainted with politics in church or socie-
ty. Its purpose is grounded in Jesus, the Christ and the 
enhancement of Christ’s church; and 

Wholeness and togetherness in Christ are watch words in 
focusing on African American members, as well as 
other racial and ethnic structures and their contribution 
to the general welfare of the Church. 

Application Process: To express an interest in becom-
ing a Grapevine Regional Reporter,  

contact John R. Foulkes, Publisher/Executive Editor.  
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Hello disciples, I'm Terry Hord Owens, your General 

Minister and President. 

For the past 16 months I have been travelling across 

the church in all of the U.S. and Canada, visiting with 

your congregations, your regional 

assemblies, our racial ethnic assem-

blies — the National Convocation 

Obra Hispania and NAPAD.  I 

want you to know what I have lear-

ned. 

I have seen the richness of the di-

versity of our church.  I have seen 

visible signs of hope and joy and 

plans for the future.  I have seen 

congregations and regions sharing 

stories about facing challenges, yes,  

seeing certain numbers decline, 

yes, but also seeing life move for-

ward.  I've seen our regions and 

congregations acknowledging the 

challenges absolutely, both in terms 

of finances and crises of leadership.  

But I've also seen them make plans 

to improve finances, to see them turn the corner, to see 

new leadership come into place.  I've seen them make 

plans for transitioning and seeing the end of visible 

ministries all across our church.  But I've also seen 

them rejoicing in the success of new church plants and 

the new ways of doing and being Church. 

I've seen all of you working in your local communities 

to serve the needs of those communities as you prepa-

re to represent the Gospel of Jesus Christ in mission  

and witness.  I've had the great opportunity to work 

with all of you on so many issues of social justice 

across our country and in the U.S. and Canada, and 

you have joined together as congregations and regions 

to ensure that our collective witness as disciples has 

been visible and powerful.  I've reminded us, I hope, 

that part of our great legacy is to be a people of the 

book, to know and understand the Scriptures, to be 

people of spiritual development who know how to 

pray both as intercessory prayer partners, and also as 

people who know when to be quiet to be still and 

know that God is God.  You have been Church toget-

her you have been disciples working together,  

I want you to have the opportunity to see the fullness 

of who we are when we come toget-

her.  One opportunity that you'll have 

next July in 2019 is to gather with us 

at the General Assembly in Des Moi-

nes Iowa.  I hope that you will ensure 

that who you are as church locally and 

regionally will be represented at the 

General Assembly.  We will worship 

together, we will study together, we 

will make plans together, and we will 

conduct our business.  But I hope that 

you'll be able to look around that are-

na in Des Moines and see the whole 

church not just a part of the church but 

the true diverse richness of the Chris-

tian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

It has given me such confidence that 

comes only from God to see your pas-

sion, your commitment to the work 

that we do together as followers of Jesus Christ.  My 

very favorite scripture is Philippians 1 and 6 in which 

Paul expresses to the church at Philippi his confidence 

in them he says, “I am confident of this that the one 

who has begun a good work in you will complete it by 

the day of Jesus Christ.”  Church, I have confidence 

not only in us as disciples, not only in you as disciples, 

but I have confidence that the God that we are called 

to serve is not finished with us yet.  I have confidence 

in us as church disciples more importantly, God has 

confidence in us.  God has called us to this work and 

God has given us all that we need to continue to live 

out the gospel of Jesus Christ both collectively toget-

her in our churches and as witness to the world of 

what the reign of God can look like.  We are followers 

of Jesus Christ and we have a commitment to live out 

that collective witness so the world can see what it 

looks like, when the reign of peace, love and justice is 

real in our society. 

“CONFIDENCE” A MESSAGE FROM OUR GENERAL MINISTER AND 

PRESIDENT 
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People who come from different backgrounds can 

share together in a common goal, can be brothers and 

sisters together, living out the call for peace and justi-

ce in a society that is in such need of the love and pea-

ce that we know Jesus models for us all church. 

We are approaching the season of Advent when hope, 

joy, peace and love and the presence of Christ are at 

the center of our gathering together.  It's in this season 

that we must remind ourselves of this very confidence 

that God has given us.  I hope that as you worship to-

gether, and as you remind yourselves of the great gift 

that God has given in Jesus Christ, that God still has 

confidence in us and that our work together is not fi-

nished.  More importantly, God is not finished. 

May the peace, joy, love and hope of this advent 

season be with you now and always, and I look for-

ward to seeing you all at the General Assembly in Des 

Moines Iowa in July of 2019.  God bless you and re-

member that God loves you and so do I. 

The Board of Directors of Christian Church Founda-
tion approved during their Fall Board meeting with a 
great sense of joy, humility, and yes, pride, the Sara 
Lue Bostick Select Fund  

Rev. Bostick is recorded in the history books as the 
first African American woman ordained by Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). She was noted for her 
work in the ministry that ultimately became National 
Convocation. This is a tremendous acknowledgement 
and celebration of the diversity and contributions of 
blacks to the life of the church.  

Attached is the flyer which notes how the fund is de-
signed and the intentionality of its purpose of not be 
involved in certain industries, while providing the 
same returns as the other CCF investment options. 

