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2016 Regional Assembly of the  
Christian Church of Mid-America  

 

Welcome 2016 Regional Assembly form the Planning Team 
 

 Mission First  •  Mission Together  •  Mission NOW  
 

The 2016 Regional Assembly Planning Team wishes to welcome you to Central Christian Church and to the 
Christian Church of Mid-America (CCMA) Regional Assembly here in Springfield, Missouri.  It is our  
sincere prayer that you will find opportunities within our three days together for fellowship and fun,  
wonderful music and worship, decision making, developing friendships and contacts, and a renewed  
commitment to MISSION as members of CCMA. 
 

Our planning committee is excited to bring you this year’s theme, “Mission First, Mission Together, Mission 
NOW.”  We have worked together with Central Christian staff and members and other local volunteers, along 
with Rev. Dr. Mike Weinman, Regional Ministry Team representative and Jeni Brown, Office Manager for 
the SW Office of CCMA, to assure that MISSION is our focus NOW and in the future.  Reaching out  
beyond our doors to make a difference in our communities, our region, and our world is a charge that takes 
ALL of us to accomplish.  To that end, we are pleased that Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins, General Minister and  
President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada will be sharing with us 
about Mission First!  Mission First! seeks to help Disciples identify the next mission priorities God has for us 
as we move toward the year 2020 and beyond. On Saturday morning we will be participating in Mission Gath-
ering groups to begin our in-depth discernment about ways to make mission work a reality.  From these small 
groups, various “passions” toward mission opportunities will be identified and we will spend time  
meeting together so we can make contacts and share ideas.  It is our goal that participants will leave the  
assembly READY to go forth in faith and commitment to BE passionate and DO mission work!   
 

Again, WELCOME and thank you for attending the 2016 Regional Assembly!  We praise God for the work 
that has been done and will continue to be done in the Christian Church of Mid-America Region!  May you be 
inspired and uplifted by each moment of our time together! 
 

“Build up, build up, prepare the way, remove every obstacle from my peoples’ way.”  Isaiah 57:14 
 

Vickie Sowers, Moderator-Elect and 2016 Regional Assembly Planning Committee Chair  

On behalf of the 2016 Planning Team Members… 

Antornette Allison, Willow Street Christian Church; Emily Bowen-Marler, Brentwood Christian Church; Jeni Brown, 
CCMA SW Office Manager; William Brown, Camdenton Community Christian Church; Patrick Overton, Arrow Rock 
Federated Church; Jenn Simmons, National Avenue Christian Church; Vickie Sowers, First Christian Church of  
Bolivar; Geoff Weinman, Central Christian Church; Mike Weinman, CCMA SW Regional Minister; Zane Whorton, 
Jacksonville/Cairo Unity Christian Church.  
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Assembly Schedule 

Friday, October 7, 2016    Luke 4: 16—21 

9:00 am  Check-In Begins [Main Entrance]  

Noon Ministers & Spouses Lunch [McGinnis Fellow- Rev. Dr. Bruce Barkhauer 

2:00 pm Opening Worship [Sanctuary, Floor 1R]  

2:30 pm Bible Study [Sanctuary, Floor 1R]  Rev. Dr. Marco Hofheinz 

3:30 pm  Mission Opportunities [on & off site]  

5:30 pm Dinner [on your own]  

7:30 pm Evening Worship [Sanctuary, Floor 1R] Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins 

8:30 pm Launch Party for Mission in Ministry (M&M) Council [McGinnis Fellowship 
Hall Floor 1R] 

   

Saturday, October 8, 2016   Isaiah 57: 14 & Amos 5: 21B, 23-24 

Breakfast on your own 

8:30 am Check-In [Main Entrance]  

9:00 am Mission First Gathering Groups [Sanctuary, Floor 1R]  

Noon Lunch [McGinnis Fellowship Hall Floor 1R] Rev. Jim & Jayanthi Wilson 

1:00 pm Business Session [Sanctuary, Floor 1R]  

1:45 pm Mission Breakout Sessions [Sanctuary, Floor 1R]  

3:15 pm Break  

3:30 pm Pick Your Passion [McGinnis Fellowship Hall Floor 1R]  

5:00 pm Dinner  Drury University—Findlay 
Student Center 

7:00 pm Worship [Sanctuary, Floor 1R]   

8:00 pm Bluegrass/Gospel Concert [McGinnis Fellowship 
Hall Floor 1R]  

Kentucky 31 

   

Sunday, October 10, 2016    Ezra 10:4 

Breakfast on your own 

9:30 am  Morning Worship [Sanctuary, Floor 1R]  Rev. Ayanna Johnson Watkins 
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 Keynote Speaker 

Rev. Dr. Sharon E. Watkins serves as General Minister and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in the United States and Canada. She is an inspirational preacher, teacher and facilitator who shares her 
considerable skills in a variety of religious and ecumenical settings. 
 

As General Minister, she is general pastor of the denomination, responsible for representing the wholeness of the 
church, for reconciling differences, and for helping the church retain its clarity of mission and identity. Her work 
includes interpreting The Design of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and convening tables for  
cooperative work.  
 

As General President, she is the chief executive officer for the denomination, responsible for overseeing the work of the church’s 
various structures. She strives to help the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) remain faithful to God’s calling and to do its work 
effectively and efficiently. Upon her election in 2005, she was the first female head of a mainline denomination. At the 2011 General 
Assembly, she was re-elected to a second six-year term, which will extend to July 2017. 
 

Dr. Watkins is regarded in the ecumenical world as “head of communion” and as the chief representative of the church in 
national and world ecumenical councils. Disciples often speak of the GMP as the Disciples’ primary leader.  
 

She is the author of a 2014 book, “Whole: A call for unity in our fragmented world”, (published by Chalice Press). In the book, Dr. 
Watkins brings stories from her wide experience in Christian and interfaith circles, as well as a distinctly Disciples ethos. She shares 
an invitation to live out God’s unconditional love that heals divisions and divisiveness in both North America and the global commu-
nity.  
 

Dr. Watkins has an extensive background of service both in this country and abroad. She is a member of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches based in Geneva, having been re-elected to that body during the 2013 assembly in Busan, Republic 
of Korea. As chair of the WCC programme committee, she also serves on the executive committee.  
 

She served for two years as a missionary in the Congo early in her professional career, working on adult literacy programs. In 2008, 
she returned to the Congo, renewing her ties with the Community of Disciples of Christ in Congo there.  
 

She serves on the National Council of Church’s governing board, based in Washington, DC. In 2014 she served as Chair-Elect for 
that board. Dr. Watkins is also a former board member of Sojourners, a Washington, DC based group which seeks to build a  
movement that puts faith to work for justice.  
 

