
Saturday Lunch Group Options 

 

 

African-American Convocation 

The African-American Convocation will hold its luncheon on Saturday with special 
guest speaker, Rev. Yvonne Gilmore, Interim Administrative Secretary of the  
National Convocation and Associate General Minister to share remarks. She will also 
be providing our Assembly keynote sermon earlier Saturday morning and will share national perspectives to 
inspire and challenge. 

We will be blessed with musical selections from the group "God's Desire" from Second Christian Church of 
Jefferson City. Our regional Convocation Coordinators Paula Holliday and LeWanda Jackson will help all 

present celebrate the ministry of our ten Convocation congregations and will update us as to the current 
status of the convocation and the direction planned for the future. As always, ALL Disciples are welcome! 

 

 

 

Rural Ministry Network 

One of the overlooked aspects of ministry in the Mid-America Region (and perhaps across all Regions) is the 
number of churches in rural and small communities which serve individuals located in communities of less 
than 5,000 people.  These underserved populations are often led by commissioned or bi-vocational ministers 
bringing unique skills to the rural/small community setting. What is lacking is a clear identification of the 
resources these ministers need to better serve their congregations. Who better to identify the necessary 
resources and training needed than those serving the rural/small communities?  

This Saturday luncheon will explore the possibilities of creating a task force to: exchange ideas and discern 
future ministry trajectory; develop a professional network of resources and curriculum to support the minis-
ters who serve in the rural and small community; and provide a digital resource guide administered by the 
Regional Church. We believe an intentional network of this kind could have the same impact on rural and 
small community ministries as did the Federated Church movement that came into existence in the early 
part of the twentieth century. Individuals involved in the Project will work together to identify the needs 
that exist and the strategies to respond to them. Join us to learn more. 

Co-presenters are Rev. Ronald Routledge, Regional Minister, and Rev. Dr. Patrick Overton, who holds an 

MDiv and a PhD in Communication and serves as Pastor of Arrow Rock Federated Church. Also present to 

share will be Jim Michel of Disciples Church Extension Fund and Kirby Gould of the Christian Church 

Foundation. 

 

 

 

Any person simply wanting to experience down time and have personal conversations are welcome to the 
"Pull Up a Chair" option - to take your food to the Lake Ozark Christian Church patio or outdoor chapel 
grounds, weather permitting. Join us for lunch to be filled physically and spiritually. 

https://www.nationalconvocation.org/
https://disciplescef.org/
https://www.christianchurchfoundation.org/
https://www.christianchurchfoundation.org/

