
 
 
 
 
 
INTRODUCING THE LIFE RETREAT PROGRAM at EDEN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
 
WHAT S THE LIFE PROGRAM?  
 
LIFE is a program of retreats that invites men and women to embrace LIFE- long learning 
and exploration of their faith.  It challenges participants to become lifelong learners and 
disciples, faithful witnesses to the gospel, and faithful members and leaders of the 
church.  
 
LIFE is administered by Eden Theological Seminary in partnership with the Missouri Mid-
South Conference and the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ.  
 
HOW DOES THE LIFE PROGRAM WORK? 
 
Two courses are offered at each LIFE retreat.  One of these is always a CERTIFICATE 
COURSE.  The 15 Certificate courses constitute a basic introduction to theological 
education, and participants will receive a Leadership Certificate when completed.  
 
The Certificate Courses are offered on a three year cycle.  All the Certificate Courses are 
listed below.  The Cycle is ongoing and participants can enter at any point.  
 
2013-2014 
Reading and Understanding Scripture: New Testament.  (September)  
What is the Church?   (November) 
God Revealed in Scripture: Biblical Theology.  (January) 
Shaping Faithful Worship:  Worship and Sacraments.  (March) 
The Church is a Learning Community: Christian Education.  (April) 
 
2014-2015 
How Do we Live our Faith? Christian Ethics  (September) 
Confronting Reality: Life and Faith, Justice and Witness.  (November) 
Exploring the United Church of Christ:  History and Polity.  (January) 
Proclaiming the Good News: Preaching.  (March) 
Caring in Community: Pastoral Care.  (April)  
 
2015-2016 
Telling and Living the Story: Evangelism (September) 
Church History. (November) 
On the Journey of Discipleship: Spiritual Formation (January) 
Exploring the Presence of God: Thinking Theologically (March) 
Reading and Understanding Scripture: Old Testament. (April)  
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A second course is always offered simultaneously at each retreat. These courses are 
timely topics of interest to church people. They usually are not repeated.  During this 
past year the second courses have included the following:  
The Gospel of John  
The Gospel of Mark  
Hallowing Time 
Jesus Through the Centuries 
Eco-Justice  
Creative Conflict Resolution as Holy Work 
       
5 retreats are held each year on Friday evening through Saturday afternoon. 
Each retreat includes 6 hours of classroom time, conducted in four 90 min. sessions.  
The retreat begins and ends with worship. The schedule always includes fellowship time 
on Friday evening and Bible Study on Saturday morning.  Three meals are eaten 
together in the Seminary Commons.  
 
WHERE are the RETREATS HELD?  
 
All retreats are held on the campus of Eden Theological Seminary, a leading theological 
center in Webster Groves, MO. Wroship is held in the Wehrli Chapel in the Press 
Building. Courses are held in the classrooms in Press. Meals are prepared on site in the 
Schroer Commons.  Overnight lodging is provided in seminary housing.  Efficiency 
Apartments accommodate two single beds, shared bathroom/kitchenette.   
 
WHO TEACHES AT LIFE?  
 
All the courses are taught by highly trained and skilled teachers. Many are current or 
retired professors at Eden Seminary.  Others are outstanding church leaders. 
 
IS THERE PREPARTATON for a LIFE COURSE?  
 
Instructors usually identify some recommended preparatory reading for each course. 
Books for future retreats will be available in the bookstore for purchase during the 
current retreat.  
 
WHAT IS THE COST? 
 
$140.00 INCLUDES Friday dinner, Saturday breakfast and lunch, parking, the course and 
overnight lodging (double occupancy in efficiency Apts.).  The Cost without housing is 
$130.00.  
 
Books are additional.  
 
LIFE participants receive a discount at the Eden Seminary Book Story which is always 
open on Saturday afternoon during the retreats.  
 



 
LIFE participants often make life-long friends from other places around the church in 
different conferences and situations, this is a true blessing and example of continuing 
education, lifelong learning and enrichment experiences.  
 
Although LIFE does not provide for licensure in UCC Associations or Conferences, it does 
constitute a basic orientation to theological education that is often part of the education 
preparation required by Church and Ministry Committees.  If you are seeking licensure, 
see you Church and Ministry Committee for details on requirements and how LIFE can 
help fulfill these requirements.  
 
HOW TO REGISTER?  
 

1.) The best way is the Eden Seminary Website: www.Eden.Edu -   
     (TAB)  “Programs”         Scroll to “LIFE”  

 
2.) Email LIFE Coordinator Jill Schantz at:  jschantz@Eden.edu  

 
3.) Traditional Mail: to Jill Schantz, LIFE Coordinator –  

                                                 LIFE at Eden Theological Seminary 
            475 East Lockwood Ave.  
                         Webster Groves, MO   63119  
             314-918-2554 
 
              Be sure to include your name, address, course registering for (Certificate or  
              Elective), any food allergies/requirements and if you need housing.  
 
 

COME EXPERIENCE HOW A LIFE RETREAT CAN ENRICH YOUR 
UNDERSTANDING OF FAITH, COMMUNITY, GOD AND THE CHURCH!!!! 
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