At the invitation of then President-Elect Barack Obama, Dr. Watkins preached at the National Prayer Service in Washington, D.C. 
on January 21, 2009, the day after his inauguration.  She also served a term on President Obama’s Advisory Council on Faith-Based 
and Neighborhood Partnerships and offered the call to worship at the President’s second National Prayer Service in 2013.  
 

She is former pastor of Disciples Christian Church in Bartlesville, Oklahoma where she served for eight years. In the academic 
world, she held positions as Director of Student Services at Phillips Theological Seminary in Oklahoma and Associate  
Vice-President for University Relations at Phillips University. She has been a member of the Church’s General Board Task Force on  
Reconciliation Mission, Moderator of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Oklahoma, and part of the Stone-Campbell  
Dialogue Group, which looks, in part, at the traditions and history of the Disciples. She also served as pastor of Boone Grove  
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Boone Grove, Indiana, and Assistant Minister at Spring Glen Church (United Church of 
Christ) in Hamden, Connecticut.  
 

Dr. Watkins has been engaged in a number of ecumenical discussions, conversations on stewardship, and has made presentations on 
worship, Bible study and women in the ministry. She also has served as an adjunct professor at Phillips Theological Seminary,  
teaching about pastoral vocation, history, theology and practices of worship as well as spiritual dimensions.  
 

She holds a Doctor of Ministry degree from Phillips Theological Seminary, a Master of Divinity from the Yale Divinity School, and 
a Bachelor’s Degree in French and Economics from Butler University. She is a graduate of Shortridge High School in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. She has been awarded numerous honorary doctorate degrees.  
 

Dr. Watkins enjoys bike riding and time for personal reflection. She strives to make it a practice to take a full day of Sabbath each 
week.  
 

Watkins is married to the Rev. Dr. Rick Lowery, an author and frequent lecturer on the Hebrew Bible and Adjunct Professor of  
Hebrew Bible at Lexington Theological Seminary in Lexington, Kentucky. They have two adult children, Bethany and Christopher. 
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 Featured Speakers 
Rev. Dr. Bruce A. Barkhauer was called as the first “Minister for Faith and Giving for Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)” in 2010.  Since that time he has engaged the whole church in conversations about  
generosity and offered transformative ways for congregations to think about stewardship.  His ministry  
includes teaching in seminaries, producing web-based resources, leading workshops and retreats, itinerate 
preaching, consulting, writing for publication, and mentoring pastors and lay persons around the topic of  
personal and congregational financial wellness.  
  
For twenty-five years he led congregations in Ohio and Indiana in achieving high levels of financial support for 
local and global missions. He discovered early in his ministry that stewardship was his passion, and has had a 

career-long love affair with researching this important topic in the life of the church. 
 
His energy, vision, and entrepreneurial spirit enhance gifts in both business and ministry. He brings a biblically based understanding 
about stewardship combined with theological integrity and weds them to the current trends and best practices related to spirituality 
and money. In his workshops and writings, Dr. Barkhauer also talks about the multiple understandings about stewardship in the  
biblical witness as they touch the whole life of a person of faith.  He is the author of numerous articles and most recently, a book of 
devotions created for congregations to be utilized during financial campaigns entitled Community of Prayer (published by Chalice 
Press, 2016).  
 
He is a graduate of Ohio University (Athens), Christian Theological Seminary (Indianapolis), and did Doctor of Ministry studies at 
Ashland Theological Seminary (Ashland, OH).  He is married to Laura and they share three grown children and three grandchildren. 

Rev. Ayanna Johnson Watkins serves as the Director of the NBA Incubate Initiative.  In this role, she 
seeks out and supports the development of new health and social service ministries as well as the Disciple 
social entrepreneurs who are starting them.  Ayanna's work centers around giving shape to the Incubator  
Initiative by identifying and encouraging new ministry projects, connecting ministry entrepreneurs to  
resources and information, and engaging the Church and community around new ways of serving our  
neighbors. 

Ayanna has had the privilege of serving two Disciples of Christ churches thus far--Park Manor Christian Church as youth pastor and 
Family of Hope Christian Church as church planter--both in the Chicago area. For five years, she was the Director of Community 
Life at Chicago Theological Seminary, a United Church of Christ seminary. Ayanna has also been an active social worker--serving 
as a community organizer, a counselor for at-risk youth and mentally-ill adults, and an advocate for public aid clients. She has  
written articles for multiple Disciples publications as well as The Christian Century magazine, and she has led and facilitated  
conferences and workshops on leadership, mentoring communities, domestic violence, and youth development. 

Ayanna earned her B.A. in Sociology from Yale University before going on to complete both the Master of Divinity and the Master 
of Arts in Social Service Administration at the University of Chicago. She has been an ordained minister in the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) since 2004.  Along with her husband, Rich, she calls Memphis, TN home.  

Getting to know Ayanna—NBA’s vision statement is “creating communities of compassion and care.” What does this mean to 
you? For me it is a way of living out the apostle Paul's recommendation that we "be not conformed to this world but be  
transformed..." In a society marked by isolation and disconnection, NBA dares to be transformed and transforming--creating  
community where there would be separation, fostering compassion and care where there is so often shame and blame.  This is a 
ministry and a team that thrives on hope and vision, that seeks out mustard seeds and bits of yeast and nurtures them, in the process 
nurturing our church's faith that love still matters and resurrection is real. 

What do you do outside of work? I love to eat, but I'm learning now how to cook.  I've had fine luck with recipes, but I'm eager 
now to be one of those people you could hand a head of cauliflower and know that they'll make magic out of it. In the meantime, I 
always have a ball trying new restaurants and eating other people's delicious food.  

What are you known for? Besides eating? ;) Listening. My friends, colleagues, and students often count me as someone they can 
really talk to and trust that they are being heard. It's my pleasure and honor to journey with others who are brave enough to share 
their lives with me. 

The last time I laughed out loud…Watching a self-initiated marathon of the TV show New Girl. I think I might have pulled a  
muscle, I laughed so long.  Also, my husband is pretty hilarious.  We probably laugh out loud every day. 
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We are very grateful to all of our speakers for sharing their time, 
talent, and experience with us. 

 1978-81 Woodstock School, Mussoorie, U.P,. India, teacher  1982-85 Midwest Boulevard Christian Church, Midwest 
City, Oklahoma, associate pastor  

 1985-86 First Christian Church, Aurora, Missouri, pastor   1098-88 Moberly Area Junior College, Moberly, Missouri,  
part-time instructor  

 1987-88 Cairo-Jacksonville Pastoral Unity, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), interim pastor  

 1988-92 Lesotho Evangelical Church, Masianokeng,  
        Lesotho, pastoral ministries 

 1993-97 Lesotho Evangelical Church, senior lecturer in the  
Department of Religious Education, Lesotho College of  

       Education 

 1997-01 Lesotho Evangelical Church, Instructor in the  
       Department of Religious Education at the National  
       Teachers Training College of Lesotho 

 2001-05 Lesotho Evangelical Church, Senior Lecturer in the  
Department of Religious Education at the National Teachers 
Training College of Lesotho 

 2006-09 Kgolagano Theological College in Gaborone,  
Botswana, teacher of theology  

 2009-Present Kgolagano Theological College in Gaborone, Botswana, instructor  

EXPERIENCE:  

Jayanthi was born in Trivandrum, India. 
 