Marilyn S. Fiddmont 
Vice President, 
Southwest Zone & Northeastern RegionChristian 
Church Foundation  

 

Bostick Select Fund  

Fact Sheet  
Objective:  

Seeks a total return from a moderately-aggressive 

asset allocation that excludes investments de-

fined by the Fund’s strategy statement.  

Strategy:  
The Bostick Select Fund will continue to uphold 

the Christian Church Foundation’s commitment 

to being an active, faith-based investor, while 

also excluding investments in fossil fuels, weap-

ons manufacturers, and companies targeted for 

divestment because of their     involvement in 

perpetuating the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The 

Fund will actively invest in environmentally 

sustainable companies as well as those respond-

ing to an increasing global population.    

Defined Income Rate:  
4.0%  

Purchases:  
Deposits received before the end of the month will 

purchase shares in the Bostick Select Fund on 

the first business day of the following month.    

Redemptions:  
Withdrawal requests require written authorization 

by the 20th of the month to be effective the first 

business day of the following month.  

The Bostick Select Fund honors the ministry of Sarah 

Lue Bostick, one of the first African American wom-

en ordained in the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ).  Rev. Bostick served the church for over 40 

years until her retirement. She was a devoted worker 

for Christian Woman’s Board of Missions and the Na-

tional Christian Missionary Society 
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Announcing Our New Podcast: 

What's the Tea, with Reconcil-

iation Ministry 

On November 30, 2018 Recon-

ciliation Ministry launched 

“What's the Tea, with Reconciliation Ministry.” The 

podcast will be published bi-weekly and feature con-

versations at the intersection of faith and social jus-

tice.  

Everyone is invited to listen. We're also looking for 

Disciples across the Church to be future guests for the 

show. If you are interested, email the Reconciliation 

office at “ajohnson@disciples.org.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If There is a New Normal; It Must Be Love 

In recent weeks, our attention has been forcibly drawn 

to the painful brokenness in our nation and our world. 

On last Wednesday, as I listened to the report of an-

other mass shooting, the fourth in as many weeks, I 

wept.  "This is not normal," are the words that kept 

repeating in my mind and in my spirit. These inci-

dents, once a rare occurrence have become frequent. 

Our public safety officials encourage us to familiarize 

ourselves and our congregations with "active shooter" 

training. I echo the efficacy of this type of prepared-

ness, even in light of my resolve that this cannot be-

come our new normal. 

There are not a lot of answers in times like these; feel-

ings of hurt and confusion are understandable. As I sit 

and think about the violence that has occurred in the 

last weeks, two questions come to mind. 1) Who bene-

fits from our brokenness and 2) What do we need in 

times like these? Our anxiety rightfully runs high in 

the midst of division and violence. 

In times like these, it is important that we do not re-

main silent. As well, we must continue to listen to one 

another. We do not know the true motive of the recent 

tragedies. What we do know is that those who perpe-

trate violence and hate perpetuate a message of fear. 

No one benefits from our silence. Anxiety and hate 

come from a place of fear. This fear is rooted in the 

misunderstanding that there is not enough for all of us 

on this amazing planet. This fear embraces the myth 

of scarcity - that even 

we are not enough for 

what the world needs 

now. We are more than 

enough. 

God who created the heavens and the earth, also creat-

ed us with God's spirit of abundance and we are more 

than enough . . .together, not divided.   Therefore, 

there is nothing to fear.  As Disciples of Christ, we do 

not lose hope. In fact, we are hope-givers. We are 

light-bearers. We are peacemakers and we share the 

love of Christ as witnesses on Christ's behalf. 

Scripture reminds us, "There is no fear in love, but 

perfect love casts out fear;. . ." (1 John 4:17). We are 

compelled to serve one another, to show compassion, 

to pray for those who are sick and hurting, and to 

bless those who do not know love as we do. Disciples 

put hands, heart and feet to our love. Reconciliation is 

love in action. 

I know the events of the last weeks have been diffi-

cult. I encourage you to sit with that feeling for a bit. 

Think about how you can show love to your family, 

friends, coworkers and community, and even people 

who have a different viewpoint. "The commandment 

we have from him is this: those who love God must 

love their brothers and sisters also." 1 John 4:21 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Reconciliation Ministry Grant Proposals  

Due January 31, 2019 

Reconciliation Ministry is welcoming grant proposals 

for Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism programs and 

projects for the 2019 cycle. Proposal will be received 

until January 31, 2019. Notification of awards will be 

by April 15th, 2019. Congregations and individuals 

are strongly encouraged to apply for funding through 

their Regional Office. The guidelines for grant pro-

posals can be found here. 

Key components of successful a project include: ad-

herence to the grant proposals guidelines in succinct-

ness, anti-racism focus, attention to comparable fund-

ing, project sustainability, and people served by the 

project's implementation. 

