
                  What:  Arrow Rock Christmas Folk Sing  

        with Dave Para & Cathy Barton 

                                     When:  Sunday, Dec. 3, 2017 4:00 - 6:00 pm 

                                   Where: Arrow Rock Federated Church 

                    Contact:  Patrick Overton, 660 672-2229 

 

 

 

 

 

  -  For Immediate Release  - 
 

 

The Village of Arrow Rock is hosting nationally celebrated Missouri Folk Artists Dave Para and 

Cathy Barton at their annual Christmas Folk Sing on Sunday, December 3rd.  Dave and Cathy 

have performed in Arrow Rock every year since 1976.  The program, called Christmas with 

Dave Para, Cathy Barton, and Friends, features traditional folk Christmas songs, poems and 

readings about Christmas with lots of audience participation.  The doors open at 3:30 with the 

concert beginning at 4:00.  The concert is open to the public free of charge.  The program is 

sponsored by the Arrow Rock Federated Church in conjunction with the Village of Arrow Rock.  

It will be held at the Federated Church in Arrow Rock, located one block left of Main Street at 

the corner of Fifth and High. 

 

Dave and Cathy have been visiting Arrow Rock on an annual basis during the Christmas season 

since 1976, becoming a folk tradition of its own.  Dave and Cathy said this concert is their way 

of celebrating the music and cultural traditions of Christmas.  “We think of ourselves as links in 

a chain, passing on the musical Christmas traditions we have received.  That must be true 

because we've been doing it for 41 years."  

 

If there is one word that best describes the driving force behind their music, that word would be 

community.  Everything they do celebrates the culture and history of Missouri’s small 

communities.  From establishing the annual Big Muddy Festival twenty-six years ago and 

organizing it as one of Mid-Missouri’s most attended Festival events - to their work with 

students, Dave and Cathy have excelled in their dual crafts as Folk Life Artists and artists-in-

residence teachers in Missouri public schools. 

 

All of these contributions by Dave and Cathy were recognized in 2011 when they received the 

Missouri Humanities Council Governor’s Award.  This award is given to individuals and 

organizations whose achievements set an example worthy of statewide attention, celebrating 

those individuals who have made exceptional contributions to the understanding of Missouri, its 

people, and its stories.  This award recognizes outstanding teaching in Missouri Schools and 

outstanding community outreach activities.   

 

The Kansas City Young Audiences Organization awarded Dave and Cathy the 2012 Lighton 

Prize honoring excellence by professional teaching artists who provide interactive arts education 

programs that consistently exhibit high artistic quality and a strong connection to school 



curriculum.  Cathy and Dave’s school programs, Missouri Cultural History and Lewis & Clark, 

helping to infuse their love of folk music with history into the School’s curriculum. 

 

And that same year, 2012, Dave and Cathy received the Folk Tradition in the Midwest Lifetime 

Award, recognizing them for their excellence and significant service to the Midwest Folk 

Community, extending folk music into the wider community. 

 

These are just a sample of the significant recognition these two Boonville Folklife artists have 

received as a result of their contribution to communities in Missouri for the past 41 years.  

Patrick Overton, Pastor of the Arrow Rock Federated Church that is hosting the December 3rd 

concert on behalf of the Arrow Rock Community has known Dave and Cathy for 40 years.  “I 

started working with them in the late Seventies when we launched our Boonville Arts-in-

Education Program in our local schools.  They were our first artists-in-residence we put in the 

schools and they have been there every year since then, teaching students Missouri history 

through the lyrics of the folk songs they play.”  Overton went on to say he believes Dave and 

Cathy are true Missouri cultural treasures.  “What a gift they are to all of us.” 

 

Visit the Village of Arrow Rock on Sunday afternoon on December 3rd and start your Christmas 

season early.  There are no two people in Mid-Missouri who area better at generating the 

Christmas Spirit than Dave and Cathy. 

 

Find a seat in the Federated Church and join in the spirit of the season at the “Christmas with 

Dave, Cathy and their Friends, Sunday, December 3rd at the Arrow Rock Federated Church at 

4:00.  The Church is located in Arrow Rock, Missouri on Highway 41, 13 miles north of I-70 

between Boonville and Marshall.  Doors open at 3:30. 
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