EDUCATION: 
St. Francis College, Secunderabad, A.P., 1967-68, pre-university course 
Scott Christian College, Nagercoil, Tamil Nadu, 1970-73, B.A. degree in economics 

James and Jayanthi Wilson are serving a three-year term with the United Congregational Church of Southern Africa, seconded to 
the Botswana Synod and assigned to Kgolagano Theological College in Gaborone, Botswana.  Jim serves as an instructor at  
Kgolagano Theological College.  Jayanthi serves as librarian at Kgolagano College and will continue to work with the Sedibeng 
Centre once the restructuring process has been completed. 

James was born in Los Angeles, California.  
 
EDUCATION: 
Loyola University of Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California, 1970-73, B.A. degree in religion 
School of Theology at Claremont, Claremont, California, 1973-75 
Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada, 1975-77, M.Div. 
Oklahoma City University, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 1982-84, M.A.T. degree 

Featured Speakers 

EXPERIENCE:  

 1978-80 Woodstock School, Mussoorie, U.P,. India, Secretary  1984-85 United States Postal Service, Oklahoma City,  
       Oklahoma, clerk  

 1988-92 Lesotho Evangelical Church, Maseru, Lesotho,     
pastoral ministries  

 1993-97 Lesotho Evangelical Church, remedial education 
tutor  

 1997-01 Lesotho Evangelical Church, librarian/tutor at SOS  
Children's Village  

 2001-05 Lesotho Evangelical Church, librarian/tutor at 
SOS Children's Village  

 2006-09 Mabogo Dinku Advice Centre in Gaborone, Botswana, 
community development 

 2009-Present Kgolagano Theological College in Gaborone, 
Botswana, librarian  
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Bible Study 
Friday, October 7, 2:30 pm 

Sanctuary, Floor 1R 

The Rev. Dr. Marco Hofheinz is Professor of Systematic Theology in the Institute for Theology and 
the Study of Religion at Leibniz University in Hanover, Germany.  Professor Hofheinz is a highly  
respected scholar whose many books and articles have explored historical theology and Christian  
Ethics.  Among his books (available in German) are He is Our Peace:  Karl Barth’s Christological 
Foundation for  an Ethic of Peace in Dialogue with John Howard Yoder; John Calvin’s Theological 
Ethic of Peace; and Calvin’s Heir:  A Contribution to the Effective History of John Calvin.  Professor 
Hofheinz is spending the month of October at Drury University as a Visiting Scholar. 

Opening Worship 
Friday, October 7, 2:00 pm 

Sanctuary, Floor 1R 

Call to Assembly   Dr. Guy Adams 

Welcome – Rev. Geoff Weinman, Central Christian Church; Rev. Dr. Penny Ross-Corona, Mid-America Region;  
Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, Conference Minister for Missouri Mid-South, United Church of Christ 

Call to Worship  Rev. Geoff Weinman 

Leader: Hey, Creator! People: Hey Creator! What do you want this world to look like? How do you want 
us to live? Who do you want us to be? 

Leader: Hey, Christ! People: Hey, Christ! What can we do to help? What can I do to help? How can I 
show my love- to you, to myself, to everyone and everything around me?  

Leader: Hey, Holy Spirit! People: Hey, Holy Spirit! Open our eyes. Open our hearts. Open our lives – so that 
we might share hope with the world. Amen!  

   

Songs of Praise  “If I Had a Hammer” (on screen) 
“Through These Hands” (handout)  

Invocation   Rev. Mindy Kiepe 

Song of Reflection  “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love” (Chalice Hymnal, 494) 

Gospel Reading  Luke 4:16-21 Rev. Al Gritten 

Song of Prayer  “Deep in Our Hearts” (handout)  

Prayers of the People   Rev. Juli  Nelson 

Song of Preparation  “Soil of God, You and I” (handout)  

Introduction of Bible Study Leader   Rev. Dr. Peter Browning 

Music led by Rev. Janet Given and Rev. Emily Bowen-Marler 
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Evening Worship 
Friday, October 7, 7:30pm 

Sanctuary, Floor 1R 
Mission First  

Gathering Songs led by members of Chuukese Christian Church   

Welcome    Rev. William Foglesong 

Call to Worship    Dr. Guy Adams 

Song of Praise   “God of the Bible” (handout)  

Call to Confession    Rev. Dr. Micki Pulleyking  

Prayer of Confession      

Unison:  We confess the ways we have turned our back on your call to engage the world, O God. We have faltered  
in the face of difficulty and chosen the easy path. We have neglected your commandment to love our 
neighbor as we love ourselves. We have stumbled on our journeys and failed to get back up. Forgive us, 
O God, and turn us back to the light. 

Hymn of Prayer   “For the Healing of the Nations” (Chalice Hymnal, 668) 

Assurance of Grace     

Prayers of the People    Rev. Minnie Smith 

Hebrew Scripture   Isaiah 57:14-19  Rev. Brad Stagg 

Gospel Reading   Luke 4:18-19  Rev. IS Phillik / Ms. Sydney Wallace 

Sermon    Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins 

Hymn of Invitation   “We Call Ourselves Disciples” to tune MUNICH  

Rev. Cheryl Sanders 

Offertory   “I Need You to Survive”  

Prayer of Dedication    Ms. Vickie Sowers 

Invitation to Communion    Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins 

Communion Song   “Christ Has No Body Now but Yours”  

Words of Departure   Rev. Dr. Mike Weinman 

Benediction    Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins 

Call to Worship and Prayers of the People from Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship, edited by  
Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi, pp 186 and 241, respectively 

Music led by Rev. Emily Bowen-Marler & Brentwood Christian Church Chancel Choir 

Special Offering for Week of Compassion 
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN ASSEMBLY 