We are excited to receive your proposals. 
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.e Sound of Silence is the title of a song by the 1960's 

musical duo Simon and Garfunkel. It referred to the 

awful silence in America about the problems facing 

our nation at that time. That song has special meaning 

today after a week in this country when 14 pipe 

bombs were mailed to two former US presidents and 

other political and high profile cultural figures. We 

saw innocent people being killed at a Kroger grocery 

store in Kentucky. We saw people killed in a  syna-

gogue in Pittsburgh by a gunman shouting anti-Jewish 

slogans. 

In the face of this much violence, one would expect to 

hear from our political and religious leaders words of 

condemnation about these actions and words of com-

fort toward the targets of those attacks. 

Instead, whether from the White House or from the 

pulpits of leading white evangelical Christians we 

hear only the sound of silence. Those people usually 

have so much to say about their pet agenda is-

sues.well. I could not help but to flashback on the nine 

faithful members of the Mother Emanuel AME 

Church in Charleston, SC, just three short years ago. 

With so many of these tragic events taking place, let 

us be careful not to become compassion fatigued, but 

rather be encouraged to not grow weary in well doing 

and caring much, facing such painful realities. 

Rev. Terri Hord Owens, our General Minister and 

President made a request to the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) and our colleagues saying, “Join 

me in praying for those suffering right now and work-

ing to end these horrific episodes in our society that 

are occurring with alarming frequency.” Prayer is a 

common practice in our faith communities and is ap-

propriate now for the Tree of Life Synagogue, that the 

God of all comfort, will be with them in this time of 

pain and sorrow. Then let us share our faith, which 

has been tried by the fires of trial and tribulation, with 

one another as to how God is able to abide with us and 

see us through. 

This was an act of terrorism.  We as people of faith 

who believe in the power love over hatred, and good 

over evil, may pray and serve with courage. “But and 

if you  suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: 

and be not afraid of their terror, neither be trou-

bled.” (1 Peter 3:14 KJV). We pray this loss and suf-

fering will be redemptive to the ushering in of a better 

day of peace, love and harmony among people every-

where. Will you pray the Prayer of St. Francis with 

me? 

They are outraged about a so-called “caravan” of peo-

ple coming from Central America. They remain out-

spoken about matters of abortion, voting rights, mar-

riage equality, and race relations. However, when it 

comes to the attempted assassination of political lead-

ers and the actual murders of people targeted because 

of their race or religion these conservative voices have 

nothing to say. Where are Mitch McConnell, Paul 

Ryan, Lindsay Graham, Jerry Falwell, Jr., Franklin 

Graham, Tony Perkins and other apologists for Don-

ald Trump? Is it a mistake that all of these events are 

occurring when the President of the United States reg-

ularly fires up his base with slogans designed to fuel 

division between people based upon race, religion, 

region, and political parties? The conservative media 

led by Ann Coulter, Rush Limbaugh, Fox News, and 

others were certain that the pipe bombs were the work 

of Democrats who were, they suggested sending 

bombs in an attempt to make it seem that Republicans 

were responsible. When an obvious Trump supporter 

was arrested for sending the bombs all those people 

assumed the sound of silence. It is time for our leaders 

to do precisely that; lead us through these turbulent 

times by their clear outrage over these repeated acts of 

violence. Terrorism is at work in the United States. As 

Dr. King often said, The problem is not the vitriolic 

words of the bad people, but the appalling silence of 

the good people”. 

Marvin A. McMickle, Ph.D. 

President and Professor of African American Reli-

gious Studies Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity 

School 
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Dear Friends, 
Last Saturday, another gunman opened fire on yet an-
other house of worship. Eleven dead. These eleven 
will be added to those recently killed at grocery stores, 
concerts, schools, homes, restaurants, clubs and street 
corners. October 27 was the 300th day of 2018. It was 
also the day of the 294th mass shooting of 2018 in the 
United States. (The FBI defines a mass shooting as 
one where three or more people are injured or killed.) 
Hate-filled speech, dangerously ambiguous rhetoric, 
and life-harming—and often life-ending—bullets con-
tinue to fly. 
We are outraged at the slaughter of people at worship 
and with the fact that the United States leads all ad-
vanced countries in homicides per capita—outpacing 
the next country on the list by four times the number 
of murders. 
We mourn for those who died at the Tree of Life Syn-
agogue in Pittsburgh and for all those who have been 
injured and killed in mass shootings in the United 
States. We pour out our hearts in prayer for those who 
survive these shootings and who find themselves reel-
ing in trauma they may never overcome. 
And we pray for those who have perpetrated this vio-
lence on innocent victims. We are not born as preju-
diced, hateful, violent people. The world is filled with 
those who foster goodness, bridge differences, and 
love neighbors as themselves. Tragically, however, 
others carry such deep physical, mental, emotional and 
spiritual wounds that they seek to destroy goodness, 
eliminate differences and annihilate neighbors. What 
is more, there are some in this country whose lan-
guage and actions fan the flames of division and dis-
content in ways that only encourage the death-dealing 
actions we have seen this past week. 
At Christian Theological Seminary, our faith is central 
to our life, work, and study. Every moment is a teach-
ing moment. Every incident calls to us, urging us to 
learn and to engage. 
Drawing deeply on the most ancient strands of our tra-
dition and scripture, we affirm that all people are cre-
ated in the image of God, and therefore have inherent 
worth and dignity. This, in fact, is the first statement 
of our values statement and, of course, comes from the 
proclamation in Genesis 1 that all humans are made in 
the image of God. The worth and dignity of all people 
are absolutes; they do not depend on variables such as 

