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I personally invest a great deal of my ministry specially reaching out to men in the church 
and in the community beyond - whom I believe can be the largest neglected minority in 
the church.  Beyond serving on building and grounds committees and civic group style 
breakfasts, I challenge you to ask yourself how men are included at your church in 
spiritually transforming ways.  Statistics bear out that a man’s personal engagement in 

the church impacts his entire family. 
 Last Sunday afternoon, I was privileged to attend The First Annual Men’s Day celebration at 
Second Christian Church in Jefferson City.  The sanctuary was packed with folks sitting on folded chairs in 
the aisle and standing in the narthex, if not outside the doorway on a beautiful spring day.  Several 
congregations gathered to listen to men’s music ensembles give Glory to God, lead prayers and deliver 
incredible testimonies.  This wasn’t a “men’s club;” several women were in attendance to honor the family 
and demonstrate how every member has a spiritual responsibility to be a faithful servant leader.  This 
includes Pastor Penny Weston who nudged her co-pastor husband, Vernell Weston, “If you think this 
Men’s Day was great, just wait until we women gather!”  Honoring one ministry does not take away from 
another but truly builds up all. 

I am preparing for and am looking forward our first annual Region-wide Disciples Men’s Retreat, 
April 29-May 1.  This weekend pulls together men from many walks of life for a weekend on sacred ground 
called Shannondale.  Shannondale is a mission of the Missouri Mid-South United Church of Christ and was 
founded in the 1920’s as a community for the Ozarks poor to band together for personal and economic 
survival.  It is now a sustainably harvested 4,000-acre tree farm (the oldest in the state), a carbon-credit 
provider, community center, after school program, worshipping congregation, ecology/forestry center, 
and Ozarks craft center.  It rests on the Current River adjacent to the Ozarks National Scenic Riverways 
(NPS) and Current River State Park.  Many will hike the area on the Friday of the retreat during the day. 

At this weekend, men are reached from several approaches that can touch core aspects of his 
being: through service, rugged recreation, contemplative communal with nature, sharing around bonfires, 
table (kitchen and grill) fellowship, heart-felt worship, and many one-on-one deep encounters.  Our 
spiritual bonfire theme is “Preparing to Discharge Your Loyal Soldier.”  

Aside from the incredible experience, we hope to jump-start communal faith back home at your 
church.   I make it to a point to round-up and wrangle as many men from my community to attend and I 
make sure my batteries are recharged by attending myself.  Will you strive to encourage at least one man 
to attend?  Feel free to contact me for information.  
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