Dr. Guy Adams Rev. Juli Nelson 

Rev. Dr. Bruce Barkhauer Rev. IS Phillik 

Rev. Emily Bowen-Marler Rev. Dr. Micki Pulleyking 

Rev. Dr. Peter Browning Rev. Cheryl Sanders 

Ms. Vicky Claborn Rev. Minnie Smith 

Ms. Casey Claros Rev. Dr. Phil Snider 

Rev. William Foglesong  Ms. Vickie Sowers 

Rev. Jacque Foster Ms. Sydney Wallace 

Rev. Al Gritten Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins 

Rev. Ayanna Johnson Watkins Rev. Dr. Mike Weinman 

Rev. Mindy Kiepe Jim & Jayanthi Wilson 

Mr. Khotso Moore  

Rev. Dr. Marco Hofeinz Rev. Geoff Weinman 

Facilitators 

Guy Adams Colleen Carrol Martha Jolly Derrick Perkins Kathryn Wilson 

Clela Anderson Sara Compton Mindy Kiepe Sara Reiter Jimmy Spear 

Charlie Bahn Bill Foglesong Brian Kirk Cheryl Sanders David Woodard 

Kathy Brown Steve Gardner Jeff Moore Minnie Smith  

William Brown Tom Hamm Sandi Mull Vickie Sowers  

Saturday, October 8, 2016 at 9:00 am 
Sanctuary, Floor 1R 
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Saturday, October 8, 2016 at 9:00 am 
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2016 Regional Assembly Business Agenda 
Saturday, October 8, 1:00 p.m. 

McGinnis Fellowship Hall, Floor 1R 

 

Call to Order – Moderator Guy Adams  

*Adoption of the Standing Rules for Business Items 14 

Report on Registration – Mike Weinman  

*Minutes from the October 2015 Regional Assembly 15 

Financial Reports (CCMA, Foundation) – Kathy Brown 16-23 

Proposed 2017 CCMA Budget 24-26 

Acknowledgement of Donors 27 

*Plan and Agreement of Merger (between CCMA and the Foundation) – Rick Rollings 28-29 

Regional Minister Team Report – Penny Ross-Corona 30-31 

*Nominating Committee Report – Sara Reiter 34 

Installation of Officers – Penny Ross-Corona  

Honoring of Mid-America Messengers – Penny Ross-Corona & Guy Adams  

Adjournment – Guy Adams  

*Requires Assembly action  

 

VALUES       

In keeping with Ephesians 4:11-12, Mid-America affirms the core values of true community (mutual support 

and accountability), deep Christian spirituality, and a passion for justice. 

MISSION     

The Mid-America Region’s mission is to resource and support congregations, individually and collectively, as 

they seek to be more faithful, effective, and sustainable in the mission to which God calls us. 

VISION       
The Mid-America Region is envisioned as a continuously developing network of relationships that includes 
broader and deeper participation by congregations, ministers, and laity in congregational clusters, learning 
communities and shared missions and ministries. 
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STANDING RULES FOR BUSINESS ITEMS 

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) OF MID-AMERICA 

 

RULE 1:  All reports, resolutions and other items of business shall be received and handled in 
accordance with the procedures described in Article IV of the Bylaws of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) of Mid-America, Inc. 

RULE 2:  Since all reports, resolutions and other business items come to the Assembly from groups, they will 
be received as moved and seconded.  Action shall be upon the business item itself, not upon the recommenda-
tion of the Regional Board, except where the recommendation is to “refer,” which shall be regarded as a 
“subsidiary motion.” 

RULE 3:  Voter Cards will be distributed at registration.  Each congregation will receive one Voter Card for 
each qualified voter according to Article IV, Section 2 of the Bylaws of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) of Mid-America.  Only persons holding Voter Cards may vote.  Voter Cards will be raised and counted 
when a voice vote leaves a matter in question. 

RULE 4:  All delegates shall have the privilege of speaking.  Any delegate wishing to speak shall go to a mi-
crophone, address the Moderator, and give name and church.  No delegate shall speak more than three (3) 
minutes without the consent of the Assembly, granted by 2/3 vote without debate.  No delegate may speak to 
the same business item a second time unless the delegate has something new to contribute to the debate and all 
other delegates wishing to speak have had an opportunity. 

RULE 5:  Once a business item has been placed on the floor of the Assembly, the Moderator will recognize a 
speaker from the originating group.  This speaker may speak for five minutes.  The Moderator may grant an 
exception to this rule.  Thereafter, the debate will alternate between opposing sides. 

RULE 6:  The number of voting delegates will be reported at the beginning of each day’s business. 

RULE 7:  The order of business will be approved by the Assembly at its first business session.  If the business 
scheduled for a particular session is complete and enough debate time remains, the next item for consideration 
may be introduced.   

RULE 8:  Notices of announcement to the Assembly shall be in writing and shall be sent to the desk of the 
secretary and, if appropriate, forwarded to the Moderator. 

RULE 9:  The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern 
the Assembly in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the Bylaws 
of the Assembly and these Standing Rules. 

 

Presented for adoption at the Regional Assembly, October 8, 2016 
(Adopted by the 144th Assembly, October 18-20, 1984 

Revised by the Council of Areas September 13-14, 1996.)  
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Minutes from the 2015 Regional Assembly 

Christian Church (DOC) of Mid-America 
Columbia, MO 

October 24, 2015 

 The Mid-America Regional Assembly Business Session was convened Saturday afternoon, October 24, at 12:35 
p.m., called to order by Moderator Guy Adams.  The Moderator introduced Leslie Clay, Broadway Christian Church, as 
our Parliamentarian, and Janice Legg, CCMA Secretary.      

 The agenda for our business session was adopted.  Report received as 122 voting delegates registered and pre-
sent at this business session, with 49 (40%) representing a quorum.   With delegates standing, the Moderator declared a 
quorum.  Attention was called to Rule 4 of our STANDING RULES, stating “No delegate shall speak [for or against] 
more than three (3) minutes without the consent of the Assembly . . . .”  Guy asked that speakers try to keep it to a mi-
nute.  Minutes from the October 2014 Regional Assembly were unanimously adopted.  

 REGIONAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS—Regional Bylaws, Merger, and Election of Officers – (see Re-
gional Assembly booklet, page 7)  1) to approve and adopt the Design and Covenant and Bylaws dated July 1, 2015; 
and, 2 & 4) referring to legal procedures for merging four (4) Areas into one Region; and, 3) to elect, pursuant to Article 
VIII of the new Bylaws, the officers and directors for the modified terms listed on the List of Nominees and Terms.  
Unanimously approved.   

 MOTION TO CORRECT BEGINNING DATE OF TERMS – (see Regional Assembly booklet, page 8)   to cor-
rect on List of Nominees and Terms that currently reads “All terms begin January 1, 2016 . . . to read “All terms begin 
immediately upon the conclusion of the Regional Assembly in October 2015 . . . .”   Unanimously approved.   