race or ethnicity, gender or sexuality, wealth, intelli-
gence, moral virtue, religion, ability, or social stand-
ing. 
We also affirm in that same values statement that we 
hear, just as the people of God of every time and place 
have heard, God's call to promote healing and whole-
ness in all of God's creation. That is not an optional 
part of our faith. Scripture highlights our healing, 
serving, reconciling, peacemaking work in the world 
as central to our life of faith. 
May God bless and strengthen all efforts to end the 
death-dealing ways that threaten our shared life as 
people of faith and as Americans. Let us join together 
in prayer. Let us mobilize together in faithfulness. Let 
us fulfill God's desire that we all live in life-giving 
community with one another. 

 
 
 
 

Nov. 15, 2018 – Lexing-
ton Theological Semi-
nary President Dr. 
Charisse L. Gillett has 
been selected to receive 
a 2018 Reflective Lead-
ership Grant from Lead-
ership Education at 
Duke Divinity. 

The $15,000 award will 
support a period of re-
flection and targeted ac-
tivities between January 
2019 and June 30, 2020. 
are designed to assist 
President Gillett with 

thinking carefully and deeply about her work and min-
istry at LTS and how best to help the organization sus-
tain its progress and momentum. 

This is the first year of the Reflective Leadership 
Grants, and the adjudication process was competitive. 
Leadership Education at Duke Divinity is funding 20 
proposals from a mix of lay and ordained Christian 
leaders serving in established or emerging institutions. 

LTS PRESIDENT RECEIVES RE-

FLECTIVE LEADERSHIP GRANT 

FROM LEADERSHIP EDUCATION 

AT DUKE DIVINITY 

https://christiantheologicalseminary14608.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.cts.edu%2fabout-christian-theological-seminary%2fcore-values%2f&srcid=6592&srctid=1&erid=1301058&trid=32c214b7-55ab-45d8-a731-e87cfbe64c03
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These proposals clearly articulated why this is a pivot-
al moment to reflect, learn and discern next steps. 

Leadership Education aims to create lasting change in 
U.S. congregations by supporting Christian leaders 
and the institutions they serve. Leadership Education 
designs educational services, develops intellectual re-
sources and facilitates networks of institutions that 
cultivate a coherent vision of Christian institutional 
leadership and form Christian leaders. 

“The Reflective Leadership Grant at Leadership Edu-
cation at Duke Divinity recognizes and supports the 
faithful and innovative work of lay and ordained 
Christian leaders who find themselves at a pivotal mo-
ment in their ministry,” said Victoria White, Leader-
ship Education’s managing director of grants. “Using 
Harvard professor Ron Heifetz’s language, we want to 
help leaders experience ‘balcony time,’ which allows 
them to move from the dance floor to the balcony to 
gain a broader picture of their work, organizations, 
communities and trends. We want to encourage grant-
ees to continue to develop their leadership capacities 

in ways specific to their work and context. For some, 
this might look like attending interdisciplinary confer-
ences, and for others it might look like observing simi-
lar work in different settings. We are excited about the 
interest in this grant program from both traditional and 
non-traditional Christian leaders and we look forward 
to learning alongside them and their communities.” 

“I am deeply grateful for this honor and the opportuni-
ty to reflect upon a period of intense institutional rein-
vention and creativity at Lexington Theological Semi-
nary,” said Dr. Gillett. “I believe as president of Lex-
ington Theological Seminary, I am called to reflect 
upon what we have accomplished as a community of 
faith and the ways in which I must grow – indeed, the 
ways we must grow together – to encourage move-
ment from crisis to sustainability in our collective 
work and ministry.” 

Leadership Education is a non-degree-granting initia-
tive of Duke Divinity School. It is funded by Lilly En-
dowment Inc. and based in Durham, N.C. 

 

The Tennessee re-

gion honored Emi-

ly Jackson, a pio-

neer and faithful 

servant in her con-

gregation, 

(Mississippi Blvd 

Christian Church 

in Memphis), the 

Tennessee region 

and the general 

church.  She start-

ed her remarks by 

saying, “I had a mentor...”.  My prayer for Disciples 

of Christ is that we can en-

gage in intentional mentor-

ing across our church.  

Mentoring developed a 

leader and gave her a place 

at the table!  I am so hon-

ored to meet her 

 

 

So honored to be considered a Legend of the Great James 

Madison High School and 

participate in the Induction 

of 16 new TROJANS into the 

“2018 Wall of Fame.” 

EMILY JACKSON HONORED 
PATRICIA MAPLES INDUCTED 

INTO HALL OF FAME 
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I attended the funeral services of a 
lady who had three children by her 
her first husband. She had remar-
ried and stayed married to her sec-
ond husband 15 very good years. 
But when it came time to 
acknowledge the second husband 
in her funeral services her children 
failed her miserably. 

The obituary beautifully detailed the first husband and 
listed the children and grandchildren of the deceased. 
No mention of the second husband who had been de-
voted to the deceased. He, though confined in a 
wheelchair and obviously very weak, attended the ser-
vice. I watched him slump as he read through the pro-
gram. 

Another service I attended was that of a gentleman 
whose first marriage ended very acrimoniously; you 
might say bitterly, with the children taking the moms 
side. His second marriage lasted 10 years and ended 
in both their words “mutually”. However, when he 
took ill his second wife was a welcome visitor and 
much needed care giver. 

His obit was also very detailed but his second 
wifes’name was listed with and under the heading, 
“lifelong friends”. The second wife attended services 
and burial , expressing a quiet grief. 

At a third funeral, the program created by the second 
wife and children, failed to list or acknowledge the 
first wife, and the dead mans’ “other” children and 
much loved grandchildren. Again the funeral pro-
grams pointedly ignored this large segment of the 
dead mans life: the first wife and their mutual children 
attended the service and burial and behaved with 
grace and dignity: though such restraint is often not 
the case.  

There is little to gain from or by this selective mean-
spiritedness. The loved ones of your loved one de-
serve some acknowledgment and mention. Perhaps in 
the intensity and blindness of our grief these things 
happen, but I suspect they are intentional. Your loved 
one loved others who,in most cases, deserve a quiet 
mention and in almost all situations grieve the death 
and the omission; in silence and isolation. A funeral 
program is often the historical document of a persons 
life.  

 

Everybody that 
really knows me 
knows that I am 
essentially a social 
media ghost.  

Even in personal 
communication, I 
have a bad habit of 
tending to get back 
to people whenever 
I get back to 
people. However, 
today I had the 

honor to hear Ben Ferencz tell his story and I would 
like to share a bit with you all. If you do not know 
who he is, I encourage you to google him or go to his 
website at www.benferencz.org/index.html.  

When I got the privilege to go up and take pictures 
with him, he asked me, “Were you inspired and are 
you going to do something about [peace]?”. I was 
incredibly moved to say the least. After a number of 
recent tragedies, I have been reminded of the 
preciousness of life and the potential for anyone to 
have an impact on our collective progress or 
retrogression. It is with the same resolute spirit as Mr. 
Ferencz that I challenge whoever reads this to think 
about the former.  

Anybody can turn on the television or check their 
phones to see some polarized “doom and gloom” 
story. Instead of feeding into the facades or the 
negativity most often seen while scrolling through 
timelines or headlines, I would like to stimulate a 
hopeful conversation about the future. We have all 
been empowered by the countless lives sacrificed in 
dedication to the pursuit of liberty and justice, the 
fight for a better world, and the hope for a brighter 
future. I impassionately plea that we ask ourselves, 
“What will I do with my life to honor them? What 
skills or resources are at my disposal to build that 
better world? And what can I contribute to our 
collective progress so that we may all one day pursue 
joy and happiness in peace?” If you made it this far, 
much appreciation and happy Veterans Day. 
#NEVERFORGET#LAWNOTWAR  

Sincerely, 

Damon Watts Jr., Coconut Creek  

HONORING YOUR LOVED ONES 
LOVED ONES. 

By Charles Webb, Jr. 

NEVER FORGET 

By Damon Watts, Jr. 
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BETTERMENT 
Some thoughts, some things 

Can be like clutter, dust, stain. 

And those thoughts can disrupt 

and hinder the positive thought process 

like an ugly, nauseating pain. 

Negative thoughts are strong; 

That’s why we see so much hurt, destruction, 

Hatefulness, evil and wrong. 

Positive thoughts come from the 

Infinite like a bird tweeting 

His sweet lilting song. 

In rejecting the negative but projecting 

What’s good, you’ll feel better,  

See better, look better, 

act and react better. 

This brings gladness, goodness along. 

Be independent in your thinking process 

Never allow guile, deceit 

To penetrate your mind/soul. 

BUT center your thoughts on HIM 

Who is loving, HE who is Devine. 

Betterment is better. 

Betterment is best. 

Betterment in Jesus reigns over all 

To be blessed. 

 

May Reed 

Written Mon., November 

26, 2018 

 

 

 SOME THOUGHTS OF 

MINE 

For the motorist who fails 

to use his turning signal it 

is a hazard for the one be-

hind him. And it is a bit 

hazardous when you wait to 

blink a second before you turn. Poor driving skills 

seem to be in great number. If there were no blinkers 

on cars, most likely, those who fail to use them would 

be the loudest complainers. If you are one of these just 

think and BLINK.  Prayer is helpful!”   

 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM FALL RETREAT IN 

1982 

The Annual Fall Retreat took place Sept. 18-19, at  

Bethany Hills, Kingston, Springs, TN.  Saturday we 

were fed by a crop of words from the lips of a 31 year 

old school teacher who expressed her feelings and 

knowledge about nuclear weaponry and war. On Sun-

day morning Dr. Fred Craddock befittingly expounded 

a message with many right and bright thoughts. A lit-

tle mirth here and there brought forth warm chuckles 

and smiles. He dipped deeply within a vast reservoir 

of knowledge from within himself. That morning as I 

had dressed I thought about missing worship at Ala-

meda CC, Nashville. I had also looked forward to the 

period of worship we were to share here. As Dr. 