 Proceeds From Sale of Rickman Center – (see Regional Assembly booklet, page 9)  1) Motion that an unre-
stricted Rickman Legacy Fund be created and held at CCF\OGMP, and invested as if it were an endowment, with the 
proceeds earmarked for Mid-America ministries (with 75% of each year's distribution to go to Mid-America Youth and 
Outdoor Ministries and 25% to go for Mid-America Leader Development, with allocations subject to change by the gov-
erning Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Mid-America).  2) Motion that the unrestricted Rickman 
Legacy Fund receive $1 million from the sale of Rickman, and that after the costs of sale, the remaining balance from 
the sale go to the operating reserve funds of the Region, previously known as the Historical Fund.  Both motions were 
unanimously approved. 

 PLAN AND AGREEMENT OF MERGER – (see Regional Assembly booklet, pages 10-11)  Guy called to our 
attention this document.    

 Resolution In Support of Our Oneness as Christians and Americans – (see Regional Assembly booklet, page 20)  
This Resolution comes to the Assembly from the Regional Executive Committee and the Council of Areas.  Approval of 
this resolution would reaffirm “our commitment as the Mid-America Region of the CC (DoC) to promote racial equality, 
social justice, and the valuing of racial diversity.”  Approval would also see . . . the region take on a leadership role, and 
model for our congregations what an anti-racist and pro-reconciling church looks like.  . . . .  In addition, as individuals, 
congregations, and as a region . . .  use racist events, both locally and nationally, as an opportunity for teachable mo-
ments within our congregations to educate our members about all forms of racism and what they can do to be a part of 
the solution.  Motion approved with one abstention.     

 Financials – (see Regional Assembly booklet, pages 38-41)  We were referred to the 2016 MISSION SUPPORT 
PLAN.  After discussion, the Moderator declared the proposed budget for 2016 was approved by a majority vote, with 
one abstention.  Kathy Brown recognized the Mid-America Budget Committee.    

 Additional Reports – (see Regional Assembly booklet, pages 43-50)  Guy declared “gratefully received.”  Infor-
mational and require no action.  

 The Business Session was adjourned.   

       Janice Legg, CCMA Secretary                                     
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Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Mid-America 
Regional Operations 
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Since its founding in 1963, the Mid‐America Christian Foundation (MACF) has been providing oppor nities for 

individuals and cong egations to continue their stewardship in a timeless wit ess.  Gists provided for the continua‐

tion of stewardship and for the preser ation of the original gist amount.  The principal was maintained while the 

income was used for prog am suppor .  Gists to the Foundation provided for g owth and reinforcement of the whole 

church.  Through the responsible effor s through the years of a Board of Tr stees, the gists allowed for their use in 

meeting oppor nities for wit ess and for the meeting of special needs within the life of the total church.   

With the dissolution of MACF, all f nds have now been t ansfer ed to the Christian Church Foundation for 

continued management and oversight.  The original pur ose of the f nds will continue, into per et it .  The income 

will continue to benefit the many minist ies of the Christian Church in Mid‐America. 

We give g atef l recog ition to the following donors who created 

named f nds, as well as countless others who made additional 

financial cont ibutions to build up the principal of each f nd. 

Claib & Ruth A erber  

Ronald Belt Family 

Nolen Ber  

Guy & Frances Caldwell 

Communit  Christian Church, 
Camdenton, in memor  of Har  Spear 

Communit  Christian Church, 
Manchester, in memor  of Joyce Gardner 

J.D. & Nancy Faulkner 

First Christian Church, Grant Cit , in 
memor  of J. Todd 

 

First Christian Church, Troy Christian 
Women’s Fellowship 

Brenda Hines, in honor of Ellen Far er 
and Yvonne Slifer   

Sidney Humphrey & Family 

Bob & Reba Hubbard 

Guy Adams & Mar ha Jolly 

Janice Legg 

Ray ond & Marilee McCallister, Jr. 

Catherine Middlebush 

Louise Moseley 

 

Lester Rickman 

Ann Schweer, for the benefit of Ozark 
Highlands Christian Church, Rolla 

Laura L. Simmons, in memor  of 
Car oll B. Simmons 

Jim & Joanne Spainhower, in memor  
of Stella Irene Cox Spainhower 

Danny Stewar , in memor  of H.Y. 
Stewar  

The family of Jack Stocker 

Edmond J. Thomas, Foundation Chair erson     October 8, 2016 

If you feel your name or that of a loved one has been 
omi ed  om this list, please contact the Regional 

office or the Christian Church Foundation. 
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Regional Assembly Report – Regional Minister Team 

Submitted by Larry Colvin, Paul Koch, Penny Ross-Corona, and Mike Weinman 

October 8, 2016 

The Disciples Care Team  most recently met on Sept. 17 at Broadway Christian Church in Columbia for training with Ed 
Varnum on “When is Confidentiality Appropriate.”  The group continues to work on insuring that every congregation in 
our Region is assigned a DCT member.   

The Youth and Outdoor Ministries has just concluded a very meaningful summer camping program with 652 campers 
across the Region.  Paul Koch, contract staff Zane Whorton, and a Region-wide coalition of camping leaders are in  
evaluative conversations as they look to how we will continue toward “whole Region” youth and outdoor ministries next 
summer. 

A newly formed Leader Development team gathered with Paul Koch on July 15 at Lake Ozark Christian Church.  They 
clarified their mission statement as:  “Leader Development supports and nurtures Mid-America Disciples leaders by 
providing and promoting resources, events, grants, training, and retreats to increase congregational identity, connection, 
and vitality toward fulfilling our mutual mission and ministry.”  25% of the earnings from the invested Rickman Legacy 
Fund are earmarked for this purpose, and the team decided to split it 50/50 between clergy and lay leadership endeavors, 
with much of the funds going toward tuition/registration grants.  The first clergy event was the “Persons In Ministry” 
Retreat held Sept. 19-21 in Osage Beach.  The first coming lay development opportunity will include events in four pilot 
congregations (one in each quadrant) on better equipping congregations for senior (citizens) ministries. 

Women’s Ministries in the four corners of our Region continue, and Fall retreats are taking place.  The Regional  
Disciples Women are currently making plans for a Nov. 4 – 6 retreat, with the theme:  With God, All Things are  
Possible.  Contract staff person, Donna Beaderstadt, submitted her resignation effective July 15.  Larry Colvin and 
Kathy Brown met with the DWM Cabinet on Aug. 6 to talk about future contract staff possibilities as well as DWM 
checkbook options.  Under the leadership of Paul Koch, Disciples Men’s Ministries kicked off a new beginning in  
Mid-America with a Region-wide men’s retreat April 29-May1 at Shannondale Retreat Center.  UCC men also attended 
this retreat. 

Mid-America is a Global Missions Region, and Missionary Visits continue to connect Mid-America Disciples with the 
work that is being done on our behalf through Global Ministries.  Elena Huegel, who has been serving in Chile, visited 
in our Region April 23 – May 12.  Drs. Anil and Theresa Henry from India visited Sept. 22 – 30, and Jim and Jayanthi 
Wilson, who have been serving in South Africa, are with us for the month of October.  In addition, a Regional Mission 
Fest (in conjunction with the UCCs) with 5 Global Ministries missionaries took place August 15-25.  It included a  
Mission Festival on August 20 in Kansas City, which was live streamed at Community Christian Church in Camdenton 
and Webster Groves Christian Church in St. Louis. 

Mid-America continues to support five New Churches:  Liberation Christian Church in St. Louis, Table of Grace in  
Jefferson City, the Chuukese Christian Church in St. Joseph, the Movement for Change Family Worship Center in  
Richmond, and Disciples Christian Church in Nevada.  In addition a sixth new congregation, New Hope Community 
Christian Church, is being planted under the leadership of Rev. Rhonda Aldridge in North St. Louis County.  Our Region
-wide Transformational Church Ministries has just made available to all our congregations a program on demographics 
called MissionInsite.  Please see a flyer with the details in this booklet. 

The African American Convocation contract staff person, Rev. Faye Vaughn, retired in Sept., and her former position is 
now being divided by Rev. Lawanda Jackson-Kemp and Paula Holliday.  The annual Convocation was held on April 23 
at Willow St. Christian Church in Hannibal.   
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Regional Assembly Report – Regional Minister Team (Continued) 

The national Black Ministers Retreat will also take place at Willow Street on March 7-9, 2017.  The Pro-reconciliation/
Anti-racism (PR/AR) team continues to provide training events across the Region.  On Nov. 5 at Webster Groves Chris-
tian Church two tracks will be offered:  Track 1 –introduction to Pro-Reconciliation awareness training around race, and 
Track 2 – introduction to organizing for change. 

The film “Injustice Anywhere” (which includes footage from Ferguson, along with reflections from St. Louis Disciples 
clergy) plus a study guide is now available on the CCMA website.  We are grateful to the NBA for funding this im-
portant film.  

The Regional Commission on the Order of Ministry (in partnership with congregations) works with/nurtures ordination 
candidates.  Currently, there are 9 candidates under care, who are preparing for ordination.  In addition, 4 geographically 
deployed teams work with/nurture commissioned ministers on behalf of the Commission.  There are currently 85 com-
missioned ministers serving in ministry across the Region.  All active ministers with standing in our Region are required 
to complete a minimum of 15 clock hours of continuing education annually.  This includes boundary training plus pro-
reconciliation/anti-racism training every 3 years. RCOM policies are posted on www.mid-americadisciples.org under 
Groups/Clergy.  Through Mike Weinman’s leadership, the RCOM has become paperless. 

Search and Call is provided to congregations by our Regional Ministry Team.  Currently there are 26 congregations en-
gaged in the process.  17 are searching for full time ministers and 9 are searching for part time.  For a current list, please 
go to www.mid-americadisciples.org  

The Communications Ministry (under the leadership of contract staff person, Susan Moore) continues to grow with an 
average of 1,371 (unique individual users) visiting the website each month.  On Facebook we have 388 people following 
the Mid-America page, and our posts reach about 3,000 people each month.  We are now offering online event registra-
tion and discussion groups, and will soon be offering webinars.  Please encourage your congregation to send news sto-
ries with photos to ccmacomm@yahoo.com, and stay connected via the weekly News Update, Facebook, and Twitter. 

Mid-America will be represented at General Board on Feb. 25 – 28 and at the College of Regional Ministers on Feb. 28 
– March 3 (both in Indianapolis) by Penny Ross-Corona.  Penny hosted the Heartland Cluster of Regional Ministers at 
Eden Seminary on May 23-24. 

The RMT has continued having monthly face to face staff meetings for the purposes of sharing information, planning, 
and praying together.  We have also begun again meeting on a regular basis with the MO Mid-South Conference of the 
United Church of Christ ministerial staff.  We welcome Mike Weinman back from sabbatical.  Penny Ross-Corona will 
take one month of sabbatical during Nov. 

The next page contains a chart of portfolio responsibilities of the RMT. 
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Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Mid-America 
Report of the Nominating Committee 

2016 

Class of 2018 Class of 2020 Class of 2022 
Chair—Katherine Kinnamon, SEG—Clergy  Teresa Gentry, NE—Laity  Beau Underwood, NE—Clergy 

Joe Miller, NE—Laity  Patrick Overton, NW—Clergy Terry Robinson, NW—Clergy 

Sally Robinson, NE—Clergy  Derrick Perkins, SEG—Clergy TBA, SEG 

Lee Young, SW—Clergy Juli Nelson, SW—Clergy  Alex Ruth, SW—Clergy 

Regional Commission on the Order of Ministry (nominees in bold) 
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Mid-America Region Disciples Women’s Ministries 
Report to Mid-America 2016 Regional Assembly  

Along with the whole of the region, Disciples Women are in a time of transition and having a focus on mission. We look 
forward to women of this region taking interest in the work of “Mission First.”  Disciples Women are active within their 
local congregations with a wide variety of mission work. We are looking forward in sharing these ministries in variety of 
media such as standard print newsletter, Facebook, website, and twitter. It is our hope these various forms of  
communication will help connect our active churches, re-connect with churches that may not have been so active, and 
excite the imagination of the next generation of women. 

 At the same time, we want to honor the history of Disciples Women from our region. Other regions have made videos of 
women telling their stories and the stories of their mission. We also honor the fellowship of women gathered together to 
celebrate, pray, share ministry, and worship. We look to be creative as we endeavor to bring together women from our 
smallest to our largest congregations—all women: single, married, college students, stay-at-home moms, and career 
women.  

We look forward to our Fall Retreat taking place November 4-5. Our theme is, “With God All Things Are Possible,” 
taken from Matthew 19:26. Our goal is to double the number of women attending. We look forward to women sharing 
their gifts and talents, and their hospitality and caring.  

We pray for each of our leadership teams as they strive to be creative in learning to lean into a new regional structure 
and what that means for our way of sharing in the many ministries of Disciples Women. 

On a final note we say goodbye to Donna Beaderstadt who has served as our contract staff resource person. We thank 
her for all of good and hard work. We will be seeking a woman as our contract staff. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawna Watkins, President 

Mid-America Disciples Women’s Ministries 
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Mid-America Center for Ministry       

Report to the Regional Assembly, October 2016 

 
Continuing Education:  Creating Boundaries and Stewardship!  The latest offering of our video curriculum (also 
available on DVD) focuses on Creating Boundaries for Healthy Church Relationships.  It is facilitated by Rev.  
Donna Rose-Heim. Donna has many years’ experience leading local and regional church and training pastors on healthy 
boundaries.  
 