Craddock spoke I eagerly listened not wanting to miss 

any of the good things he had to say. The glistening 

sun was a white light and warmed you right through 

your clothing. An occasional breeze blew, and a clus-

ter of bees swarmed about but they seemed to only 

want to lazily buzz in the sun’s glow with no intent to 

harm anyone. Together we partook of a rich blessing 

in being there. Communion was served. Suzanne Lath-

ram was beside me. She had also attended Quadrenni-

al. Our eyes met and we exchanged a warm smile to 

match the glorious sunshine spilling all about us. As 

we fed one another communion and embraced, words 

of blessing for one another were shared. I felt tears of 

joy rising to fill my eyes. The women began to form a 

huge circle. I grasped the hand to my right and to my 

left and gave a gentle squeeze. The peace was passed 

and the women began dispersing preparing to depart. I 

thought “If my journey has not ended, I hope to return 

next fall to this place of peace.” Bethany Hills, King-

ston Springs, TN. I was later asked to serve on the 

Cabinet as Director of   Worship. I served 3 years, 

1983-1985.  

 

AN NFL FORMER PLAYER’S COMMENTS 

On May 12, 2008, I sat pulling bread apart to make 

dressing, and watching TV. The former NFL player, 

Mike Minter, came on talking with Pat Roberts about 

his life. It was moving to hear of how he   grew-up 

without a father for his dad had died  when Mike was 

very young. Mike hurt his knee in college football and 

POET’S CORNER  by May F. Reed 
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remembered sitting on the bench at a Texas game that 

night. Upon looking up into the sky he wondered “Is 

this all there is? Is this the end of my football career?” 

He went on to play with the Carolina Panthers but 

when he lost his mother he decided he didn’t think he 

could go on playing the game and taking the hits. He 

said to Pat “That’s why they call it NFL – meaning 

“NOT FOR LONG” and he decided it was time for 

him to quit the  game.      [I thought this was very in-

teresting]. 

Congratulations TO Cynthia Hibbler our regu-

lar contributer to The Oldtimers’ Grapevine.  
The following is a description of her achieve-
ment. 

NEW VOICES 2018 VOLUME SIXTEEN 

 

A Literary Journal 

from the Students of 

Ivy Tech Community 

college - central Indi-

ana 

 

New Voices is a pub-

lication of the school 

of Arts, sciences and 

Dr. Rod Brown, Dean 

of SASE 

 

Editors 

B. Duerson, Editor 

D. Chandler, Assistant Editor 

Faculty Advisors 

Ashley Mack-Jackson 

Catherine Shulde 

CoverArt: Victoria Rivera, "Celestial" 

Copyright 2018, New Voices. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part of any piece of 
work contained herein is prohibitd without permis-
sion. Until further notice, New Voices is published in 

the summer of each year. The publication and Ivy 
Tech ) community College - Central Indiana are not 
responsible for the acuracy and philosophy of materi-
als submitted. 

New Voices publishes poetry, fiction, creative non-
fiction, drama, I original artwork 

 

Winners of the Ivy Tech-Central Indiana Li-

brary Poetry Contest 
 

The Only God 

Cynthia Hibbler’ 

 

Shuffling Shores 

Kehinde Omotosho 

 

Silence Rabia Haider 

 

First Place Poetry Contest Winner 

Cynthia Hibbler 

The Only God 

My Mom had dementia. 
what if Mom was speaking in a heavenly language 

spoken to and understood by Only God? 

Was she walking around a spiritual fortress declaring 

a victory 

Only Go 

The cleaning cloth. Was it used to wipe away bad de-
mons known to her and Only God? 

Her moaning tunes. Were they Praise songs meant to 
glorify 

Only God? 
Avoiding eye contact. She had a firm focus over my 

shoulder. 
Did she see an angel or 

Only God? 
Her clothes were in dishevel, unkept. 

Was she pushing off her earthly clothes trying on her 
heavenly robe made by 

Only God? 
All things are possible with an 

Only God. 
in her last hours on earth, 

Did she dance with joy before Only God? 
 

 

WE HAVE A WINNER 
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By Paige Lavender 
and Don Frederick 

Former 
President George 
Herbert Walker 
Bush, who 
navigated U.S. 
foreign policy as the 
Soviet Union 
collapsed, led an 
international 
coalition that 
quickly ousted the 
Iraqi military from 

Kuwait, but then lost his re-election bid amid a 
struggling economy, died Friday at the age of 94. 

Bush served as the 41st president from 1989 to 1993, 
following two terms as vice president under Ronald 
Reagan. His extensive public service record also in-
cluded stints as director of the CIA, chairman of the 
Republican National Committee, ambassador to the 
United Nations and envoy to China, as well as a two-
term member of the House of Representatives for a 
Houston-area district. He was a decorated World War 
II veteran. 

His wife, former first lady Barbara Bush, died in 
April at the age of 92. Days later, he was hospitalized 
in Houston, his home for decades, with a blood infec-
tion. Bush was released two weeks later, but after 
traveling to his family compound in Kennebunkport, 
Maine, he was hospitalized again in May for low 
blood pressure and fatigue.  

Bush was born on June 12, 1924, in Milton, Massa-
chusetts, and raised in Greenwich, Connecticut. His 
father, Prescott Bush, was an investment banker and a 
Republican senator from Connecticut. 

George H.W. Bush enlisted in the Navy in 1942 at age 
18 and flew 58 combat missions, getting shot down 
once over the Pacific.  

 

President Bush’s letter to President Clinton 

Dear Bill, 

When I walked into this office just now I felt the same 

sense of wonder and respect that I felt four years ago. 

I know you will feel that, too. 

I wish you great happiness here. I never felt the loneli-

ness some Presidents have described. 

There will be very tough times, made even more diffi-

cult by criticism you may not think is fair. I’m not a 

very good one to give advice; but just don’t let the 

critics discourage you or push you off course. 

You will be our President when you read this note. I 

wish you well. I wish your family well. 

Your success now is our country’s success. I am root-

ing hard for you. 

Good luck— 

A. Garnett Day, Jr., A 
man of peace. A warri-
or for justice. A lover 
of family. A follower 
of Jesus.  

With amazing grace, 
A. Garnett Day Jr. 
lived a remarkable life, 
for eighty-eight years 
until his death on Octo-
ber 13, 2018. Garnett 
shared sixty-four of 
those years with his 
wife and life-partner, 

Carolyn E. (Wood) Day and eventually their children, 
Mark, Stephen, Laura, and David, god-children Mari-
sa and David Schwartz and twelve grandchildren.  

Garnett was born in Sweet Springs, Missouri to A. 
Garnett (Sr.) and Faith (Coffelt) Day on August 21, 
1930 during the rise of the Great Depression. His ear-
ly years of having to make do with very little in-
formed Garnett's life-long approach to material things 
and manifested itself in Garnett's genuine care and 
concern for the environment. Garnett's comfort with 
the out-of-doors and recognition of the teaching and 
learning opportunities that came with spending time 
there meant camping was an early mode of seeing the 
country with his family.  

For Whom The Bell Tolls 
FORMER PRESIDENT GEORGE 

H.W. BUSH DEAD AT AGE 94 

A. GARNETT DAY JR 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/topic/george-hw-bush
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/topic/george-hw-bush
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/topic/ronald-reagan
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/barbara-bush-dead_us_587fbde2e4b0cf0ae8819fd9
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/george-hw-bush-out-of-icu_us_5ae0cd37e4b02baed1b5ce9d
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/george-hw-bush-out-of-icu_us_5ae0cd37e4b02baed1b5ce9d
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/george-bush
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/presidents/george-h-w-bush/
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Garnett was a preacher's kid who as an adult acted on 
all that he had absorbed and learned from growing up 
in the church. Throughout his life, he sided with jus-
tice for the underdog, compassion for those in need 
and a commitment to peace.  

After graduating from Lynchburg College (Virginia), 
and Lexington Theological Seminary (Kentucky), 
Garnett followed in his father's footsteps and became a 
minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
Garnett's deep appreciation of the teachings in the Bi-
ble and the opportunity to live his life in that church 
community brought him a life-time of focus and pur-
pose.  

Though classically trained in the Seminary, Garnett 
later reveled in studying the latest theological analysis 
and ideas within Progressive Christianity. Locally he 
helped found a Jesus Seminar Book Club, which has 
met locally for the last twenty years.  

Garnett and Carolyn moved their family from Florida 
to Indianapolis in 1963 when Garnett took a position 
at the Church's national office in the Division of 
Homeland Ministries. In this role, Garnett could pur-
sue his commitment to participate in the civil rights 
movement, anti-war and anti-poverty movements. In 
the civil rights endeavor over years, Garnett became 
the Director of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) Moral and Civil Rights Campaign. He served 
as the denominational liaison to the work of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King's Southern Christian Leadership 
Council, spending the summer of 1964 doing voter 
registration in Mississippi and Alabama, marching 
across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma and tempo-
rarily living in Washington D. C., helping to coordi-
nate Dr. King's Poor People's Campaign in 1968. Gar-
nett worked on peace and justice issues for thirty-two 
years in the national office of Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ).  

Strenuously opposing the Vietnam War, Garnett's first 
arrest for civil disobedience came in July 1965 when 
President Johnson came to Indianapolis to deliver a 
speech on Monument Circle; the local police made a 
sweep of all those protesting the war. One of the 
founders of the Free Church in Indianapolis in 1970, 
he involved his family in providing a resource for all 
young men leaving home to avoid the draft. In 1972, 
he along with two other local ministers were arrested 
as they protested in the Draft Board Office in Indian-
apolis, putting roses on desks and reading names of 
those from Indianapolis killed in Vietnam. That arrest 
resulted in three months of work release detention. 
Garnett always encouraged people to speak out and 
take risks in their own way on great moral challenges; 

for him this activism frequently included non-violent 
civil disobedience, in the manner taught by Dr. King.  