Rev. Ed Taylor, facilitates our soon to be released video on Stewardship. Ed has served as a pastor in Illinois, Nebraska, 
and Iowa; as director of stewardship with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ); and as executive director of the 
Ecumenical Stewardship Center. He has a passion for stewardship issues of land, economy, and community. 
 

Don’t miss your chance to purchase the current offerings at a special Assembly price. More information is available at 
our booth. 
 

Certificate of Pastoral Ministry:  CFM offers the highest quality program for those training for ministry and all of our 
CPM courses are a wonderful continuing education opportunity for ordained and commissioned clergy as well as church 
leaders.   
 

We are excited to have six graduates completing their certificate this year. We invite you to celebrate with them at our 
Annual Dinner and Graduation at 6 p.m., November 11, 2016, at Broadway Christian Church, Columbia, Missouri. 
Please RSVP to Leslie by November 1, 2016. 
 

Latest News: In late September, after much prayer and discernment, Center for Ministry announced the decision to close 
our institution and bring to an end our ministry of providing Christian education to congregational leaders and those  
pursuing the call of ministry. The closure will take effect no later than December 31, 2018.  
 

This decision was very difficult for everyone, given our rich history and outstanding students, faculty, and curriculum. 
The Center for Ministry has been a leading educational institution and has served many students and churches by  
providing practical tools for ministry over the past 120 years and together we celebrate this accomplishment with you. 
 

We are committed to our Certificate of Pastoral Ministry students and we will be implementing an educational Teach-
Out Plan using our remaining funds and the funds of those who continue to support us during this transition.  This will 
enable those active students who are close to completing the certificate program the opportunity to do so within the  
specified period. A more detailed plan will be approved and implemented in early November.        
 

The plan will also include ways in which you will be able to make an immediate impact on students’ successful  
completion of a certificate.  We are grateful to you, our students, donors, and friends for the generous support you have 
and will continue to provide as we move through this transition.  

 

Submitted by Leslie Robb LeSieur 
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Mission Breakout Sessions & Locations 

Saturday, October 8, 2016—1:45 pm 

#1 Rev. Jim & Jayanthi Wilson—Oversees Ministries  Library, 2 Floor 
Jim and Jayanthi will present information about Global Mission and the work the Christian Church (Disciples) is doing around the 
world.  They will also give information about how your congregation can become a Global Mission Church.  This could give your 
congregation a closer connection with our mission personnel and partners. 

#2 Rev. Dr. Bruce Barkhauer—Center for Faith and Giving    Chapel, 2 Floor 
Creating a Culture of Generosity: Learn six things that you can do right now to create a an environment in your congregation that 
leads to generous support of your ministry and mission. 

#3 Laura Huntley, M.S.Ed—Welcoming those with disabilities into 
the life of the church    

Loyal  Workers, 1R Floor 

This multi-modal presentation will focus on the need for the inclusion of families affected by disabilities in our churches.  We will 
discuss the development and staffing of such inclusion ministries.   

#4 Michael Schiller—Effective leadership for mission  Friends, 3 Floor 
Learn and experience effective leadership practices and principles in a hands-on and interactive way. Effective leadership will take 
you from being empowered to practical implementation with measurable outcomes to developing a team that will work together for 
positive effective outcomes for your ministry team and association! 

#5 Pro-Reconciliation and Anti-Racism Team  Youth Lounge, 2R Floor 
Injustice Anywhere - Organizing for Change:  This is a workshop in two sessions.  In the 1:45 session, we will show the film 
"Injustice Anywhere" an Aziza Binti film produced by NBA. The focus of the film is Disciples organizing for change, and features 
St. Louis Disciples discussing change for racial justice.  During Pick your Passion at 3:30, there will be a discussion of the film and 
how the Church can organize for change to bring racial equality.   

#6 GLAD "Welcoming Openly: Why it's Important to Welcome LGBT 
People Openly and How to Get There" 

Baraca, 2 Floor 

Rev. Mark Johnston, PhD, Executive Director of the Open & Affirming Ministry Program for the GLAD Alliance, will be discussing 
why it's important to welcome LGBT people openly in all our congregations. He will present the resources available to build more 
welcome in all of our churches, including the Building an Inclusive Church Toolkit. The Toolkit contains the wisdom of 20 years of 
experience leading congregations through a grace-filled community building process towards welcoming all to the table. Join the 
discussion and learn how to build a church where our welcome of all truly means all.  

#7 Rev. William Brown—Mission and Ministry (M&M) Council   Bilshans, 3 Floor 
The M&M Council is about energizing the region in mission and ministry!  This workshop will explain the Council's purpose and 
structure within the Region.   

#8 Rev. Dr. Mike Weinman—Ordination/Commission: The call  
we share  

Youth Classroom, 2R Floor 

The call to ministry comes in the midst of community.  It is the responsibility of the church and region to nurture and care for these 
individuals as they discern their calls and respond to God.   CCMA, Regional Commission on the Order of Ministry has a program 
working with congregations to support ministers and enhance their competencies for the future ministry of the church.  We will ex-
plore this program and answer your questions in our time together. 
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Mission Breakout Sessions & Locations 
#9 Rev. Christopher “fester” Prose and Rev. Geoff Weinman—Disciples 

Summer Mission  
Office Conference 

Room 

Disciple Summer Mission began as an attempt for four youth groups to do a mission trip for their middle school youth together for 
one summer, and has grown to a mission organization that has included over 50 churches from at least 9 regions and close to 600 
youth each summer.  We will explore how a new model of working together outside the traditional structure has lead to a new and 
exciting mission trip opportunity for the youth of our church. 

#10 Rev. Dr. Paul Koch—Disciples Men  Choir, 3 Floor 
Men can be the largest spiritually-neglected group in your church!  Learn how to reach fathers, brothers, sons, and others by forming 
strong relationships beyond civic-club styles breakfasts and building & grounds committees.  Dr. Paul Koch, RMT and Disciples 
Men lay leader will share how they formed the "Wild Wise Men of Washington" a men's group that meets weekly with a loyal  
gathering of 20 plus will present three catalytic Regional Disciples Men retreats in the works to serve as your inaugural gathering 

#11 Chesla Nickelson—Disciples Women   K-3 Class, 2R Floor 
Chesla Nickelson, Disciple Women General Staffer, will be bringing us a great program. In addition we will have a time for  
discussions about Regional and area work of Disciples Women and fellowship with members of the Regional Cabinet.  We will also 
have information on the next two Regional Women Retreats 2016 and 2017.  

#12 Mark Struckhoff—Council of Churches  Grade 4-6, 2R Floor 
Finding Our Way to One  

Historical and modern/post-modern pressures have severely splintered the Body of Christ. Many have pronounced ecumenism as  
decidedly dead. Yet, in John’s Gospel, Jesus prays “that they may all be one…”. Our experience at the Council of Churches of the 
Ozarks tells us that congregations do not need to sacrifice their theological and ecclesiological commitments to be committed to our 
oneness in Christ.  

Pick Your Passion 
Saturday, October 8, 2016—3:30 pm 

During this morning’s MissionFirst gatherings we identified many areas in that stirred the passions and hopes of our  
Region.  This afternoon we are going to begin the process of joining together like-minded individuals to proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in their passionate ways. 
 

In a moment of confusion we will gather groups who hold a certain passion for the work and ministry of the church.  
These individuals will be invited to share together this afternoon to explore ways in which the congregations of the  
Region can develop ministries within various congregations and across our Region.  And it may mean that sometime  
during the afternoon you will seek out a second group to share and explore. 
 

More instructions and directions will be given when we gather in McGinnis Fellowship Hall. 

All Assembly Dinner  
Saturday, October 8, 5:00 pm 

Drury University—Findlay Student Center 
 

This is within walking distance from Central Christian Church but there will be 
transportation for those who need it. 
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Evening Worship 
Saturday, October 8, 7:00 pm 

Mission Together 

Introduction to Taizé Worship   Rev. Emily Bowen-Marler 

“Veni Sancte Spiritus”    

“Sing Praise and Bless the Lord”   

Psalm 34, with Alleluia 7   

Hebrew Scripture Amos 5:14-15, 21-24  Ms. Casey Claros 

“When the Night Becomes Dark”   

Gospel Reading Luke 17:20-21 Mr. Khotso Moore 

“Within Our Darkest Night”   

Silence   

Prayer of Intercession, with Kyrie 18   Rev. Dr. Phil Snider 

The Lord’s Prayer   

Special Offering for Reconciliation Ministries Rev. Jacque Foster 

“Ubi Caritas”   

“Bless the Lord”  

Music led by Teresa Norris (flute), Emily Hertzog (violinists), Maurice Bowen (trumpet),  
Rev. Emily Bowen-Marler (piano) 
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Kentucky 31 is a traditional bluegrass group that has been performing in southwest Missouri since 1998. The group is 
made up of two fathers and two sons, and specializes in family harmony, hard driving instrumentals and old time fiddle 
tunes. 
 

Max King plays upright bass and sings in the group. His musical credits include performing in Branson, Missouri, and 
many radio and T.V. commercials in the Springfield, Missouri area. Max and his wife, Karen, live in Dadeville, Mis-
souri, where he teaches Math at the Dadeville High School. 
 

Jason King is Max’s son and sings and plays guitar in the group. Jason and his wife, Julie, and their two sons, Jacob and 
Josh also live in Dadeville, Missouri. Jason is the Vocational Agriculture teacher and FFA coordinator for Bolivar High 
School. 
 

Larry Smith plays banjo and fiddle in the group. Larry and his wife, Elaine, and son, Brent live in Stockton, Missouri, 
where they own and operate Village Music. Larry performed in Branson and at Silver Dollar City for several years be-
fore moving home to Stockton. Larry also co-hosts the weekly radio show “High Lonesome Bluegrass” on KRWP, 107.7 
FM in Stockton Missouri. 
 

Brent Smith is Larry’s son and he plays mandolin and guitar and sings in the group. Brent started playing mandolin when 
he was seven, and guitar when he was eight. He has been a full-time member of Kentucky 31 since he was ten. Brent 
works at the family store, Village Music, and also co-hosts the weekly radio show “High Lonesome Bluegrass”. Brent 
also teaches at the Exceptional Pupil Cooperative in Bolivar, Missouri. 
 

Kentucky 31 is available for bookings at your festival or special occasion. 
Contact:  Larry Smith STORE (417)-276-3590  CELL (417)-808-0497 or  
villagemusic@windstrream.net or find them on the web: villagemusicstrings.com  

Blue Grass Concert  
sponsored by the First Christian Church, Bolivar 

Jason & Max King  Brent & Lar  Smith 



42  

 



 43 

 

Local Restaurants 

Aviary Café Mudhouse 
400 E. Walnut St. Suite 100, Springfield 65806 323 South Ave., Springfield 65806 

Big Momma’s Coffee & Espresso Bar Jimm’s Steakhouse & Pub 
397 E Central St., Springfield MO 65802 1935 S Glenstone Ave., Springfield 65804 

Big Whiskey’s American Bar & Grill Crosstown Barbecue 
311 Park Central East, Springfield 65804 1331 E Division St., Springfield 65803 

Café Cusco Houlihan’s Restaurant & Bar 
234 E Commercial St., Springfield 65803 2431 N Glenstone Ave., Springfield 65803 

Chipotle Mexican Grill Nakato Japanese Steakhouse & Sushi Bar 
1211 E St, Louis St., Springfield 65802 2615 S Glenstone Ave., Springfield 65804 

Flame Steakhouse & Wine Bar Hemingway’s Blue Water Cafe 
314 W. Walnut St., Springfield 65806 1935 S Campbell Ave. Springfield 65807 

Gilardi’s Ristorante Texas Roadhouse 
820 E Walnut St. Springfield 65806 301 E Monastery, Springfield 65810 

Maria’s Mexican Restaurant Bambinos Café 
406 South Ave., Springfield 65806 1141 E Delmar St., Springfield 65807 

Springfield Brewing Company Lambert’s Café 
205 S Market Ave., Springfield 65806 1800 W State Hwy. J, Ozark 65721 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY  
INDAIANAPOLIS 

JULY 8-12, 2017 
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THANK	YOU!	

MANY THANKS TO  

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH, SPRINGFIELD AND 

TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED 

TO MAKE THIS  
YEAR’S REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

A SUCCESS! 

 
Workshop/Floor Locations 

  
  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 Basement  Booths 

Floor 1 

 McGinnis Fellowship Hall  Nursery/Childcare 

Floor 1R 

 Sanctuary Entrance  Welcoming Those with Disabilities 

 Global Ministries  Center for Faith & Giving  

Floor 2 

 GLAD  Prayer Room 

 PR/AR  Ordination/Commission  

Floor 2R 

 Disciples Women  Council of Churches 

Floor 3 

 Mission and Ministry  Disciples Men 

Effective Leadership for Mission  

Mid-America Center for Ministry 
Christian Church Foundation 

Church Extension 
CRY 

Disciples Men 
Drury University 
Disciples Women 

GLAD 
Global Ministries 

Global Ministries – Guatemala  
Insurance Board 

Lexington Theological Seminary  
National Benevolent Association 

Pension Fund 
Phillips Theological Seminary  

Woodhaven 

Regional Assembly Exhibits 
(These are located in the basement)  