Garnett's efforts to work on peace and justice issues 
included numerous trips with Pastors for Peace to take 
supplies to Cuba in the 1970s and 1980s, serving as an 
observer in Nicaraguan and Cambodian elections, and 
peace-seeking efforts between North and South Vi-
etnam in the 1980s.  

Locally, Garnett served on the Broadway Center 
Board, a term on the Indiana Civil Liberties Union 
Board, was a founding member of Indianapolis Peace 
and Justice Center, and Christians for Peace and Jus-
tice in the Middle East. Nationally, he served on the 
National Council of Churches Farmworkers Ministry 
Board from its founding until his retirement. During 
the summer of 1973 he took his family with him to 
California to work with Caesar Chavez in organizing 
farm workers. He was the Director of Disciples Peace 
Fellowship for ten years and in retirement was hon-
ored as the recipient of its biannual Peace Award.  

Over the course of his life with family and friends, 
Garnett traveled to all fifty states and every continent 
except Antarctica. He particularly enjoyed a month-
long tour of Yemen and Syria with his wife and son, 
Stephen, in the mid- 1990s which focused his attention 
on the struggle to find peace and justice in the Middle 
East. He has always encouraged his friends and family 
to travel and experience our beautiful and diverse 
world, to embrace all that it encompasses, and to al-
ways grasp opportunities to contribute to justice and 
peace for all people.  

Garnett is survived by his wife, Carolyn and their four 
children (and their spouses, significant others and their 
children): Mark Day (of Indianapolis, Indiana) (Felicia 
Ferguson) and Lauren, Christine and Aaron Day; Ste-
phen Day (of Sanford, Florida) (Akpedje Day) and 
Kekeli Day; Laura (Day) Moore (of Washington D.C.) 
(Paul Hatch) and Mikaela and Maralina Moore; David 
Day (of Red Bank, New Jersey) (Regine Day) and 
Ryan, Myles, Dylan and Gabriel Day; David Schwartz 
(of Jamestown, New York); Marisa (Schwartz) Rogers 
(of Charlotte, North Carolina) (Scott Rogers) and Ellie 
and Riley Rogers; and his sister June Kreger (of Flori-
da) and her three children.  

As Garnett's parting effort to contribute to the better-
ment of society, he donated his body to medical re-
search at the IU School of Medicine and encourages 
others to consider similar acts of generosity. 
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Ervin Thomas Mitchell, Jr., 

"Champ", of Charlotte, NC de-

parted this life on Sunday, No-

vember 4, 2018. 

Survivors: Sons, Brian Thomas 

Holloway of Durham, NC, 

Ervin T. Mitchell, III of Bos-

ton, MA, and Ervin T. Mitchell of Chicago, IL; Par-

ents, Mary Ann Mitchell and Ervin Thomas Mitchell, 

Sr, both of Raleigh, NC; Sisters, Deedee Long 

(Sotello) of IN and Dianne Watkins (Derrick) of Ra-

leigh, NC; Brother, Antonio Mitchell of Raleigh, NC; 

5 Grandchildren 

 

The Rev. Dr. Constance 

Nealey went to be with 

the Lord on October 11th.  

Dr.Nealey was not only 

an active member of the 

Christian Church in her 

local congregation but 

served the region and the 

general church.  She 

served as Vice-President 

of the National Convoca-

tion and was active in the 

serach committee that called The Rev. Dr. Timothy 

James. 

This extremely competent educator who served the 

state of Alabama in many executive positions.  Dr. 

Nealey was able to enable attenders of the Biennial 

Session assemblies in Birmingham of how a responsi-

ble thinking African American experienced the Civil 

Rights revolution 

ERVIN THOMAS MITCHELL, JR. 

"CHAMP" 

REV. DR. CONSTANCE NEALEY 

 

I call you friends because this is what Jesus calls us. 

John 15:15 in the Message translation reads: “I’ve 

named you friends because I’ve let you in on every-

thing I’ve heard from the Father.” While I am not Je-

sus, I do care enough about you sight unseen to let 

you know and at the very least make you aware and 

more informed about issues that affect you and our 

involvement in the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). 

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where 

there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, 

faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is 

darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 

 

O Divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to 

console; 

to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love; 

for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning 

that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are 

born to eternal life.” Amen. 

 

Timothy James 
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CONTRIBUTION FORM 
Please Print 
Name: ___________________________________________E-Mail Address:________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________City/State/Zip _________________________________ 
 
Please Check 
 
 Preferred Format: E-Mail Copy____  Hard Copy by Mail____ 
 
Donation: 
I have enclosed my donation:  $15___   $20___   $25___   $30___   Other______.  I hope to make this a: 
 
               ____Monthly   _____ Quarterly   ______ Annually   _____ One Time Donation 
 
This is a Memorial Gift of _$___________ in Honor Of __________________________________ 

 
Please send the Contribution Form and your donation to: 

The Oldtimers’ Grapevine, Attn: Carolyn Day, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 441695, Indianapolis, IN 46244 

oldtimers.grapevine@gmail.com 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

July 20-24, 2019 

Des Moines, IA 
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